
Respondent 
ID

Collector ID Start Date End Date IP Address Are y ou 
happy  to 
proceed?

In some 
parts of  
Scotland 
most of  the 
land is owned 
and 
controlled by  
a v ery  small 
number of  
people.  Do 
y ou think 
this has any  
benef its?  
This could 
include 
benef its to 
the 
env ironment, 
the 
economy , 
the local 
community , l

d  

Please use the space below to describe any  benef its y ou can think of . Do y ou 
hav e pers
onal 
experienc
e of  any  
of  
the benef i
ts y ou 
hav e 
described
?

Please use the space below to describe y our positiv e experience of  concentrated land ownership. Where in Scotland does this 
experience relate to?

Does 
this 
experien
ce relate 
to an 
area of  
land 
owned 
by ...

Do y ou 
hav e any  
other 
positiv e 
experiences 
y ou would 
like to tell 
us about?

Please use the space below to describe any  other positiv e 
experience of  concentrated land ownership y ou would like to tell us 
about.

Where in 
Scotland 
does this 
experience 
relate to?

Does this 
experience 
relate to an 
area of  land 
owned by ...

In some parts 
of  Scotland 
most of  the 
land is owned 
and controlled 
by  a v ery  
small number 
of  people.  
Do y ou think 
this 
has any  disad
v antages ?  
This could 
include disad
v antages to 
the 
env ironment, 
the economy , 
the local 
community , l
and owners or 
society  as a 

h l

Please use the space below to describe any  disadv antages y ou can think of . Do y ou 
hav e pers
onal 
experienc
e of  any  
of  the 
disadv ant
ages y ou 
hav e 
described
?

Please use the space below to describe y our negativ e experience of  concentrated land ownership. Did 
y ou inf orm 
the land 
owner (or 
their 
representati
v e) about 
this 
experience
?

Where in 
Scotland 
does y our 
experience relate 
to?

Does this 
experience 
relate to an 
area of  land 
owned by ...

Do y ou 
hav e any  
other negat
iv e 
experience
s y ou 
would like 
to tell us 
about?

Please use the space below to describe any  other negativ e experience of  concentrated land ownership y ou would like to tell us about. Did 
y ou inf orm 
the land 
owner (or 
their 
representat
iv e) about 
this 
experience
?

Where in 
Scotland 
does this 
experienc
e relate 
to?

Does this 
experienc
e relate 
to an 
area of  
land 
owned 
by ...

Please 
indicate how 
strongly  y ou 
agree or 
disagree with 
each of  the 
f ollowing 
statements:

What is y our 
name

What is y our email address Are y ou 
responding 
as an 
indiv idual 
or an 
organisatio
n?

If  y ou are 
responding 
on behalf  
of  an 
organisation 
please 
enter the 
name of  
y our 
organisation 
below.

Which of  the 
f ollowing best 
describes y ou

Are y ou 
happy  f or the 
Scottish Land 
Commission 
to publish 
y our response 
to these 
questions?

As part of  
this 
research 
or related 
projects 
we may  
wish to 
contact 
y ou in the 
f uture to 
discuss 
the issues 
y ou hav e 
raised.  
Would y ou 
be happy  
f or us to 
do this?

Respons
e

Response Open-Ended Response Response Open-Ended Response Response Respons
e

Other (please specif y ) Response Open-Ended Response Response Response Other (please 
specif y )

Response Open-Ended Response Response Other (please 
specif y )

Open-Ended Response Response Comments Response Response Other (please 
specif y )

Response Open-Ended Response Response Comments Response Respons
e

Other (please 
specif y )

Scotland’s 
concentrated 
pattern of  
land 
ownership 
does not 
serv e the 
public 
interest

Action is needed 
to encourage 
land owners and 
communities to 
work more 
closely  together 
f or the common 
good

Gov ernment interv
ention is required 
to reduce 
concentrated land 
ownership

Open-Ended 
Response

Open-Ended Response Response Open-
Ended 
Response

Response Other (please 
specif y )

Response Response

6908996235 174219154 2018-07-01 23:44:57 2018-07-02 0:03:09 Yes No No Yes Curtails development which serves the community interest. Landowner has a veto on what can and cannot happen on land. Land is the fundamental building block for most activities/development and the person who controls land controls access to land for housing, economic development, both of which impact on 
population and jobs which in turn affects the viability of community resources, e.g. school, community hall. Evidence indicates that community wellbeing is dependent on people having the opportunity to develop meaningful relationships and schools and community halls provide a hub for developing these relationships. 
Accordingly, control of land can dictate whether communities thrive or decline.

Yes 1) Landbanking blocking alternative development - Landowner has land zoned for housing in the local development plan but has not developed it since it was allocated for this purpose (10 + years ago). Consequently, the next cycle of local plan development will not allow any new housing sites to come forward in our 
community as it is considered to have sufficient housing allocation, despite the landowner making no moves to develop the housing and showing no signs of doing so in the forseeable future. As a result, there has been no new housing built in our community for several years and this means our school roll is constantly on 
the cusp of declining. We fought to keep the school open in 2011 and have been proactve in encouraging parents to send their children to our small and friendly rural school but this becomes challenging when there is a shortage of housing to accommodate families.   2) Footpath link between school and hall being delayed 
for years - due to landowner not responding to local authority requests confirming proposals and guaranteeing that everything would be reinstated in accord with landowner wishes if the land use ever changes. 

Yes Yes - re footpath. Community members visited the 
landlord in person after other means of 
communication had failed.  No - housing issues as 
it seems that all the power rests with the 
landowner in this instance. 

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6908707817 174219154 2018-06-30 23:09:42 2018-06-30 23:23:24 Yes Yes Yes The Estate owners are themselves members of the community and custodians of the land they are privileged to own. They are aware of the responsibility that goes with that and the need to ensure that the land is managed sustainably to provide an income, not only for the Family but to support the business’s employees and 
local contractors who provide services to the business.    This approach provides benefits of rural and regional employment and by virtue of scale enables decision making that can operate at a landscape scale to provide benefits that would be difficult to deliver were the land to be in multiple ownership.     Communication 
with Local Authorities, Agencies, Community Councils and Community groups is a feature of this stewardship and facilitating community aspirations, both local and national an important part of the business’s strategy.  

Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

In question 6 this also relates to 
Aberdeenshire and Moray but the drop 
down box only permits one selection.

Yes See question 5. Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

In question 10 this 
also relates to 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray but the drop 
down box only permits 
one selection.

Yes There may be areas where land owners are unwilling to engage with the community or bring forward land but we are unaware of any research or data which suggests these are anything other than a minority. We understand that powers are already available to the Scottish Government to address this. No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Organisation Seafield and 
Strathspey 
Estates

Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6908634806 174219154 2018-06-30 18:13:04 2018-06-30 18:14:25 Yes Yes With the current arrangement of land ownership, increased operating efficiency and the resulting economic benefits are felt throughout the country’s economy, However, these would be lost should land be broken into smaller areas and ownership ascribed to greater numbers. The benefits above are primarily due to the 
optimal economies of scale felt currently, which in practice would shrink if land were divided up amongst many more owners. Furthermore, small numbers of owners who continue to practise land ownership in a professional and conscientious way (which I believe is mostly the case currently) will allow a consistent approach 
to land management with a clear vision for the future. It avoids a 'bitty' and uncoordinated approach to land management and ownership which can be abused and affected by populist views, much to the detriment of those who rely on effective and sustainable land use (i.e. the whole population, both now and particularly in 
the future). Smaller areas being owned by more people would mean that some people take ownership of the best areas of land, whilst others are saddled with less productive land, but both are tasked with managing it effectively, on a productivity and environmental level. There is currently no mechanism to average out the 
imbalance in productivity between areas of land, and so to avoid compounding disparity between those who own 'good' land and those who own 'bad' land, a high-level system of redistribution would. The administration of such a system would be hugely costly, it would remove incentives to manage land effectively and 
efficiently, and importantly it could be avoided entirely: large scale land ownership protects against the 'cherry picking' of the two types of land described and when viewed alongside economies of scale argument it makes for a more productive and self-balancing system of land use. Lastly, when it comes to the custodianship 
of land, small-scale land owners may well focus on protecting their own small areas but are rarely prepared to engage with custodianship objectives outside their own four walls; for ‘big picture’ protection of Scotland's land and population (economically, socially, culturally and environmentally) the best results would be 
delivered by large-scale land ownership.

Yes All the points made in box '3' are informed by both personal experience and wider discussion, so can be applied here.  Specifically, concentrated land ownership in the Borders allows for a 'zoomed out' approach to land management which is responsible on a broad level (i.e. it considers the relationships between different 
practices and land-use disciplines in a large area). There is a clear incentive for landowners to respond effectively to the differing but interwoven requirements of communities, farming land, the environment and residential sectors. This ‘zoomed out’ approach enables landowners to manage any tensions between the different 
land uses effectively, and make coordinated plans for the sustainable future of the area in a way that less concentrated land ownership would struggle to do.  

South east Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East and Mid-
Lothian, Scottish Borders)

No No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6908615210 174219154 2018-06-30 13:46:15 2018-06-30 18:12:29 Yes Yes With the current arrangement of land ownership, increased operating efficiency and the resulting economic benefits are felt throughout the country’s economy, However, these would be lost should land be broken into smaller areas and ownership ascribed to greater numbers. The benefits above are primarily due to the 
optimal economies of scale felt currently, which in practice would shrink if land were divided up amongst many more owners. Furthermore, small numbers of owners who continue to practise land ownership in a professional and conscientious way (which I believe is mostly the case currently) will allow a consistent approach 
to land management with a clear vision for the future. It avoids a 'bitty' and uncoordinated approach to land management and ownership which can be abused and affected by populist views, much to the detriment of those who rely on effective and sustainable land use (i.e. the whole population, both now and particularly in 
the future). Smaller areas being owned by more people would mean that some people take ownership of the best areas of land, whilst others are saddled with less productive land, but both are tasked with managing it effectively, on a productivity and environmental level. There is currently no mechanism to average out the 
imbalance in productivity between areas of land, and so to avoid compounding disparity between those who own 'good' land and those who own 'bad' land, a high-level system of redistribution would. The administration of such a system would be hugely costly, it would remove incentives to manage land effectively and 
efficiently, and importantly it could be avoided entirely: large scale land ownership protects against the 'cherry picking' of the two types of land described and when viewed alongside economies of scale argument it makes for a more productive and self-balancing system of land use. Lastly, when it comes to the custodianship 
of land, small-scale land owners may well focus on protecting their own small areas but are rarely prepared to engage with custodianship objectives outside their own four walls; for ‘big picture’ protection of Scotland's land and population (economically, socially, culturally and environmentally) the best results would be 
delivered by large-scale land ownership.

Yes All the points made in box '3' are informed by both personal experience and wider discussion, so can be applied here.  Specifically, concentrated land ownership in the Borders allows for a 'zoomed out' approach to land management which is responsible on a broad level (i.e. it considers the relationships between different 
practices and land-use disciplines in a large area). There is a clear incentive for landowners to respond effectively to the differing but interwoven requirements of communities, farming land, the environment and residential sectors. This ‘zoomed out’ approach enables landowners to manage any tensions between the different 
land uses effectively, and make coordinated plans for the sustainable future of the area in a way that less concentrated land ownership would struggle to do.

South east Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East and Mid-
Lothian, Scottish Borders)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

No No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6908518411 174219154 2018-06-30 10:38:02 2018-06-30 11:25:18 Yes No No Yes Concentration of ownership limits access to land to enable social, community, housing and economic development. Concentration of ownership places the power to make decisions for the whole community and what happens to it in the hands of one person. In the absence of local authorties willing to enforce CPO to enable 
development where landowners unwilling to release land - development is reliant on the whim of the landowner, on the value they expect for the land, on their terms and sometimes only if it advantages them.

Yes Landowners of all kinds with unreasonable expectations of land value which either delays or prevents development. Affordable housing development on Iona on only available land (due to inalienable NTS/agricultural tenancy limits on other land) owned by the Church of Scotland. Church first refused to sell to community 
group and then held out for value more than social housing value set by the DV (any value above this unlikely as both council and Historic Scotland opposed development of anything but social housing) This delayed development for a number of years. Community raised funds to offer above DV valuation.     On another 
island the local landowner also held out for significantly greater value for land for the development of housing association houses - top up had to be secured from HIE to allow the development to go ahead. Again on the same island the landowner’s expectation of land value prevented the purchase of land through the SLF by 
the community for housing  and other development. Before community ownership, affordable housing development was all but impossible in Gigha, Eigg, and Knoydart. it remains very difficult in areas where one landowner effectively controls access to land and local authorities will not use CPO powers for housing.    
Concentration of ownership makes community reliant on the willingness of landowners to sell land for development; and often this land is difficult or uneconomical to develop effectively preventing development. Rather than strategic use of most suitable land for housing development communities can be forced to attempt 
to make development work on land offered which might be long way from infrastructure and have too many constraints to make the development viable. Potentially land reform changes will make a more strategic use of land more possible and interaction with local place plans might help enable the use of CPO by local 
authority and/or the community possible. 

Yes CoS argued that as a charity they had to secure 
"best value" for the land they held. However my 
understanding of charity law is that "best value" 
does not mean highest price. On the other island 
the landowner knew that the housing 
development was a high policy priority and 
therefore expected to be able to secure a higher 
price. They felt they were doing their civic duty by 
offering any land for sale at all.

Argyll and Bute a charity and a private landowner Yes On west coast of large Argyll island worked with community to secure agreement from lander to lease empty property for renovation - we couldn't get any land. Project under development for at least a year and finance secured for the renovation of the two derelict 
properties. Change of mind by the landowner at the last minute meant project did not go ahead. Much time, effort, expense and energy wasted. Too often ability of community to take action on housing and other issues down to the whim of individual landowners 
where they control access to land. They decide that buildings continue to remain empty whilst people leave the area for lack of access to housing.

Yes Community changed 
focus to secure 
agricultural land from 
local farmer - despite 
this being in short 
supply. This land 
used to build two 
new houses. 

Argyll and 
Bute

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Organisation Rural 
Housing 
Scotland

Representative 
of an other 
interested 
organisation

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6908498821 174219154 2018-06-29 23:50:00 2018-06-30 10:26:42 Yes No No Yes It denies opportunities to everyone else. Scotland has many able, ambitious residents with ideas for businesses and the energy and ability to put them into place. Some businesses need access to a small area of land, others to larger areas, but without access to some suitable land it's difficult or impossible to make a start. 
Scotland has an affordable housing problem and lack of access to suitable (affordable) land is one of the many issues causing this. Without affordable housing we cannot hope to retain our younger people in particular.  Scottish government policy for rural areas in particular is very much based on local communities 
developing their own solutions to issues in their areas. Funding goes along with this. Where communities cannot access areas of suitable land to develop facilities needed, including housing, business units for let, and for income generating projects for the community, they become more and more disadvantaged. Those living 
in such areas and trying to develop and maintain such projects become tired and stressed as they battle away making very limited progress, as their community becomes more fragile despite their efforts. There is a big mismatch between government policy re community empowerment and the actual situation. Same with 
funders, so much funding is now focussed on ownership and development of community assets. Communities are expected to take on and provide services councils are no longer able to, this is not sustainable unless they are able to develop genuine assets to enable them to provide and finance these services. 

Yes   My problems started around the time that we got our local development trust, Applecross Community Company, underway. At the time I was working for Raasay House Community Company and received support from experienced staff at the Community Land Unit. I became more aware of the opportunities open to communities which owned land and land based 
assets as a result. Applecross was apparently thriving in many ways, but I was aware that the population was ageing as more and more local young people moved away and we were unable to retain many of the younger people who moved to Applecross to work, mainly due to lack of affordable housing. Some long term residents were living year round in 
caravans, including families with young children. Affordable rented housing completed in 2003 had been in great demand and it was clear there was considerable need for more. The Community Council tasked HSCHT with carrying out a housing needs survey in 2007 which provided clear evidence of need. The CC approached the Applecross Trust to ask for suitable 
land for HSCHT or a housing association to develop affordable rented housing on. Sites were offered but none were suitable, nothing more came of this. When the Community Company was set up in 2008 the Applecross Trust was initially supportive. Our first project was to save the filling station from closure which they apparently thought was an appropriate 
community project of no threat to them. They donated £5,000 towards it.   We had identified the opportunities for community owned renewable energy schemes and approached the Applecross Trust (and crofters) for agreement in principle to assess the viability of hydro schemes on their land. This was readily given. We identified a suitable scheme to develop on 
trust land and with one year's CCF funding in place to get all necessary permissions underway (including legal fees for the Community Company and for the Applecross Trust), we approached the trust to start discussions about the terms of a lease. The trustees were only in Applecross once a year, so we met with the factor, who was encouraging, even suggesting 
that the rent might be low because the income was to be spent in the community. He asked for a written submission to be sent to the trustees, so we produced a detailed 15 page long document, including information on the earning capacity of the scheme and the many priorities the community was likely to spend the money on. Then all went quiet. We pushed 
for a response and were told that the Trust had handed over negotiations to Bidwells, which was also dealing with negotiations for leases for two hydro schemes RWE NPower was planning to build on trust land. Communications became very complicated with so many parties involved, our lawyer, their lawyer, Bidwells, the factor, the trustees. It wasn't clear who
was steering things. Bidwells insisted that the community hydro should be offered similar terms to those offered to RWE, saying there was "no difference" between a community owned scheme and a commercial one. I asked for a meeting with all parties in the same place at the same time, which took place (though of course no Applecross Trust trustees attended) 
but did not resolve anything.   In late August we held an open evening with our hydro engineers in attendance to inform people living in the immediate area of our plans for the hydro and to allow them to ask questions and raise any issues. The chair of the Applecross Trust was in residence for his month of deer shooting and he was invited along. Instead he met 
with our reps and engineers the next day and shocked everyone by saying that the Applecross Trust was going to take over the scheme and develop it themselves. We had already put 18 months’ work and a considerable amount of grant income into the development but had no way of stopping this happening. It later became apparent that this was an attempt to
stop us pushing for more favourable terms for them by demonstrating their power, rather than a real plan. We went back to negotiations on terms which were incredibly slow. Our funding was only available until the end of March so we needed to make faster progress; other than the lease negotiations everything else went well. We accepted a grid connection 
offer, carried out detailed design for the scheme and successfully applied for planning permission. But still the terms of the lease offered by the trust were not acceptable; they were only offering a 20 year lease (which would not have been acceptable to lenders) and they were asking for around 7% of gross income for rent. We provided evidence from other 
community groups developing similar schemes of agreements with landowners at around 4%. We approached the funder for a month's extension to the grant period as legal negotiations were still underway. This was agreed and we pushed the estate to move faster. Another month's extension was agreed by the funder after intervention from our MSP but still the 
agreement wasn't finalised by the end of this. We ended up having to use CARES loan to pay for the remainder of our legal fees and theirs, which added several thousand pounds to the cost of building the scheme. We did end up with better lease terms, at least for the first ten years, but the process was unnecessarily long, (probably) deliberately confusing and 
stressful.   I don't know why the trust did not develop their own hydro scheme or schemes as income generators for the estate. There is quite a number of potential schemes on the peninsula and we know that they had studies carried out, but they did not follow up recommendations.   We experienced similar frustration in relation to a proposed wood fuel project, 
which would have been a win/win situation for all involved. It would have brought in a contractor the Community Company had identified who would have felled the timber and taken it by sea to Skye where he ran district heating schemes. Not only would this have provided a local market for the area of timber that the Trust had grant funding to fell, but also for 
large areas of timber which was ready to fell but for which they had no such subsidy. The contractor was also keen to work with the community company to set up several small district heating schemes in Applecross, earning him an income from the renewable heat subsidy (some of which he would have passed to the community) and providing local people with 
access to affordable heat. This project was well underway, with funding in place which I had applied for from the Timber Transport forum, towards the cost of a slipway to allow barges in to carry out the timber. The contractor was going to pay the balance of this cost. The Timber Transport Forum was supportive of the plan but asked that the Applecross Trust 
should lead the application, rather than the Community Company, as it was their timber. At that time a key member of the Trust's staff, with whom we had a very good relationship, left. The project fell apart without any further discussion with us. The proposed contractor was dropped without discussion, even though he had invested considerable time and money 
into the development of the joint project, including paying engineers to design the slipway. We were not informed of what was going on. The work was awarded to another contractor who felled the area which had attracted a high percentage of public subsidy, transported it by road to Kishorn (over roads which are not suitable for heavy timber lorries) where it 
was sent to Ireland and Belgium. The community was left with 300 tonnes of timber not worth transporting out and worth little or nothing, but much was made of this donation. No explanation was offered for the changes. The Timber Transport Forum paid for minor improvements to the coast road, instead of a useful multipurpose slipway. Our main issue 
continues to be with lack of access to land for affordable housing, whether for individuals, housing associations or community to develop. The provision of this housing is essential if this community is to remain viable in the longer term. Two more housing needs surveys have been carried out, as well as two community consultations with a wider remit, and in all the 
need for affordable housing is proven to be increasing. The reasons for this have been explained to the trust; demand for holiday and retirement homes in Applecross is so strong that prices have risen hugely. Local people cannot compete as they are mainly dependent on tourism for income. Although our tourism industry is well established and run, employment is 
still seasonal and not very well paid. Over 40% of the population is now 60 or older (figures from GP's records) and over 40% of housing stock is holiday homes. Our businesses struggle to attract and retain workforce due to lack of accommodation, there are many now living in caravans, and many who leave each winter to live elsewhere when with a home in the 
area they would be able to stay. This information and the consequences for the community is all explained to the trust but still no sensible offers of housing plots. They never say no, but offer the same unsuitable plots again and again, even though it has been explained by housing professionals at HSCHT what is needed to make a plot feasible to develop affordably.  

Yes We have tried to work closely and honestly with 
them. They make this impossible. We have been 
very open about the issues in the community and 
how we want to tackle them and need access to 
land to do it. 

Highlands a charity A charity formed to 
avoid tax, which most 
likely would not be 
accepted as a charity 
now.

Yes Yes They were part of it 
all. 

Highlands a charity Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Organisation Applecross 
Community 
Company

Representative 
of a community 
body or land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6908390861 174219154 2018-06-29 23:41:43 2018-06-29 23:52:49 Yes No No Yes Control of land by one owner can create a situation where necessary developments are not possible. Yes We as new crofters were in the process of building our Croft house, after agreements were in place and finance arranged it came to light we required access rights for residential use on ground between our Croft and the public highway . The ground is private laird owned. The result was a very stressful long process to get a 
simple access agreement in place which the laird had said wasn’t a problem , we nearly lost the finance , the kit company wanted to increase the price , and it cost us a fortune to pay for the estates Edinburgh lawyers to eventually get access with almost childish conditions attached , we felt as though we were being put in our 
place and reminded who held the power. 

Yes No comment from them . Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual

 

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6908248922 174219154 2018-06-29 18:32:41 2018-06-29 18:58:51 Yes Yes A lot of the land is used on a commercial basis, weather that be forestry, deer stalking,salmon fishing, grouse shooting and pheasant and partridge shooting and farming. If these were to be lost , you couldn’t replace that mass scale of land with anything else that would benefit the economy and local communities Anywhere 
Near the same. Take this away and you will be left with ‘dead’ land in every sense of the word. 

Yes I’m a Grousekeeper on a large estate in the highlands, I moved to this job from Manchester and i love it. Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes The work the Estate creates for local business is relentless.     We have a 
holiday lets and residential let’s. Which again is all generating money. 

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No Yes I don’t have any. No Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906863580 174219154 2018-06-27 12:39:11 2018-06-27 12:48:48 Yes Yes I live in an area of fragmented owners, individually we do not have the resource to provide the level of public good that I see on big estates such as Drumlanrig Yes Large estates have the resource to manage projects and improvements, manage an enhanced public footprint and more choice/capability to invest in the environment and landscape South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes I believe that big estates have more capacity to consult with the community South west 
Scotland 
(South 
Lanarkshire, 
South and 
East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Just as there is the potential to do good, there is also the potential for disadvantage but in my view most large estates with diverse interests are managing for good No Tend to agree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906637456 174219154 2018-06-27 0:17:21 2018-06-27 0:24:11 Yes No No Yes Long term security for tenancies or security for longer term objectives such as tree growth or habitat recovery Yes Lack of security , and short term Implementation of policies such as grazing, planting, drainage or sport.  There is also the issue of accountability if there is no request for public resources then the lanowner(s) can manipulate the resource with no oversight Yes Not received very favourably Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

A charity No Tend to agree Tend to agree Tend to agree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

 i
y  f ll

Yes

6906623104 174219154 2018-06-26 23:37:19 2018-06-26 23:56:08 Yes Yes No Yes Inability to access the countryside.  Poor ecological management.  Concentration on monocultures.  Unnecessary culls, hares and badgers for example.  Agribusiness is large scale often not of benefit to the local peoples or indeed responsive to the needs of civic Scotland.  Few small parcels of land to enable diversity of 
expression, small holdings or crofting.  Abuse of EU farming subsidies. 

Yes barbed wire over paths.  Inaccessible for the semi ambulant - I can no longer leap over styles.     I am also aware of losing raptors over these large estates and a number undertaking illegal hunts with dogs.      I have searched for a parcel of land upon which I could live a self sufficient way, simply and with little environmental 
impact.  The land is not available - also the planning laws around even non permanent buildings are completely restrictive and encourage the concentration of land ownership. 

Yes Yes, no response or dismissed response. East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and 
Kinross, Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes The swathes of Scotland laid out to single or limited trees for profit, mainly by the Forestry Commission are a poor use of land. Reforestation using slow growing indigenous trees are needed to reclaim the land.      Further flooding can be prevented by strategic tree 
planting.      When the land is owned by a commercial body or an overseas investor - it is impossible to negotiate more diverse land use. 

Yes Forestry Commission 
representative for our 
local woodlands 
talked of the need for 
profit. 

East central 
Scotland 
(Fife, 
Dundee, 
Perth and 
Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906423963 174219154 2018-06-26 17:21:05 2018-06-28 8:38:52 Yes Yes My experience of large scale (concentrated) ownership of land in Scotland comes from my experience as a land manager (Chief Executive) employed by Dunecht Estates, a diverse rural property based business extending to c50 000 acres and comprising of 6 different Estates in Aberdeenshire and Kincardineshire. Dunecht’s interests include farming (in hand and let), 
commercial forestry, field sports, residential property, commercial property, minerals and tourism. I have been employed in my current position since 1997 and by Dunecht Estates since 1989. I live within the community of Dunecht and have done so since 1972, attending primary and secondary schools locally and university in Aberdeen.     I set out below the 
benefits/my positive experiences of concentrated ownership:    •	Large scale land ownership allows a rural business to take advantage of economies of scale and run efficiently. An efficient business will be robust and sustainable and deliver a range of benefits both economically and socially. This is applicable to the farming, forestry and field sports parts of the 
Dunecht business:  o	A farming business is more likely to be efficient if it is able to spread fixed costs (labour, machinery etc) over a greater acreage. This is seen with the operation of Dunecht Home Farms (DHF) a mixed arable/livestock farming business extending over 2500 acres. As an example DHF has a single combine and cuts 1000 acres of crops annually. 
Smaller farms may well each carry their own combine but only cut 200 acres of crop per annum.  o	Economies of scale also benefit Dunecht’s commercial forestry business. Essential parts of infrastructure eg forest roads and loading bays can serve extensive blocks or areas of woodland. If those forests were fragmented then more loading bays and roads are likely to 
be required increasing the overall production cost of extracting the same volumes of timber. Also fragmented woodlands might well be subject to different management objectives/prescriptions and owners may as a result be less than willing to agree/collaborate on sharing infrastructure costs eg an area of woodland although planted as a commercial crop may see 
management objectives change so that timber production becomes much less important – and thus removing any willingness to contribute to sharing of infrastructure costs. Reductions in available timber volumes will impact negatively on downstream industries eg timber processing and thus the Scotti sh economy.     o	Grouse moor management, deer forests and 
salmon fishings also benefit from scale. For example fixed cost expenditure associated with the employment of a head ghillie on a salmon fishing beat eg wages, training etc spread over a beat with 10 pools and an average catch of 250 salmon with resulting income will be more efficient than a beat with 3 pools and an average catch of 50 salmon. The same position 
stands for a grouse moor extending to 15000 acres in contrast to the situation if it was divided into 15 blocks of 1000 acres. It is important to highlight that often field sports businesses are located in fragile rural areas where economic opportunities are limited. A consequence of scale is that more efficient businesses are likely to be sustained delivering wide 
benefits economically (local businesses) and socially (schools, village halls, churches etc). •Concentrated ownership facilitates the delivery of government policy (and significantly land use policy) consistently over large single areas. This could be policy in relation to farming, forestry, tourism, wildlife management etc. •Given Dunecht’s scale of ownership a resident 
in-house professional team of land managers and support staff is employed. Professional staff have professional standards to maintain and continuing professional development requirements to meet with these regulated by governing bodies. The professional team should thus be aware of changes in the law, contemporary standards and government policy and 
make recommendations/exercise management accordingly. Employment of such an in-house team is made possible by scale of ownership. •Concentration of land ownership allows land managers to deliver well planned integrated land management thus allowing competing objectives (eg farming, forestry and field sports) to be balanced against each other. In 
situations where the ownership is split/smaller scale achieving such integration will be far more challenging and in such cases impossible as parties may simply be unable to agree.   •	An extensive area under single ownership/management facilitates environmental/conservation management on a scale likely to be delivered more effectively/efficiently than if the 
same land was in fragmented ownership where parties may well find it difficult to agree on objectives. Examples on Dunecht Estates include 1) grouse moor management and the associated benefits that such land use management delivers for other moorland and moorland fringe species eg black game and waders 2) roe deer management and 3) red squirrel 
conservation/grey squirrel control.    •	Scale of ownership facilitates the provision of community assets. At Dunecht the football pitch, cricket pitch, golf course, Loch of Skene (sailing), cross country course (Pony Club), Showground for the annual Echt Show and village hall are all in Estate ownership and either used by organisations free of charge or at peppercorn 
rents. The Estate recognises that the continuation/provision of these assets makes the community a more desirable place to live and work thus making it easier to attract and retain employees and tenants. As such the community and the Dunecht business benefits. In addition the size of the business allows annual financial contributions to be made to village halls, 
churches and community organisations. From time to time very significant financial contributions have been made to other important local fund raising initiatives eg Suttie Centre for Teaching and Learning at the University of Aberdeen.  It is highly questionable whether such assets/contributions would be made available without scale ie if the landholding was 
broken up into small parcels. •Also Dunecht will aim to let family houses to families and local people when possible. This has the benefit of helping to sustain school rolls, village shops and the community generally. Again if the community is vibrant then it is a better place to live for all including Estate employees and tenants. If the same landholding was 
disaggregated such vibrancy could well be lost as different owners may have different plans eg some may choose to asset strip with all houses sold off and removed from the affordable rental market.        •	The Dunecht Estate Policies form part of a designed landscape and despite the sale of Dunecht House and its immediate garden the lands/grounds/woodlands 
and the extensive network of roads running through it continue to be well maintained by the Estate. This supports the rental and capital value of the properties remaining within the area. Additionally it provides the local communities of Dunecht and Echt and other neighbouring communities with a very significant recreational resource which is extensively used 
by walkers, cyclists, runners, families etc. If not in single ownership then arguably these areas and the roads would cease to be maintained to the same standard if maintained at all. Elsewhere on Dunecht Estates we have experience of trying to get a number of third party households served by the same access road to agree to contribute to the cost of repairing 
the road. Some are not interested and are happy with the road as it is, others cannot agree on the specification for the works and others do not have the funds to make any contribution. Consequently stalemate arises and nothing happens leaving the road to deteriorate further. •Scale of ownership provides a single point of contact for organisations and an ability 
for agreement to be granted for all sorts of use being made of land and woodlands. Recent examples on Dunecht include hosting part of the World Orienteering Championships, the annual ‘Dunecht Dash’, an annual charity fundraising triathlon, a charity fundraising hill race, Aberdeen Hash House Harriers, an open day for local primary schools, Countryside Live, 
sites for Forest Schools etc etc. •Ownership of extensive lands in contrast to fragmented ownership has the benefit of reducing scope for dispute and disagreement between neighbours (because there are fewer of them). There is potential for dispute/acrimony over boundaries, use of roads, watercourse etc.      

Yes See Q3 North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes See Q3 North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshir
e and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes I recognise the potential for concentrated ownership to disadvantage a local community/the economy. I see that this could arise if a landowner owning land surrounding a settlement failed to engage with the local authority/community over the sale or lease of land to provide assets that are important for the health of the 
community. The most obvious example would be where the owner is not prepared to promote and sell land for new housing development when new houses are needed in the locality. Other examples could be land for a new school car park or ground for a key part of infrastructure eg a new sewage works. However there are 
existing powers available to deal with problematic situations where complete intransigence exits eg compulsory purchase powers and soon there will also be the power available under Part 5 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016 in relation to the right to buy land to further sustainable development. Before rushing into the 
promotion of new legislation work should be done to see why existing mechanisms are failing - and in respect of the Part 5 powers under the 2016 Act they need to be given the opportunity to be introduced and tested.

No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Organisation Dunecht 
Estates

Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906237495 174219154 2018-06-26 12:35:33 2018-06-26 12:55:04 Yes No No Yes Limited access to funding for projects.  Limited say on what happens to the land in terms of development.  Often these individual's or organisations do not have the "social entrepreneurial" skills to develop communities. Yes Applecross campsite sits in a rather poor state due to difficulties securing land lease for a duration sufficient enough to merit investment. (or ROI) No I'm a visitor to the area on a regular basis but due 
to condition of the campsite I spend less time in 
Applecross.  The root of the sites problems appear 
to stem from the Applecross trust.  My 
observations are from a distance, however if the 
relationship between local people and businesses 
does not run smoothly there is an economic 
impact downstream.  

Highlands Other (please 
specify below)

Trust No Tend to agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other (please 
specify)

A tourist. Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906223027 174219154 2018-06-26 11:59:51 2018-06-26 12:09:12 Yes Yes quick decision making & implementation; ability to introduce private capital Yes many estates are run at a loss and provide social & environmental benefits in excess of their own capabilities. Argyll and Bute a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906198644 174219154 2018-06-26 10:52:52 2018-06-26 11:23:57 Yes Yes In wild upland areas where the public are free to access & enjoy at no cost the owner maintains & manages the landscape & often such estates are run at a loss. This is in effect a service to the community & the public. Yes Such ownership is very often a great responsibility where the local community are heavily involved & everyone feels a sense of community pride & belonging. Such owners, & there are many more good ones than bad ones, feel it is a rare privelege to" treasure beyond measure." Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes the housing, where possible, of retired estate/farm workers. Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Those who believe a landscape does not need active management. Yes Trying to make the Highlands into wildlife parks with the reintroduction of wolves etc No has been well publicised Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No Tend to 
disagree

Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906179502 174219154 2018-06-26 10:01:10 2018-06-26 12:55:59 Yes Yes As in any business viable scale is important and where the primary resource is land and quality is poor in respect of soils, underlying geology, elevation, exposure and remoteness, then a greater land area is required to support business activity and necessary levels of employment.      Large landholdings can also facilitate other 
business by providing access to land and buildings.  Examples on this estate of businesses operated by others on a leasehold business include agricultural storage, gravel extraction, an equestrian business, paintball and public allotments.  We also support a community business, the Glenesk Trust, with administrative 
support, free of charge, and an annual donation (10k) derived from our hydro schemes.

Yes Declaring my interest as a resident factor, large long established estates have a close mutually supportive relationship with local communities, both business and social.  This can create a community ethos which is now uncommon in modern living and is widely recognised as a positive for most of those directly involved.  On 
the development side, by developing its own resources into new business enterprises this estate has been able to more than double employment (approx. 90fte) in addition to releasing land for business development (20ha) and for housing (12 ha with 16ha in pipeline) and to take an overview of local development 
opportunities; also to facilitate recreational public access.  These benefits would have been more difficult on a piecemeal ownership basis.

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes A collaborative approach to land management at landscape scale, eg through 
Fishery Boards or DMGs.

Other (please 
specify below)

This is a general 
observation applicable 
throughout rural 
Scotland although 
more particular to the 
upland areas.

No Not particularly although there may be individual situations where more diversified ownership, occupation and management  would be beneficial.      The SRUC study for ScotGov (2016?) found no evidence that large scale land ownership was a significant factor in rural disadvantage.  There is surely room for a diversity of 
ownership structure, scale and type.  Private, public, community and NGO ownership all have a role to play but are equally likely to include good and bad examples.  This is really not an area where ideology should overrule a structure which delivers many public benefits and which is evolving progressively to reflect the needs of 
our changing society.  On balance I believe that the present structure of land ownership, but more particularly, its management, scores well in terms of the environment, economy, communities, and society as a whole, in addition to the enjoyment and business value of owners.

No Tend to 
disagree

Tend to agree Tend to disagree Organisation Da;lhousie 
Estates

Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6906174736 174219154 2018-06-26 9:47:47 2018-06-26 10:52:36 Yes Yes As with any business, size is critical to the success of that business. If the business is too small, it cannot benefit from economies of scale and the cost of management is too high. If it is too big there is a danger of insufficient management and a lack of detail.  That said, there is an understanding that to benefit from modern 
trends of computerisation, of larger machinery and of higher skilled staff, expansion in size is the preferable route. Whilst  a farm of 300 acres could support a family and two employees in 1960, by 2018 this has risen to 2000 acres.  Any loss making business will cut expenses and look short term, with inevitable harm being 
done to the environment and local community.

Yes I run an agricultural and property business in North Angus. Because of our size, we are able to return a profit most years, all of which is reinvested.  That reinvestment has been used to increase our labour force, to provide start up space for rural businesses, to provide affordable houses, to convert where possible to 
renewable fuels, to plant and maintain winter bird cover, to plant trees, to dig ponds and build beetle banks, to maintain miles of hedging, and to support the local school and village hall. 

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes Most of the major tourist developments in rural Scotland are on large 
estates. Blair Atholl, Luss, Blair Drummond,Castle Gordon etc are all 
examples where the business has been of sufficient size both to develop 
and two run such enterprises. It is becoming increasingly difficult to borr

money to develop

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes If the property is not looked after properly, then it will suffer, as will the economy, the environment and the community. Obviously if the mismanagement is on a large property, then there is impact on a larger area. It is not the size of the holding that matters; it is the management that matters. No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6905788370 174219154 2018-06-25 17:20:43 2018-06-25 17:27:55 Yes Yes The land will be managed in individual basis Yes I have been able to continually manage the land and farming enterprise in a business like approach Central Scotland (Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and 
West Lothian)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes Help keep the hill safe and clean Central 
Scotland 
(Stirling and 
Clackmannan
shire, Falkirk 
and West 
Lothian)

a private 
individual or 
business

No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

No

6905778622 174219154 2018-06-25 17:06:47 2018-06-25 17:11:04 Yes No It could be argued that there are benefits to concentration for energy use. No Yes The monopolisation of large sections of land prevents a diverse, vibrant rural economy where different stakeholders are able to exist sustainably and fruitfully in areas of Scotland that are not concentrated in the major cities.     The upland land management, concentrated around large moors, also brings enormous 
disadvantages to biodiversity. 

Yes The tremendous pressure of grouse moors, and the negative effects this has on biodiversity, has been seen by countless days spent walking the hills! No Because their reaction would be predictably 
aggressive! 

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Tend to agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6905770405 174219154 2018-06-25 16:54:51 2018-06-25 17:09:36 Yes No Yes, it does deliver benefits, addressing each of the topics:  1. Ability to take a bigger picture view regarding the environment.  2. delivering economies of scale for very un-productive land.  3. Scotland has a beautiful landscape, which it is possible to enjoy irrespective of who owns it.  4. A free land market facilitates inflows of 
investment (often large estates are unprofitable and rely on this to ensure provision of jobs and housing).  Market interference and price setting does the opposite.

Yes Seeing the work and investment carried out tirelessly by the n every aspect of the Drumlanrigg estate South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

No No No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6905326017 174219154 2018-06-24 17:33:28 2018-06-24 17:59:27 Yes Yes Economies of scale for investment and expertise amidst industries where return on investment can be at best low. Yes Strathmore Estates in Angus where I worked. The in-hand land employed more per hectare than the let land and their investment led to leading farming and tourism enterprises as well as excellent examples of wildlife conservation and game management, provison of low-cost rented accommodation and rural businesses. Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes A rural estate in East Lothian where there is on going investment to create 
diversified employment significantly in tourism. 

South east 
Scotland 
(Edinburgh, 
East and Mid-
Lothian, 
Scottish 
Borders)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes If the owner is not community minded, investment can be stifled. Yes There was a lack of investment overall into a rural estate and in particulr into the residential property. Yes I took over the management and secured 
investment for the estate. This included forestry, 
let cottages and farms.

South east Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East 
and Mid-Lothian, 
Scottish Borders)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Council owned land, notably forestry. Yes No action South east 
Scotland 
(Edinburgh, 
East and 
Mid-
Lothian, 
Scottish 
Borders)

a public 
body

Strongly 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Other (please 
specify)

Land agent 
working for 
small estates 
and farmers.

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6904492175 174219154 2018-06-22 12:02:33 2018-06-22 14:10:56 Yes Yes Continuity of management  preservation of landscape and historic building features  habitat management on a large scale, particularly deer  investment and retention of employment in remote communities Yes I have been employed on a large estate for over 27 years.  In  the past the estate let many farms and these have in some cases launched successful large family  farming businesses which own land outwith the estate. They still value their connection to the estate.  the estate is an important provider of local rural housing at 
reasonable rents which otherwise might be unavailable. The estate has high standards of maintenance of traditional buildings and landscape features such as roadside trees which contribute to the unique quality much admired by visitors.  The estate has continued to invest in hill farming and deer management which has 
retained viable community in the glen, which otherwise would most probably have been lost.  the estate is an integral part of the local community in itself with employees, tenants and management playing a part.

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

including also a family trust, and a 
charity

Yes In our particular case, the very long involvement of the family in the local 
community and it's history is important. In the19th century a period of 
investment in agricultural holdings produced a special built and natural 
landscape.  The stewardship of that continues, retaining particularly houses 
and cottages of special character which in other circumstances would have 
been demolished and replaced with contemporary buildings which would 
have been a loss.

East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, 
Perth and 
Kinross, 
Angus)

Other (please 
specify below)

micture of private 
ownership, family trust 
and registered charity

Yes This entirely depends on the management policies of the owner.  A failure to invest and maintain, a reluctance to engage in the community, managing for short term gain are negative and apply equally to smaller landholdings, but  for larger units the impact is much greater. No Neither agree 
nor disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Organisation Drummond 
Estates

Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6903897910 174219154 2018-06-21 11:48:05 2018-06-28 9:04:13 Yes Yes

                                                                             

Yes North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

No Yes To the east of Aboyne a small land holder has resolutely refused to give up his section of the former railway line. Although now a long and circuituous route has been found to continue the Deeside Way further east it is surprising that the Local Authority did not use compulsory purchase powers to secure this part of the 
former railway line. 

No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6903685208 174219154 2018-06-20 23:51:03 2018-06-21 0:03:42 Yes Yes The type of land where such concentrated ownership patterns emerge is invariably of a very low quality and where any sort of sustainable economy is impossible on a small area or, more often, where there is no sustainable economic use no matter what size it is.   No No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6903502228 174219154 2018-06-20 18:18:14 2018-06-26 15:49:06 Yes Yes There is a continuity of the benefits to the community which include the facilities (for example) of a village hall, bowling green and tennis courts. These facilities are used and run by local residents. The houses that were occupied by the various workers employed on the estates are now available for locals who work in the area. 
There is now a local community not presently connected (ie not employed by the estate )with the estate and form a hub.

Yes A community or hub exists around the facilities introduced by a landowner. The members of this community socialises and interact with each other more than if there were none of these facilities. South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

No a private 
individual or 
business

No There are no actual disadvantages. Ideologically  people think that there are - only in the mind. No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6900337697 174219154 2018-06-14 16:09:38 2018-06-27 11:22:42 Yes No No

 f ll

Yes

6896738459 174219154 2018-06-08 14:33:08 2018-06-08 15:11:25 Yes Yes Continuuity of land management, long term view of land management, economies of scale of rural business in marginal areas continuity of employment, often external source of funding fragile ryrual business that would otherwise be econimically unsustainable Yes In areas where any form of rural business is marginal at best owning a large property allows economies of scale and a scale of investment that smaller more fragmented properties cannot do. This provides employment in areas where every single job is vital. Larger landowners tend to create long term sustainable employment 
and can invest in long term rural activities eg forestry. This type of land ownership has created many business opportunities for local businesses and individuals. Smaller land holdings and indeed charity and community land owners are not able to do this either because of scale or because of inexperienced and unwieldy 
management structures and over emphasis on conservation rather than wealth creation.

Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes 40% of the local school role is made up of children whose families are only 
in the area because they work for large private landowners.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Yes A number of large landowners state conservation as the main objective in their land management. This does not create sustainable employment and provides very little to the local economy. This highlights the problems with 'single' issue landowners who do not understand the responsibilities of owning land in fragile rural 
areas. These type of landowners generally consider their land management model to be the only one and expect neighbours to manage their land in the same way which is not the correct way for any business to behave and hampers the development and sustainability of the local economy.

Yes John Muir Trust, Scottish WildLife Trust, RSPB, Assynt Foundation, Wildland Ltd all have conservation agendas that directly negatively impact on their neighbours and the local economies. Often this is because they either remove some of the few sustainable activities available eg commercial forestry and deer stalking or they 
object to development ie wind farms, fish farms, forestry expansion, hydro schemes. These organisations do not allow the land to be used to develop the local communities rather they want the land to be preserved for the benefits of mostly people from outwith these local communities who only visit for a very short time. 
Local communities and their wishes are generally ignored.

Yes As stated before conservation land owners tend to 
have their own ideas about land management and 
anyone who has any issues with this is wrong. So 
very difficult to even open up dialogue let alone 
resolve disputes. Very difficult to get hold of a 
responsible person as the management structure 
is usually complex with the decision makers 
usually not living in the local communities

Highlands a charity community land owner  
and public body

No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

resident of 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6895812767 174219154 2018-06-07 8:37:12 2018-06-07 9:08:18 Yes No The village I live in surrounded by land owned by one person and during the twenty-five plus years I have been here I have never seen any benefit from this.  No Yes My experience of the land owner where I live in entirely negative. He restricts access as much as the law will allow him to, and more on occasion, contributes nothing to local village events, refuses to co-operate with community initiatives to improve our environment - most recently refusing to allow cycle paths across his land - 
and manages the land with little consideration for the local community or environment - leaving tenant farms empty and decaying, for example, or recently felling many of his tree plantations during the bird nesting season and continuing even after the police became involved.

Yes Yes Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual

 f ll

Yes

6894563453 174219154 2018-06-05 17:58:42 2018-06-05 18:19:41 Yes No No Yes Monopoly of land ownership in localities allows a bad/poor landowner to virtually control the destiny of the ground and those who live and work on that ground with, in many cases, the full backing of the law and even, on occasions, with assistance from Government grant schemes. Yes Th  has ended farm tenancies to either sell farms to private forestry groups or to appropriate forestry grant scheme funding for his Estate. In either case scenario the effect on the tenants is catastrophic and the local community is powerless to prevent the spread of commercial forestry on their local hills. Yes South west 
Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South 
and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes The same landowner, cleared farms in Canonbie, Glenzier area some years ago as he hoped to benefit from potential gas and coal extraction. That ground is now mainly annual grass lets or “in hand”. In bith cases, particularly the 
latter, the ground has suffered severe deterioration. The competent and viable previous tenants had no right of recourse due to the form of tenancy the were tied to. 

Yes South west 
Scotland 
(South 
Lanarkshire
, South and 
East 
Ayrshire, 
Dumfries 
and 
Galloway)

a 
communit
y land 
owner

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6884588907 171394175 2018-05-22 14:58:04 2018-05-22 15:13:45 Yes Yes usually supportive of the local community  feeling of belonging  local jobs for local people either part or full time depending on time of year  some take an active interest in enhancing the environment, and is usually driven by local individual on the estate Yes one owner means easy access to the decision makers and you are involved in that process.  i have been employed on the same estate for 30 yrs and have contributed to the enhancement / establishment of habitat in the area, including involving the local people.  Grouse and stalking, employs part time staff during the seasons, 
plus many guests stay in local B&B and in doing so support the local economy  

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

No Yes can be driven to one or two objectives   Finance, having the budgets to complete certain tasks  stuck in the 1960's from an estate management perspective  unwilling to change Yes woodland expansion, lack of opportunity Yes this is a sporting estate, and this comes first North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Tend to 
disagree

Strongly agree Tend to disagree Individual Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

No

6882570025 171394175 2018-05-19 17:03:04 2018-05-19 17:11:20 Yes Yes Application of environmental policies over a significant canvas. Yes Our forestry management policies permit landscape management on a landscape scale.  Our wildlife management policies can be applied more effectively over a wider area than in penny packets. West central Scotland (North 
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and 
East Renfrewshire, Glasgow, 
East and West Dunbartonshire,  
North Ayrshire, Inverclyde)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes We own a portfolio of approx 30 residential properties, we can therefore 
provide a range of homes different socio-economic groupings. 

West central 
Scotland 
(North 
Lanarkshire, 
Renfrewshire 
and East 
Renfrewshire, 
Glasgow, East 
and West 
Dunbartonshi
re,  North 
Ayrshire, 
Inverclyde)

a private 
individual or 
business

No No Neither agree 
nor disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6881504925 171394175 2018-05-18 9:13:30 2018-05-18 13:29:28 Yes Yes I think that the number of people owningthe land is irrelevant o the overall benefit.  The environmental, societal and economic benefits result from good management and whether that's 1 company or many or a co-operative doesn't matter.  Any ownership structure can have good management. Yes I am part of a partnership which owns a large amount of farmland.  While we have a long history of ownership, people who work here also have a long history connected to the land and we can act as a beacon of good management over a relatively large scale.  The fact that we have a large farm is however not related to the good 
management as we could manage the land in a similar way with a smaller amount.

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

No Yes Economic failure, communities shrinking, erosion and decreasing biodiversity. No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6879825970 171394175 2018-05-16 19:41:13 2018-05-16 20:15:43 Yes Yes Although there of course can be drawbacks, in all cases that I have seen the power of ownership hasn't been abused and quick decisions have been made that have brought many benefits that might not have been the case had there been disparate ownership or community ownership. Community ownership worries me as 
one only has to look at all the disagreements in community councils to see where all this might go. Basically who owns the land is irrelevant , given that there are so many restrictions in what they can do anyway. Much more effort should be given to creating opportunity without the fear that future legislation or worse 
retrospective legislation will quash the opportunity that has been created. There is this concept that governments need to always do more and then in they steam creating havoc. The less that successive and useless governments do will create all the opportunities that are needed although not all that governments do is bad.

Yes If one looks around Scotland areas that have multi ownership and this is especially true of marginal areas, there is a distinct lack of investment and everything has a dilapidated feel, and it is very clear as one travels around that certain areas have had money spent on them and from what I can see they clearly need a certain size 
to achieve the momentum to do this.

Highlands Other 
(please 
specify 
below)

It applies to everybody in every part of 
Scotland

Yes In my journeys through Scotland I can see where money is spent and where 
it is not and I would hate to see successful operations broken up just 
because they don't match certain peoples political motives. Just look at the 
success stories in rural Scotland and work out where they are derived 
from.There are lots of examples to pick from.

Highlands Other (please 
specify below)

Mainly private 
landowners but there 
are many examples of 
well organised charities 
doing great work in 
their land ownership. It 
is what they do, not 
who they are that is 
important.

Yes Of course there is the possibility of a rogue landowner causing chaos, but I can't think of one that has although there are some that haven't done enough, but I don't think that is a good enough reason to pillory the rest. Yes There are quite a number of agricultural units that should be given over to an agricultural tenancy but clearly no landowner wants to do this because of the current legislation. As I pointed out previously if governments would just stay out of the landlord/tenant relationship the whole thing would start to flow again and these 
abandoned units could once more thrive.

Not 
applicable

Orkney Islands All of Scotland No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Representative 
of a community 
body or land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6879601913 171394175 2018-05-16 17:09:54 2018-05-16 17:25:58 Yes Yes Good land management is a long term business. This can only be achieved by continuity of ownership. France has not had this continuity and consequently the land has not been managed well. landholdings have got smaller and smaller, each smallholding is insufficient to support a family and the management is not 
sustainable. 

Yes In Scotland, concentrated land management has resulted in a mosaic of land uses particularly in the upland areas where a mixture of forestry (both commercial and amenity) has been mixed with faming of livestock (sheep and cattle) and deer management which has supported rural communities. Argyll and Bute a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes Riparian ownership has resulted in Charitable Trusts being established, 
particularly on the West Coast of Scotland, which has single handedly 
protected migratory fish from substandard husbandry and improper 
location of fish farms.

Argyll and 
Bute

a private 
individual or 
business

No none No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6879371443 171394175 2018-05-16 14:30:00 2018-05-16 14:43:41 Yes Yes In areas where there is no economic productive base , owners of land with deep pockets are fantastic for providing employment and investmentt Yes I live on the east coast where employment is directly related to economic output . When visiting the North and West Highlands it is clear that jobs and investment depend on more altruistic motives . Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes love of countryside has meant some interesting conservation and tourist 
initiatives being taken where there is no clear economic return

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

conservation charity No only if the owner is an individual or charity that does not engage seriously with the local community Yes A large land owning charity not accepting local resident's reasonable interest in policies adopted by the charity No Of course not , the charity is based far away and 
does not welcome intervention

Highlands a charity Yes Single issue management policies that are fashionable but have no serious scientific status Yes None . Highlands a public 
body

Strongly 
disagree

Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Dont like that 
question . 
Inclined to 
think it will 
invalidate my 
responses

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6879339255 171394175 2018-05-16 14:07:15 2018-05-16 14:33:33 Yes Yes see comments at 4 below Yes In 1980 my wife and I newly married at 21 years old and fresh out of our education wanted to start up a business growing plants. With no experience, no financial backing and no potential to buy our own premises we approached Dupplin Estate by Perth about the possibility or renting their old kitchen garden. despite our 
young age and lack of experience they gave us a chance with an initial 5 year lease on a peppercorn rent of the walled garden and adjoining house. This gave us the start we needed and our business is now still expanding, in a way sadly, since we miss Dupplin, now on a site of our own ownership.    The point of this is that 
without Dupplin Estate being intact as part of a large estate in family ownership we would never been given such a good start in our business life. it is only because the estate existed in single ownership that the owning family had the resources to be able to give us a hand up.

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

Other 
(please 
specify 
b l )

Private family trust No No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Organisation Other (please 
specify)

family business 
partnership

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6879329159 171394175 2018-05-16 13:59:51 2018-05-16 14:08:56 Yes Yes Finance available from outwith the area to its benefit,ie.with an Owner having access to "outside income" to the local advantage Yes As said, most forms of land ownership in Scotland are not 100% self-sufficient, thus necessitating the need for and advantage of income from other sources, this income being to the advantage of the local community. Further, my experience is that most land owners liaise constantly with the local community, and are big 
contributors to its economy and welfare

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes At Inverinate, nr.Dornie in Wester Ross, the Arab owners have pumped in 
millions of pounds to the local community, in the form of new village hall, 
more employees, diversification and major local building work. This example 
is repeated in StrathConnon and in many other areas, also in Aberdeenshire.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No Can't think of any disadvantages - it doesn't matter who owns the land, it's much more important what they do with it No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6879292841 171394175 2018-05-16 13:29:18 2018-05-16 13:46:54 Yes Yes Land with very low economic value needs scale to .justify investment. Land is an emotional subject but needs an economic return to be sustainable. Yes In order to justify a full time farm employee at a competitive wage we need to have an economic output of £200,000 per man. Scale delivers that. East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes An economic return creates cash to enhance the environment. No return will 
result in environmental degradation.

East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, 
Perth and 
Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes The threat of political interference leads to a lack of investment by owners who are normally longer term investors. Yes Obligation by state to conduct community buy outs like Ulva with payments per resident at unaffordable levels for everyone else. No Western Isles a private 
individual or 
business

Yes It takes up a disprortional amount of government time leading to a lack of attention to growing the economy for everyone else. No The state is well aware 
of the economic 
nonsense of this but 
has a political hare to 
chase.

Western 
Isles

a public 
body

Tend to 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6872570202 171394175 2018-05-09 18:55:31 2018-05-09 20:18:55 Yes Yes Assistance with getting long term leases on land for community pathways etc. Yes One stop decisions, good relationships. North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

No No No Tend to 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree

Council

Organisation as above Representative 
of a community 
body or land 
owner

Community 
Council

No

6871400182 171394175 2018-05-08 21:16:14 2018-05-08 21:29:44 Yes No No Yes Prevention of access. Yes Alexander Brodie of Brodie erected a gate at Kingsteps, Lochloy, on the outskirts of Nairn    No Others complained. Highlands Other (please 
specify below)

A longstanding right of 
way.

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

ull

Yes

6869629723 171394175 2018-05-07 16:37:52 2018-05-07 18:18:13 Yes Yes In the area I come from, Islay, I see stewardship of non tenanted farmland for use as grouse Moor and red deer habitat.  Both of these activities have a benefit environmentally.  They require heather  burning which reduces tick infestion and  provision of informal access tracks.  These activities provide employment  which often 
comes with accommodation.  In a time when property prices remain high this is of great benefit to suitably trained game keepers.  It has also historically been the practice to provide housing for these employees when they reach retirement age.  The whole island economy benefits from the increased number of visitors with the 
means to engage in field sports. Typically they patronise the hotels and restaurants during the months outside the normal tourist season.    By offering tenanted farms, either as hereditary or partnership tenancies, it is made possible for young potential farmers to enter the industry  without the need to have the funds to buy 
these smaller units themselves.  The farmhouses that go with the tenanted farms are usually large and are frequently  used to provide holiday accommodation for tourists.  Again without the availability of the premises at low cost few young couples could enter this market.  It should be remembered that Islay is an area where 
due to climate and terrain top quality cattle can be successfully raised thus making tenanted farming a viable option.  The local landowners have made significant positive contributions to the community.   They have made land available for  housing development in Bowmore. They have supported the development of 
community village halls.  They own and run a successful hotel which provides year round employment.  They underwrite the cost of and provision of the Islay Lifeboat and have done so continuously  for at least 60 years.  There has been unrestricted access to the land  for hillwalking and beach holidaymakers for my whole 
lifetime 70 years,  and probably long before that.  In comparison the RSPB have fenced off and restricted access to their land since acquiring it.  The largest landowner has made retail and workshop space  available to joiners,  brewers, craftspeople, launderers,  flooring suppliers, fencing  suppliers to name some businesses 
known to me.  The history of single large landownership in Islay gave rise to the development of the significant settlements of Bowmore,  Port Chatlotte  Portnahaven etc. In an effort to  improve the lot of the residents at a time of great poverty.  That large tenancies of the land were established  at that time is the background to 
the successful economy that is Islay today.  The island is at capacity for tourists, the distilleries are expanding and the local workforce yobs meaningful employment on the island.  I do NOT accept that single land ownership has been detrimental to this community. 

Yes I have used the facilities provided as detailed in my response above.   Community hall,  the lifeboat, the hotel, the services  housed in the commercial premises, the sporting  facilities, the free access to the land for walking Argyll and Bute a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes On the island of Jura due to a recent acquisition of a large estate by an 
Australian fund manager much work has been undertaken to improve the 
property, the land and the facilities.  Included in this is the provision of 
sailing facilities  for the local inhabitants.  Further information should be 
sought to understand the positive contribution this has made

Argyll and 
Bute

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes The disadvantage is the current climate where there is uncertainty caused by the current SNP government position on land ownership.  Landowners are retrenching their holdings.  The number of hereditary tenancies is declining so the opportunities for young farmers are diminishing.  Quite the opposite effect that the political 
leaders of Scotland are surely looking good for.    The provision of very large sums to enable community buy outs in rural Scotland  is a purely political strategy  and can have no justification in terms of demonstrating value for money to the Scottish taxpayer.  If the funds were directed  towards  improving  the viability of the 
central belt  where the greatest poverty and lack of job opportunities are to be found one would be more impressed. 

Yes I see farms which were viable 30 years ago now untenanted.  What were once productive fields  have returned to bracken and rashes.  These smaller units could only survive under the umbrella of large and wealthy landowners who in effect subsidised  their estates  from other activities.  Yes The subject of the hostile political climate was 
discussed.  The impact of the Right to Roam 
legislation was also discussed.  This has led to the 
very heavy burden of responsibility  for safety 
descending on the landowner instead of remaing  
with the individual and is a disincentive to the 
landowner to offer the access which previously 
existed 

Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Where the RSPB own land there are more restrictions  on access than where the land is owned by a private land owner.  This policy has not resulted  in stabilised bird numbers.  In fact the trend to protect birds of prey has led to a steep decline in the population of 
small birds.  This observation was made by a Shepherd of 60 years of experience.

No My view is that the 
RSPB are a very 
narrowly focused  
body who do not 
have roots in the 
communities  their 
land holdings 
straddle.  The 
opposite is true of 
the ' concentrated 
land ownership' 
referred to in this 
survey by which I 
assume is meant  
families who have 
'owned'  the land for 
centuries.  Those 
families and their 
employees have long 
and deep 
understanding of the 
countryside and how 
it works.  Credit 
should be given to 
this experience and 
valued rather  than 
trying to eradicate it.

Argyll and 
Bute

a charity Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6857331722 171394175 2018-04-27 15:27:24 2018-04-27 15:50:49 Yes No The only benefit is to the Lichtenstein based land owner who has received GBP1.75m in benefits over the last year whilst earning, tax free, GBP18m. This individual owns most of Eskdalemuir and feels entitled to destroy centuries old water supplies, demolish fences and divert flood water onto adjacent properties. No Yes Those individuals, none of whom are UK tax payers, act as though they own Scotland, riding rough shod over Access rights and neighbours. Yes Always, in Eskdalemuir, the land owners are non-UK based and are of the opinion that, as such, they are no bound by the law in Scotland. It is common for large tracts of tax-payer funded forest to be ring fenced and access denied to walkers. These absentee land owners have destroyed our water supply, (in use since the 
1500s), created a massive frost shadow, blocked sat comms, disrupted electricity supplies for weeks on end, destroyed fencing and created flooding by diverting water courses.    There are >300 residents in Eskdalemuir and the Scottish Government pays out GBP600,000 in farming subsidy. Of this, GBP500,000 is paid to 3 
non-UK based individuals who own the majority of the land in the parish. Between them, these three individuals employ just 1 full time resident and a handful from outside the parish. The net result is that the advent of forestry and the accumulation of land has been akin to the Highland Clearances.  

Yes The local representative is scared of the land 
owner and refuses to take any action.

South west 
Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South 
and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes With the majority of land in Eskdalemuir given over to commercial forestry and in the hands of just a few individuals, there is zero interest in bio-diversity nor in the long term sustainability of the parish. Yes They have managed to 
have their 
representative elected 
on to the local 
committee so that 
they can influence 
local decisions and 
counter complaints.

South west 
Scotland 
(South 
Lanarkshire
, South and 
East 
Ayrshire, 
Dumfries 
and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6855615551 171394175 2018-04-26 18:10:13 2018-04-26 18:47:05 Yes Yes good in most cases, as it continues to be maintained in a stable manner, this type of land doesn't take kindly to sudden changes of management. Yes Cant think of any positive experience for concentrated land ownership, this is either factory farming or housing estates, unless the meaning is something totally different? Central Scotland (Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and 
West Lothian)

Other 
(please 
specify 
below)

many organisations No No I don't believe there is ant disadvantages, most large land owners employ local people for work to be done on their estates, and management them well, its there investment to look after them, which is obviously a benefit for the local economy and society.The disadvantages of community buy outs are very little investment 
available and usually no practical knowledge on how to look after the land, they seem to forget that wealthy land owners are investing their own money wether it be for the sporting value of their estate or just because they want too, not draining the taxes from the country that should be going to health, education. and 
infrastructure. money being spent on these projects it seems are just to support a small band of otherwise unemployable people for their own benefit. 

Yes Not 
applicable

Highlands a charity Community buyouts No Tend to 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6849825457 171394175 2018-04-24 15:37:35 2018-04-24 21:52:03 Yes No No Yes Landowners can stiffle community-led development ambitions where these do not meet with their own ambitions.   Communities have no say in how the land around them is managed and what, if any jobs, are lost or created as a result.  Large landowners can hold sway over tenants and business which might wish to work for 
them and can use that influence to try to influence planning decisions, restrict people's attendance at meetings and even affect election outcomes.

Yes First became really aware of the negative influence of concentrated land ownership at a community meeting in Canonbie about fracking on Buccleuch land. The factor was very visible at the meeting as was noting who said what which visible intimidated some tenants. The Community Council chair was a Buccleuch tenant and 
seemed to feel obliged to toe the Buccleuch line, and the Community Council secretary also seemed determined to reflect Buccleuch's position rather than listening to the community.    I subsequently attended a meeting in Canonbie with Andy Wightman. The Buccleuch team were out in force, including the factor and two 
young minions noting who said what. At the end of the meeting Andy was having to dodge the Buccleuch staff to try to have private conversations with tenants who wished to discuss Buccleuch's treatment of their leases.    Buccleuch also have a habit of sending their factors to community meetings on Wanlockhead and 
Leadhills on topics such as community right to buy and opposition to their plans for windfarms.    Buccleuch say they are keen to promote tourism, but this seems to only extend to tourism which benefits them e.g at Drumlanrig as they have withdrawn from the Upper Nithsdale Tourism Action Group which was attempting 
to promote tourism more widely in the area including promote local small businesses and community run enterprises.    Buccleuch have are also thwarting moves for a community buy-out of land for community owned renewables around Wanlockhead by a counterproposal from the estate for large commercial scale   
windfarm.    Grouse shooting puts very little into the local economy of Leadhills and Wanlockhead, despite claims about it's importance, and local shops and pubs never see benefit from this industry. However there have been a number of suspicious raptor deaths in the area, although it is not clear whether these have been 
the result of actions from Buccleuch or from Hopetoun Estates.

No South west 
Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South 
and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6849226471 171394175 2018-04-24 11:43:03 2018-04-24 12:49:03 Yes Yes Better employment opportunities in land management for those without family connections.   Economies of scale for non-agricultural land use eg recreation and woodland management. Yes I am owner of an estate where scattered woodlands form an area big enough to support a viable timber business with several employed in tree felling, timber processing, and deer management. This would be much harder to achieve with a more fragmented pattern of land ownership South east Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East and Mid-
Lothian, Scottish Borders)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes There are four RHI supported district heating schemes in our community. 
This would have been very hard to achieve had all the properties been in 
different ownership.  Several of the households have below average incomes 
and these schemes have taken them out of fuel poverty

South east 
Scotland 
(Edinburgh, 
East and Mid-
Lothian, 
Scottish 
Borders)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes The community as a whole can be held back in terms of realising the full potential both of the land and the people living on it Yes My experience is more about the positive effects of deconcentrating land ownership.   40 years ago I inherited a 2000 ha estate which I owned all the land, houses and other buildings. Everything was in decline due to lack of financial resources and lack of new ideas and the skills to put them into practice.   25 years ago 
financial circumstances meant that I had to dispose of part of the estate. This partial fragmentation has proved very beneficial. It has provided opportunities for others to develop their own ideas and the community as a whole has become more diverse and enterprising.   But I am still left with a big enough land holding to 
provide viable business opportunities for myself and my family.

Not 
applicable

South east Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East 
and Mid-Lothian, 
Scottish Borders)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Tend to agree Tend to agree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6849055289 171394175 2018-04-24 9:50:40 2018-04-24 11:08:22 Yes Yes There are numerous benefits to this (as well as numerous costs of course).    Firstly, larger areas of land from a management perspective are much easier to manage in a holistic integrated way, potentially benefiting the environment, and the people who use the land. For example, large collectively managed parcels of land are 
optimal for ecological connectivity between habitats rather than small fragmented land ownership.     From an economic perspective large parcels of land are often more viable and otherwise impractical. For example, upland farms are not even remotely commercially viable unless they are very large.     The other 'benefit' that 
comes to mind is relative to the alternative. While concentrated land ownership may not be ideal, it is part of the cultural and natural heritage of this country and trying to forcibly change that could be enormously disruptive and harmful.

Yes I have previously worked for a National Park. Of course national parks do not generally own the vast majority of the land they manage, but they work with a variety of large and small landowners within their region. Connectivity between habitats was a significant project at the time and we were encouraging all landowners to 
work on wildlife corridors between their own and other habitats. Getting one large landowner on board with the project would make an enormous difference to environmental health while an equal amount of work was required to persuade just one of many dozens of small landowners that would own the same area of land. 
Even once persuaded often the small landowners would be much more difficult to persuade to make any significant change or conceit for the environment as they simply have less land and any that is available is much more precious.    This was in the North York Moors National Park in the north of England but the land 
ownership situation is similar. 

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes I currently live in a cottage on a relatively small riverside country estate in one 
of their rented cottages. The estate is very well managed environmentally 
with a good balance of conservation and environment, productive forestry, 
rare-breed stock keeping, and summer and rented accommodation. This 
makes for a balanced well managed area of land with a variety of income 
routes and a variety of land providing for nature and people. This would be 
challenging to do on a useful scale with a smaller area of land.

North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshir
e and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Just as this can provide great advantages for the environment and people it can cause great disadvantages too.    With one individual or business is in control of a huge area of land the power to control a massive amount of environmental and community change lays in the hand of potentially just one person with often very 
little control. If this person were to suddenly decide that all of the land must now be used for maximum commercial productivity regardless of environmental or local concerns then that change would be enacted and in terms of the environment  may be potentially.    There is also a much more philosophical issue of the right of 
land ownership. Once land has been bought in this country it costs nothing to own other than the maintenance and upkeep of that land (unlike for example land tax in New Zealand). This produces a system where often wealthy people maintain their hold on the vast majority of land through generations restricting or entirely 
withholding the benefits of that land from the vast majority of people just because years ago it was granted to or bought by their family. To be granted the privilege of using this land then (generally) less wealthy people are required to pay the landowners, either through rent for a house or farm, or through paying to visit and 
appreciate the land or gain some other resource or amenity from it. This way of thinking has worked in this country for many year but when you get down to it does seem fundamentally flawed and unfair.

Yes A specific example I have witnessed of a single large landowner causing untold damage in Yorkshire (again my apologies for the English examples but they broadly apply to Scotland as well).    An old farmer who owned a large area of productive agricultural land near the river decided he wanted to get more crops from the 
ground. Over a few years he applied all sorts of heavy machinery to remove the ancient hawthorn, beech, holly, and generally rich and diverse hedgerows that criss-crossed his land. This not only removed a huge area of hedge but also removed valuable pathways for nature and species rich buffer strips around the fields and 
beside the river. Not only did this reduce the environmental benefit of the farms to a mono culture desert but the removal of the hedges also affected public rights of way. In the end he got annoyed with people walking across his fields (where hedgerows used to be and by all right people could walk) so he challenged the rights 
of way in court. He won the rulings as no local people had the funds to challenge him and effectively excluded people from the whole area as well. In the end he was quoted as saying that without the hedgerows he could see all of his land from his house and keep and eye on anyone who was walking on it.    This is a very 
specific example that does not apply wholly to Scotland, however, the example of a large landowner with a specific agenda and the power to make it happen regardless is applicable.

No By the time I heard the story the landowner was 
recently dead and his thankfully much more 
reasonable son had taken over. 

a private 
individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Tend to disagree Individual Other (please 
specify)

Research 
Student 
working in 
Conservation 
and 
Environment

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6843059665 171394175 2018-04-20 23:54:36 2018-04-21 0:17:08 Yes Yes This is mostly very poor land that is not viable with normal agri subsidies it needs outside money to employ Gillies,shepherds,stalkers and keepers Yes Seeing schools shops and local services maintained by afore mentioned employees being there Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

No Yes Poor management by some of the newer landowners Yes Slaughter of wild deer sometimes out of season and leaving carcasses   Not 
applicable

Highlands a charity No Tend to 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6842407985 171394175 2018-04-20 18:48:32 2018-04-20 18:53:55 Yes Yes promotes sustainable and good management Yes enables a holistic view to be taken, particularly if ownership is in long term family control South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes many long term family owners have a very close relationship with the land 
and the people that work on it and take a long term view

South west 
Scotland 
(South 
Lanarkshire, 
South and 
East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual or 
business

No none No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6836863102 171394175 2018-04-18 20:12:45 2018-04-18 20:45:55 Yes No Yes There is none Highlands Other 
(please 
specify 
below)

Both a public body and private 
landowners/companies

No Yes Lack of diversity in land management leading to lack a of diversity in opportunity for inhabitants, a narrowing ecological diversity, a steady degradation of productive capacity of the land and deminishing legacy for future generations. Yes The inability to have access to land for productive business, and supplementation and diversity of income streams, means rural life for myself and family is a.) more divorced from the surrounding environment, b.) a bit more difficult due to higher costs, on rural level income from fewer opportunities and c.) less enjoyable as it 
entails watching slow the degradation of previously productive land due to big management not working. (but being propped up by taxpayers money)

Yes No change, and negative reaction on several 
occasions, leading to attempts to socially "shun or 
exclude" myself and family from other potential 
opportunities within the area.  

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

and also land owned by 
government agency

No Strongly agree Strongly disagree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

No

6836481787 171394175 2018-04-18 18:03:57 2018-04-18 18:57:16 Yes Yes Land owners are in a position and have a certain duty to carry out works that otherwise would be left or perhaps neglected. That is a benefit, however I believe individual/organisational land ownership is not a good thing. No Yes Yes Yes on going. Highlands a charity No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6832526632 171394175 2018-04-17 13:52:18 2018-04-17 14:02:50 Yes No No Yes People who control the land have the power, despite others who live on it. This power can be abused, such as not allowing an entire village a renewable energy supply e.g. a wind turbine, because, the land owner would rather keep it free for livestock. Yes A small group of villagers were unable to develop the community, by building a village hall, and a turbine for the village, because, of one individual land owner, who was aggainst the proposition, because it meant they would lose land for livestock. Yes Western Isles a private 
individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6824263189 171394175 2018-04-13 12:44:05 2018-04-13 13:08:47 Yes Yes these people work together as in the Cairngorms area meet to discuss new ways of working ,problems etc which might be where there is overlap as with Deer to the mutual benefit of the entire area Yes As a trustee of The Invercauld Estate we and our professional representatives meet regularly not just with other land owners to agree policy and overlap where relevant we also meet mainly through he estates factor all the local bodies involved with the Cairngorms National Park and the local communities of 
Braemar and Ballater

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

Other 
(please 
specify 
below)

A private trust with English and Scottish 
beneficaries

Yes there is a saving of scale economy quite clearly and a greater ability to invest 
capital in projects which benefit the estate and the local community and 
employment in an area where there is little alternate employment

North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshir
e and Moray)

Other (please 
specify below)

a trust for English and 
Scottish beneficaries

No I am not aware of any if the estate is properly run No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Organisation The 
Invercauld 
Estate 

Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

I am a 
chartered 
Surveyor with 
50 years 

experience of 
land management

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6822250066 171394175 2018-04-12 17:26:59 2018-04-12 17:47:21 Yes Yes Financial private investment in rural infrastructure such as roads, forest tracks, fencing for animal safety, and general care of the land resulting in safe overall public benefits. Yes Excellent walking and rambling on well maintained and directed footpaths and bridges. North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes Very good working relationship between land owner and all manner of local 
community businesses and enterprises.

North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshir
e and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes There is a huge burden of both financial and moral responsibility placed on the shoulders of individual land owners in maintaining tenant farm buildings and land infrastructure. Yes Poorly maintained tenant farm buildings and tenanted rural infrastructure requiring huge financial investment by individual land owners. Yes The land agent has accepted the burden of 
responsibility for maintaining the problem 
buildings and rural infrastructure.

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Other (please 
specify)

Professional 
botanist

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6821401291 171394175 2018-04-12 12:03:56 2018-04-12 13:36:48 Yes Yes This is a very simplified question it is never just a yes or no.  Wide open space for nature, leisure, Scottish economy, tourism, farming, fauna and flora. Yes I live and have lived and worked all my life on it and with it. It has given me an income, work, pleasure, my friends, family and brought my children up in it. Everything social and economic. Happiness. Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

farmers, estate owners. Yes Loved every minute living in Scotland on what you describe as concentrated 
Scotland. It is the most beautiful country in the world and working well for 
people living and working on the land there are vast number of professions 
that make a wage from it. Leave well alone.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

North East 
Scotland+Highlands 
farmers & private

No Community land is an disadvantage as they have no money to run this land, and have to ask the government for help over and over again with no sight of it ever becoming better, only more expensive, they uses taxpayers hard earned cash. NGO and Community owned land in Scotland does not support nearly as many workers 
as a privately owned land.Once this land is taken over by, community ownership, NGOs or similar then that land is lost for ever from the ordinary person. Their policies are ridged, inflexible the ordinary everyday person cannot even discuss with them to buy an quarter of an acre to build their home and have a family, at least 
when dealing with a private owner they are an actual human face, one person, they can talk to you and negotiation is possible.  Committees and boards are impossible for any ordinary member of the public to get sensible conversation or negotiation. Very frustrating. So community and NGO ownership is no good for the rural 
economy, nor sustaining rural populations and do nothing to help the environment. Even although many spurious claims are being made everyday in this fashion conscious culture we are living in at the moment. We live in an area with many community buyouts and NGO bought land and some private landowners. So seen 
and experienced all.

Yes Sometimes some of the land policies can be negative to the land, and local peoples. Yes I will talk and discuss with anyone and explain my 
reasoning.

Highlands a charity Charity and Community 
owned land negative 
experiences.

Yes I am concerned a private landowner can come into this country and buy vast amounts of land every year, estate after estate and join them together, completely change land use, kill of many, thousands of natural red deer in that area and still get Government SNH 
approval. 

No They are not a 
neighbour are more 
distant. So not in 
direct contact. But 
this affects the 
Highlands as a whole.

Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Strongly 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6812814563 171394175 2018-04-09 13:54:43 2018-04-09 14:03:29 Yes No No Yes Makes it harder for individual to own their own land, and makes it difficult for smaller business to find their own premises Yes As an employee of a small local business to west lothian, we are looking for new premises with the idea to buy rather than rent, this is proving very difficult as around the area near enough all of the land is owned by a small number of private individuals doing nothing with the land. No Central Scotland 
(Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, 
Falkirk and West 
Lothian)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Tend to agree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6812531193 171394175 2018-04-09 11:27:06 2018-04-09 11:43:06 Yes Yes As a matter of curiosity I have visited many of the very large dairy farms in this area (1000 cows per herd or thereby) in the last 24 months to see how the farmers were running their businesses.  I was one of the first people in Scotland to be milking over 500 cows some 40 years ago.  I have also been to see some very large beef 
rearing operations and also one or two of the smaller farms.    The modern mega dairy herds have to be most effectively run, not only to predict the volume of milk they are expecting to produce 12 months ahead but also to ensue the health and hygiene of their cows.  Most of the cows health is monitored twice a day and 
remedial action for health taken almost instantaneously.  This compares with the smaller dairy herds trailing out through wet fields and muddy gateways twice a day, whereas the bedding in the bigger units is disinfected daily.      Similarly the quality of the beef accommodation on the smaller farms is often very poor and the 
farmer cannot make enough money to provide a living wage and reinvest in his farm.  This compares with large and effective areas of spotless concrete round the bigger cattle housing units for both beef and dairy calves.    I know that I would rather consume the milk from the clean dairy cows than the muddy ones.

Yes All explained in paragraph 3 South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

Other 
(please 
specify 
below)

A number of different owners and 
farmers.

No No There will be less farms available for the small farmer; but there will be more jobs on these big units.  The Scottish National Farm Income Statistics suggest that many small farmers would be better with a job with job security, a regular wage and a pension than being self employed. No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6812503177 171394175 2018-04-09 11:08:06 2018-04-09 11:25:52 Yes Yes I have been living and farming in this area for some 55 years.  As a matter of curiosity I have been to visit most of the very large dairy and beef herds in this area to see how they were progressing.  I was one of the first individuals in Scotland to be milking over 500 cows some 40 years ago.  The cleanliness and attention to detail 
of all these mega dairy farms was most impressive.  The buildings range from good to magnificent and are invariably surrounded by considerable areas of immaculate concrete.  The feeding and total management of the cows has to be very effective on the scale and where necessary the milking equipment monitors the health of 
the cows and this is transmitted if necessary to the local veterinary service.    Sadly the smaller dairy farms are often still trailing their cows out to grass through muddy fields, and very muddy gateways twice a day.  This lack of hygiene does not compare with the big dairy farms whose accommodation is clean and where the 
cattle beds are disinfected at least once a day.      Sadly the smaller beef farms are not generating enough money to provide a living for the farmer and reinvestment in better housing for the livestock.

Yes These points of bigger land ownership and bigger farm operations are explained in my answer to question 3 South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

Other 
(please 
specify 
below)

Farming operations owned by 
individuals and families.

No No Yes.  There are less opportunities for small owner occupiers but his is offset by more job opportunities (which may well be better paid) on the large successful farms. No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6812221146 171394175 2018-04-09 8:04:49 2018-04-09 8:16:56 Yes Yes Provides economic stability/sustainability  Enables landscape scale conservation benefits  Saves the government/NGOs a staggering amount of money through private investment in jobs, housing, infrastructure  Fosters sustainable rural commuities which would otherwise require massive cash injections from the public purse Yes I supply affordable rural housing which has contributed over the years to keeping people in the community and sustaining the local primary school. In collaboration with neighbours we have achieved landscape scale environmental impacts for example for black grouse and upland waders. My farm supports 5 FTJEs which 
otherwise would not exist. The modest shoot provides good seasonal income at a time of year when few other opportunites are available.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes Many estates are run as extended family enterprises giving owners and 
workers alike a sense of identity and shared purpose, particularly in areas 
where the economics of rural businesses are seriously challenged by 
remoteness, weather and poor infrastructure.

North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshir
e and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6807615422 171394175 2018-04-06 8:40:10 2018-04-06 8:46:38 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

6805081494 171394175 2018-04-05 11:17:06 2018-04-05 11:19:14 Yes Don't know No Don't Know No Neither agree 
nor disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

No

6802411670 171394175 2018-04-04 13:15:03 2018-04-04 14:15:32 Yes Yes The land can be managed more efficiently and to the greater benefit of the environment. Yes Land for a network of formal foot paths have been made available over a reasonably large area between two towns.   This would have been more difficult if the land was in multiple ownerships.  West central Scotland (North 
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and 
East Renfrewshire, Glasgow, 
East and West Dunbartonshire,  
North Ayrshire, Inverclyde)

a private 
individual 
or 
business

Yes A large area is managed for the benefit of Black Grouse and waders in 
conjunction with a farming enterprise.    It is unlikely that the same area 
would have been managed in this way if it was in multiple ownership.

East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, 
Perth and 
Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Much depends on who owns the land.   Some land owners are extremely good to local communities.  Others are more insular. Yes I know of one landowner who can be difficult to deal with although he is very pleasant to talk to. Yes He listened to what I had to say. West central 
Scotland (North 
Lanarkshire, 
Renfrewshire and 
East Renfrewshire, 
Glasgow, East and 
West 
Dunbartonshire,  
North Ayrshire, 
Inverclyde)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Organisation Managed 
Estates

Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes

6799988085 171394175 2018-04-03 15:34:03 2018-04-03 15:44:28 Yes Yes Highly marginal land needs economies of scale plus not viable in small parcels Yes A deer forest in Knoydart area; with up to 160 inches rain, highly acidic soil, no infrastructure it can only work on a larger scale Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

No Don't Know In some cases, where a large land holding  under  public or private ownership there may be disadvantages; not appropriate to generalise. Yes An example could be NGO ownership which can be inflexible; try getting a house site from RSPB Not 
applicable

No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

Looking specifically at Seafield and Strathspey Estates the following are selection of some of the benefits that concentrated land ownership has provided. In the interests of brevity we have reduced this to examples of benefits which may have been provided to more than one community in the Estates’ area: 

- The setting up and initial operation of the Ian Charles Hospital in Grantown on Spey.  
- The gifting of the square in Grantown on Spey to the community.  
- The gifting of the golf course and links to the Cullen community.  
- The gifting of the playing fields at Boat of Garten. - 
- Provision of land for tennis courts, bowling greens, curling ponds, churches, schools, cemeteries, housing, industrial parks etc.  
- 15-25 year access agreements for construction of footpaths and cycle ways such as the Buckie to Portknockie route and Carrbridge to Slochd, all which were agreed for £1 per annum, if asked.  
- 20 year access agreement for the Speyside Way at an annual rent of £1  
- Neither of these long distance routes, above, could have been delivered as easily if the land was in multiple ownership.  
- Leasing of land to Grampian Kart Club since 1963 and recently renewing that lease to 2042 at an annual rent of £25 to allow them to continue to develop their site as one of the premier clubs in Scotland.  
- Lease of Castle Hill to Cullen Community to enable them to develop walks and community facilities. Assisting with machinery and manpower in site clearance at no cost.  
- Reacting to local flooding with engineered solutions to slow flood waters in specific locations at our cost.   
- Assisting the community in Portsoy in 2017 by providing machinery and manpower to help reinstate a flood damaged access to the bunk house facility to enable its use in the Portsoy Boat Festival.  
- Providing a 2.5 hectare site for a Scout Camp and building at Deskford for an annual rental of £60. Allowing use of fields on an annual basis near Carrbridge for Scout camps at nil cost.  
- Helping facilitate the rails to Grantown project by offering to lease land for the track and station at a nominal amount.  
- Making annual cash donations to 12 Community Councils within the Estate area.  
- Making one off donations to Community Projects such as play parks, church improvements, defibrillator purchases etc.  
- Providing timber to Schools to enable them to make raised beds, seats and sculptures.   
- Making land available for Forest Schools.  
- Management of designated sites and habitats for protected species.  There are many more examples where we work in partnership with the communities, agencies and local authorities to enable national and local community aspirations.  

SUBMISSION TO SCOTTISH LAND COMMISSION   EXPERIENCE OF CONCENTRATED LAND OWNERSHIP     The Introduction   As the owner of Dinnet & Kinord Estate I welcome the opportunity to respond to the Land Commission Call for Evidence. By use of practical examples I hope that I can demonstrate that this Estate delivers a variety of benefits, despite a perception of concentrated land ownership. Already heavily 
involved with the Community while at the same time striving to maintain itself as a thriving rural business.   Dinnet Estate as a Rural Business  Dinnet Estate, and I am including land owned by other family members, stretches to around 25,000 acres in Western Aberdeenshire based primarily on farmland on the Dee valley, a large area of forestry rising to a productive grouse moor on the hill ground. The Estate’s main 
activities are farming cattle and sheep, forestry, let cottages, holiday cottages, shooting, stalking, salmon and coarse fishing plus managing public access.  There are a number of let farms, see section 2 below, of varying of size that all support their own businesses as well as other numerous enterprises ranging from tree surgeons to the local gliding club. Everyone is an integral part of the Estate no matter its size.   
1. Property   There are 73 houses, plus many more steadings, farm buildings etc, ranging from the mansion house down to half a dozen uninhabited cottages/ruins. Of the 32 fully let cottages only 5 would be classified as let at an open market rent and 27 or 85% can be classified as let at an affordable rent using Aberdeenshire Councils rental criteria. Perhaps the Estate should be classified as a housing association. 
These properties are serviced by the Estates in-house maintenance team with an ongoing programme of renovation of properties that are sub-standard.  The Estate is in discussion with the Cairngorm National Park Authority to develop areas around Dinnet Village for more housing and as part of that exercise and has carried out community consultation to prove the strong demand for more local and in particular 
affordable housing in the area.   In 2000 the Estate carried out its own development in Dinnet Village of 6 houses for local families of which two (33%) were affordable to buy. Of the 6 properties, 3 were purchased by young families who are still resident in the village.            2. Agriculture  As a separate business from the Estate there is an in-hand farming partnership which employs a farm manager which also relies 
on contractors for certain specific farming operations. The Estate has a range of farm tenants on a range of tenancies from traditional agricultural secured tenancies (6) to both short (3) and (1) longer term limited duration tenancies as well as numerous grazing licences.   Dinnet Estate has a strong record of encouraging young tenants when land is available for let and is in the process of agreeing a tenancy over 130 
acres for a new young entrant into agriculture.   With the exception of one farm tenant the rest all rely on part-time jobs to subsidise their income.  It should be recognised the role these part-time jobs play in the rural economy as they not only provide employment but also the opportunity for these tenants to farm their holdings which are mostly on the smaller scale and to enjoy the benefit of that land holding.   
The Estate has formed riparian buffer strips and observes forestry and water management guidelines along water courses, adhering to best practice methods in its land management practices.   3. Natural Environment   The Estate has undertaken a consultation process with stakeholder groups as part of the preparation of our Long-Term Forest Plan. As the Estate owner I am part of the Muir of Dinnet National 
Nature Reserve liaison panel who meet regularly to discuss how visitor experiences to the Nature Reserve can be improved.    Wild Life and Nature   Large parts of the Estate are covered by wildlife designations with Loch’s Kinord and Davan each covered by seven separate European and UK environmental designations. Multi ownership of these areas would be a bureaucratic nightmare for SNH.   Dinnet Estate is a 
member of the Wild Life Estate Scotland Initiative started in 2009. The Estate has let out its low ground and high ground shooting as well as the stalking. The Estate is committed to the Wild Life Estate Scotland Initiative.   My father was instrumental in setting up the Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve which was opened in 1977 and the lease with SNH was renegotiated in 2006 for a further 25 years. This Nature 
Reserve is one of the few in Scotland that remains privately owned and yet is a perfect example of how a Government body such as SNH can work with a private landowner to provide a first-class nature reserve.   The Estate and SNH drew up a Management Agreement for the Nature Reserve with SNH carrying out day to day management. Regular meetings ensure that the Plan is followed, and the Estate is the 
favoured contractor for any labour-intensive projects.     4. Forestry   The Estate was a founder member of the first timber marketing and harvesting cooperative in Scotland. This currently handles in the region of 30,000 tonnes of timber annually.   5. Fishing   The Estate has 2 salmon fishing beats on the Dee attracting anglers from all over the UK as well as France, Sweden, Denmark and Germany. In conjunction 
with other estate owners on the Dee with fishing interests I set up a website www.fishdee.co.uk as an online booking service. This enabled beats to advertise previously un-let fishing and enable the local community to be able to purchase a day’s fishing at short notice on beats that previously may have been regarded as totally private. The River Dee is now regarded as a Community Asset and judging by the ever-
increasing number of anglers coming to fish has provided a vital link between estates and local anglers.   To have a successful fishery water quality is paramount and local estates such Dinnet support the River Board work with SEPA on diffuse pollution.   6. Education   The Estate hosts 40 S3 pupils from Aboyne Academy annually as a part of an AWARD WINNING initiative to promote rural careers, in this case 
forestry.  7. Partnership Working  Dinnet Estate has a long history of community involvement. The Land Commission should help identify new opportunities, but also, I hope for good practice to be acknowledged. The Estate is keen to be involved with the Land Commission but on the understanding that the social, economic and environmental contributions that the Estate brings to the local community are 
acknowledged.   I have stated above the Estate provides a considerable number of houses at affordable rental levels and will continue its programme of renovation and repairs to increase the standard of these houses and others on the Estate. Schemes like the Rural Homes Initiative did try to assist with grant aid for the renovation of properties but the level of grant aid and the bureaucratic nightmare of adhering 
to the scheme made it difficult for estates to deliver many renovated homes onto the market.    8. Community Relationship  There has been a very long history of the family supporting the local community and some of the projects mentioned below were pioneering in their day. This long established policy continues to be supportive and substantial, but we are anxious to develop and maintain a viable and 
sustainable family business which has invested heavily in agriculture, forestry, tourism, housing and sport, with the added benefit that both local people and the general public can enjoy and share some of the assets of a very beautiful family estate most of which lies within the Cairngorms National Park, while respecting the legitimate land use industries which contribute to the economy of the estate business. This 
is not a rich farming area but it supports a tenanted farming sector as well as an in hand farming operation supplying the best beef, lamb and game to local outlets. With let residential properties, the estate is virtually a Housing Association in its own right. The initiatives mentioned below speak for themselves, and the part the family have played at Dinnet date back to 1896 and in particular to  Malcolm Barclay-
Harvey MP for West Aberdeenshire and Kincardine,  Laird of Dinnet and Kinord and his successors. This branch of the Towie Barclay family have been resident in Aberdeenshire since 1067.       History of Community Relationship  In 1949, the Estate sold a substantial area of land at Aboyne to Aberdeen           County Council for the construction of Aboyne Academy and a substantial number of Council houses. Further 
sales of land for both Local Authority and private housing have taken place as required up to the present time, including several acres for housing for key oil industry workers in 1971.  Leasing Ferrar Muir to the Deeside Gliding Club in 1966, at which the UK    gliding altitude record of 39,000 feet has been established.  Leasing the water ski-ing rights on Aboyne Loch to the Aberdeen Water Ski Club also in 1966.  In 
1968 Sir Malcolm Barclay-Harvey sold 600 acres of land to the Forestry Commission at Cambus O’May, which is now a much-appreciated asset enjoyed by the public.  In 1971, initiating what was to become the now world-famous Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve, centred round the Burn O’Vat, which became the Silver Jubilee Reserve in 1977 and was opened by HRH Prince Philip, and visited by TRH The Duke 
and Duchess of Rothesay in 2009.  In 1971, the solum of the former Deeside Railway Line between Cambus’O May and Dess was purchased, with the stretch between Cambus O’May and Dinnet being initially leased to Kincardine & Deeside District Council as a public footpath, and together with the stretch from Dinnet to Aboyne, also owned by the Estate, now forms part of the Deeside Way a Core Path which is 
heavily used by walkers, cyclists and joggers/runners.    In 1990 land was sold to Castlehill Housing Association for the erection of 8 affordable private equity houses in Aboyne, and ten years later the Estate carried out its own development in Dinnet of six houses for local families, two of which were affordable to buy. Of these six properties, three were purchased by young families who are still resident in the 
village.  Eight hectares of mature oak and beech woodland in Aboyne have been leased to the Community company at a peppercorn rent for 99 years and provide an important pedestrian link between housing areas, Aboyne Primary School and Aboyne Academy.  Dinnet House is frequently opened to the public by the family for both community and charitable events, for the Mid Deeside Day Centre, Childrens 1st., 
Macmillan Cancer Support, Church Harvest Thanksgiving to name but a few.  For generations the family has also allowed the use of the land for camping by organised groups, especially the Scouts, and for Orienteering, Sponsored walks, The Duke of Edinburgh Award, and so on.  The Deeside branch of The Pony Club has returned to Dinnet where it was originally formed 40 years ago and now has a cottage for 
accommodation and 30 acres of grassland for a small cross-country course, show jumping arenas etc. The British Horse Society regularly use the Estate for Long Distance rides.  Regular meetings take place with the local community regarding housing and business developments, and forestry operations.  The Estate has continued to expand its forestry enterprise and in 1998 established the Burn O’Vat New Native 
Pinewood, an area of land of roughly 1500 acres allowed to regenerate naturally as a native Caledonian pinewood, known to be home to a few surviving Capercailzie.  The Aboyne Loch Caravan Park was designed and built by the Estate in 1974, and apart from providing much needed caravanning facilities on Deeside, also provides a number of jobs and a substantial boost to the economy of Aboyne Village.   The 
owners of the property have consistently played a part in local affairs, the father of the present owner being the locally elected Councillor for 45 years and served on the Board of the Cairngorms National Park Authority.   9. Access  In 1971 the solum of the former Deeside Railway Line between Cambus O May and Dess was purchased with the stretch between Cambus O May and Dinnet being initialled leased to 
Kincardine and Deeside District Council as a public footpath – now Deeside Way. Recently the stretch between Aboyne and Dinnet has been included as part of the Deeside Way (which it is hoped will run all the way from Aberdeen to Ballater). Dinnet Estate led the way in making available its sections of the former railway line for creation into the Deeside Way.  Together with various paths that SNH have created in 
conjunction with the Estate within the National Nature Reserve over the last 5 years a total of almost 37 kilometres of paths were created on the Estate to enable visitors, locals etc to use and enjoy.  These paths are all different lengths so can be enjoyed by all age groups and fits well with the Scottish Governments health education programme. Some of these paths are now regarded as Core Paths linking one 
community to another, an initiative which the Estate was keen to be involved in.   The Estates in hand farming partnership has recently applied for a grant to create a new path to take walkers away from the farm managers house and steading behind to enable both parties to carry out their work/enjoyment of the countryside in a safe and practical manner.   The Estate has provided access to land for over 25 years 
for a local orienteering club, they have held large events including National and World Championships.   The Estate hosts the annual Morven Hill Race which is now a feature on the hill race circuit.         10. Community and Sustainability   As the local landowner I am the Trustee of our village hall. There has been a Hall Management Committee for decades and every year I attend the AGM. With the Hall requiring 
major refurbishment I am considering now I might hand over title to the Hall to the Committee to enable it to raise funds to safeguard its future.   With the Estate and Dinnet Village at the Eastern gateway to the Cairngorms National Park it is essential we provide visitors with the right experience and the Estate has commissioned a project to redesign the centre of the village which will involve consulting with 
everyone in the village and the countryside around us.   When I returned to live on the Estate some twenty years ago the farmhouse I planned to renovate had no suitable water supply and investigations showed that there were two water mains coming into Dinnet Village, but nothing connected Dinnet to Aboyne some four miles to the East. Being on friendly terms with the local water board official I was aware that 
the supply to Aboyne was going dry most mornings as the old supply pipes from its source were in need of replacement at huge cost, including going underneath the River Dee. When I expressed an interest in bringing a water main from Dinnet down to join one at the west end of Aboyne the council official explained that that would be an administrative nightmare in having to deal with all the landowners between 
the two points. I told him that I was the landowner between the two points and that he could have a Deed of Servitude that afternoon. You can imagine his delight in this and that the problems of Aboyne Village effectively running out of water each morning were soon to be over. It is a small indication of how beneficial estates, no matter how large, can be in the day to day practical running of rural areas.   Recently 
a council official who has to deal with roadside trees came in to the office and asked if we could give him a map showing the Estate boundaries so that he knew who to contact should there be a problem with a roadside tree. He explained that he received so much more help from the various estates in upper Deeside and Donside as he knew exactly who to contact and the estates were able to respond and assist with 
any problems particularly in bad winter weather. Again, a small point but it shows how estates and their employees by small actions can benefit the rural community.       Conclusions  Dinnet Estate is a multifaceted rural business that plays a significant role through employment, affordable housing provision and community involvement to name but a few in our part of the rural economy. The rural economy needs 
sustainable rural businesses whether large or small to enable the community as a whole to benefit.   While maintaining its core businesses Dinnet Estate is always willing to communicate with the local community and does so through examples such as Long-Term Forest Plan, consultations and regular meetings with bodies such as SNH but accepts that more can be done to involve the community on a larger scale. 
The Estate provides a considerable amount of affordable rural housing and yet could provide more if sufficient funding was made available to assist in the renovation of empty properties and by agreeing areas for development with both Cairngorm National Park Authority and Aberdeenshire Council.   Perhaps the most important point of all, over the whole subject, in that without sustainable rural businesses 
whether they be estates, farms, workshops, and shops etc the wellbeing of the whole rural community will be adversely affected. Traditional sporting estates such as Dinnet are adapting all the time through diversification into many projects in order that they can remain strong economic bases from which local communities can benefit. This point has been stressed before and demonstrated by way of submission to 
the Land Reform Review Group in a previous consultation.  Farms and estates with any forestry are now required to prepare Long Term Forest Plans which involve interaction with community groups and indeed anyone living on or close by that farm or estate.  This is being extended to wild life and deer management plans, all of which show that there is a developing relationship between farms/estates and their 
local communities. The Estate welcomes open consultation with neighbouring stakeholders.  Concentrated land ownership does not dictate concentrated land use or nor occupation. The Estate has completed its voluntary registration exercise with a resulting map showing a spread of private ownership across Dinnet lands, and our titles demonstrate land and property sales consistently over time. Land is occupied by 
agricultural, residential and commercial tenants, occupying units of varying size and scale, leased upon agreements from multi-generational leases, to the most recent letting vehicle of the MLDT. The development and scale of these properties is governed equally by the Cairngorms National Park Authority planning rules, as is the Estate, permitting consistency in development and sustainability within the countryside

SUBMISSION TO SCOTTISH LAND COMMISSION   EXPERIENCE OF CONCENTRATED LAND OWNERSHIP     The Introduction   As the owner of Dinnet & Kinord Estate I welcome the opportunity to respond to the Land Commission Call for Evidence. By use of practical examples I hope that I can demonstrate that this Estate delivers a variety of benefits, despite a perception of concentrated land ownership. Already heavily involved with 
the Community while at the same time striving to maintain itself as a thriving rural business.   Dinnet Estate as a Rural Business  Dinnet Estate, and I am including land owned by other family members, stretches to around 25,000 acres in Western Aberdeenshire based primarily on farmland on the Dee valley, a large area of forestry rising to a productive grouse moor on the hill ground. The Estate’s main activities are farming 
cattle and sheep, forestry, let cottages, holiday cottages, shooting, stalking, salmon and coarse fishing plus managing public access.  There are a number of let farms, see section 2 below, of varying of size that all support their own businesses as well as other numerous enterprises ranging from tree surgeons to the local gliding club. Everyone is an integral part of the Estate no matter its size.   1. Property   There are 73 houses, 
plus many more steadings, farm buildings etc, ranging from the mansion house down to half a dozen uninhabited cottages/ruins. Of the 32 fully let cottages only 5 would be classified as let at an open market rent and 27 or 85% can be classified as let at an affordable rent using Aberdeenshire Councils rental criteria. Perhaps the Estate should be classified as a housing association. These properties are serviced by the Estates in-
house maintenance team with an ongoing programme of renovation of properties that are sub-standard.  The Estate is in discussion with the Cairngorm National Park Authority to develop areas around Dinnet Village for more housing and as part of that exercise and has carried out community consultation to prove the strong demand for more local and in particular affordable housing in the area.   In 2000 the Estate carried out 
its own development in Dinnet Village of 6 houses for local families of which two (33%) were affordable to buy. Of the 6 properties, 3 were purchased by young families who are still resident in the village.            2. Agriculture  As a separate business from the Estate there is an in-hand farming partnership which employs a farm manager which also relies on contractors for certain specific farming operations. The Estate has a 
range of farm tenants on a range of tenancies from traditional agricultural secured tenancies (6) to both short (3) and (1) longer term limited duration tenancies as well as numerous grazing licences.   Dinnet Estate has a strong record of encouraging young tenants when land is available for let and is in the process of agreeing a tenancy over 130 acres for a new young entrant into agriculture.   With the exception of one farm 
tenant the rest all rely on part-time jobs to subsidise their income.  It should be recognised the role these part-time jobs play in the rural economy as they not only provide employment but also the opportunity for these tenants to farm their holdings which are mostly on the smaller scale and to enjoy the benefit of that land holding.   The Estate has formed riparian buffer strips and observes forestry and water management 
guidelines along water courses, adhering to best practice methods in its land management practices.   3. Natural Environment   The Estate has undertaken a consultation process with stakeholder groups as part of the preparation of our Long-Term Forest Plan. As the Estate owner I am part of the Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve liaison panel who meet regularly to discuss how visitor experiences to the Nature Reserve 
can be improved.    Wild Life and Nature   Large parts of the Estate are covered by wildlife designations with Loch’s Kinord and Davan each covered by seven separate European and UK environmental designations. Multi ownership of these areas would be a bureaucratic nightmare for SNH.   Dinnet Estate is a member of the Wild Life Estate Scotland Initiative started in 2009. The Estate has let out its low ground and high ground 
shooting as well as the stalking. The Estate is committed to the Wild Life Estate Scotland Initiative.   My father was instrumental in setting up the Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve which was opened in 1977 and the lease with SNH was renegotiated in 2006 for a further 25 years. This Nature Reserve is one of the few in Scotland that remains privately owned and yet is a perfect example of how a Government body such as 
SNH can work with a private landowner to provide a first-class nature reserve.   The Estate and SNH drew up a Management Agreement for the Nature Reserve with SNH carrying out day to day management. Regular meetings ensure that the Plan is followed, and the Estate is the favoured contractor for any labour-intensive projects.     4. Forestry   The Estate was a founder member of the first timber marketing and harvesting 
cooperative in Scotland. This currently handles in the region of 30,000 tonnes of timber annually.   5. Fishing   The Estate has 2 salmon fishing beats on the Dee attracting anglers from all over the UK as well as France, Sweden, Denmark and Germany. In conjunction with other estate owners on the Dee with fishing interests I set up a website www.fishdee.co.uk as an online booking service. This enabled beats to advertise 
previously un-let fishing and enable the local community to be able to purchase a day’s fishing at short notice on beats that previously may have been regarded as totally private. The River Dee is now regarded as a Community Asset and judging by the ever-increasing number of anglers coming to fish has provided a vital link between estates and local anglers.   To have a successful fishery water quality is paramount and local 
estates such Dinnet support the River Board work with SEPA on diffuse pollution.   6. Education   The Estate hosts 40 S3 pupils from Aboyne Academy annually as a part of an AWARD WINNING initiative to promote rural careers, in this case forestry.  7. Partnership Working  Dinnet Estate has a long history of community involvement. The Land Commission should help identify new opportunities, but also, I hope for good practice 
to be acknowledged. The Estate is keen to be involved with the Land Commission but on the understanding that the social, economic and environmental contributions that the Estate brings to the local community are acknowledged.   I have stated above the Estate provides a considerable number of houses at affordable rental levels and will continue its programme of renovation and repairs to increase the standard of these 
houses and others on the Estate. Schemes like the Rural Homes Initiative did try to assist with grant aid for the renovation of properties but the level of grant aid and the bureaucratic nightmare of adhering to the scheme made it difficult for estates to deliver many renovated homes onto the market.    8. Community Relationship  There has been a very long history of the family supporting the local community and some of the 
projects mentioned below were pioneering in their day. This long established policy continues to be supportive and substantial, but we are anxious to develop and maintain a viable and sustainable family business which has invested heavily in agriculture, forestry, tourism, housing and sport, with the added benefit that both local people and the general public can enjoy and share some of the assets of a very beautiful family 
estate most of which lies within the Cairngorms National Park, while respecting the legitimate land use industries which contribute to the economy of the estate business. This is not a rich farming area but it supports a tenanted farming sector as well as an in hand farming operation supplying the best beef, lamb and game to local outlets. With let residential properties, the estate is virtually a Housing Association in its own 
right. The initiatives mentioned below speak for themselves, and the part the family have played at Dinnet date back to 1896 and in particular to  Malcolm Barclay-Harvey MP for West Aberdeenshire and Kincardine,  Laird of Dinnet and Kinord and his successors. This branch of the Towie Barclay family have been resident in Aberdeenshire since 1067.       History of Community Relationship  In 1949, the Estate sold a substantial 
area of land at Aboyne to Aberdeen           County Council for the construction of Aboyne Academy and a substantial number of Council houses. Further sales of land for both Local Authority and private housing have taken place as required up to the present time, including several acres for housing for key oil industry workers in 1971.  Leasing Ferrar Muir to the Deeside Gliding Club in 1966, at which the UK    gliding altitude 
record of 39,000 feet has been established.  Leasing the water ski-ing rights on Aboyne Loch to the Aberdeen Water Ski Club also in 1966.  In 1968 Sir Malcolm Barclay-Harvey sold 600 acres of land to the Forestry Commission at Cambus O’May, which is now a much-appreciated asset enjoyed by the public.  In 1971, initiating what was to become the now world-famous Muir of Dinnet National Nature Reserve, centred round the 
Burn O’Vat, which became the Silver Jubilee Reserve in 1977 and was opened by HRH Prince Philip, and visited by TRH The Duke and Duchess of Rothesay in 2009.  In 1971, the solum of the former Deeside Railway Line between Cambus’O May and Dess was purchased, with the stretch between Cambus O’May and Dinnet being initially leased to Kincardine & Deeside District Council as a public footpath, and together with the 
stretch from Dinnet to Aboyne, also owned by the Estate, now forms part of the Deeside Way a Core Path which is heavily used by walkers, cyclists and joggers/runners.    In 1990 land was sold to Castlehill Housing Association for the erection of 8 affordable private equity houses in Aboyne, and ten years later the Estate carried out its own development in Dinnet of six houses for local families, two of which were affordable to 
buy. Of these six properties, three were purchased by young families who are still resident in the village.  Eight hectares of mature oak and beech woodland in Aboyne have been leased to the Community company at a peppercorn rent for 99 years and provide an important pedestrian link between housing areas, Aboyne Primary School and Aboyne Academy.  Dinnet House is frequently opened to the public by the family for 
both community and charitable events, for the Mid Deeside Day Centre, Childrens 1st., Macmillan Cancer Support, Church Harvest Thanksgiving to name but a few.  For generations the family has also allowed the use of the land for camping by organised groups, especially the Scouts, and for Orienteering, Sponsored walks, The Duke of Edinburgh Award, and so on.  The Deeside branch of The Pony Club has returned to Dinnet 
where it was originally formed 40 years ago and now has a cottage for accommodation and 30 acres of grassland for a small cross-country course, show jumping arenas etc. The British Horse Society regularly use the Estate for Long Distance rides.  Regular meetings take place with the local community regarding housing and business developments, and forestry operations.  The Estate has continued to expand its forestry 
enterprise and in 1998 established the Burn O’Vat New Native Pinewood, an area of land of roughly 1500 acres allowed to regenerate naturally as a native Caledonian pinewood, known to be home to a few surviving Capercailzie.  The Aboyne Loch Caravan Park was designed and built by the Estate in 1974, and apart from providing much needed caravanning facilities on Deeside, also provides a number of jobs and a substantial 
boost to the economy of Aboyne Village.   The owners of the property have consistently played a part in local affairs, the father of the present owner being the locally elected Councillor for 45 years and served on the Board of the Cairngorms National Park Authority.   9. Access  In 1971 the solum of the former Deeside Railway Line between Cambus O May and Dess was purchased with the stretch between Cambus O May and 
Dinnet being initialled leased to Kincardine and Deeside District Council as a public footpath – now Deeside Way. Recently the stretch between Aboyne and Dinnet has been included as part of the Deeside Way (which it is hoped will run all the way from Aberdeen to Ballater). Dinnet Estate led the way in making available its sections of the former railway line for creation into the Deeside Way.  Together with various paths that 
SNH have created in conjunction with the Estate within the National Nature Reserve over the last 5 years a total of almost 37 kilometres of paths were created on the Estate to enable visitors, locals etc to use and enjoy.  These paths are all different lengths so can be enjoyed by all age groups and fits well with the Scottish Governments health education programme. Some of these paths are now regarded as Core Paths linking 
one community to another, an initiative which the Estate was keen to be involved in.   The Estates in hand farming partnership has recently applied for a grant to create a new path to take walkers away from the farm managers house and steading behind to enable both parties to carry out their work/enjoyment of the countryside in a safe and practical manner.   The Estate has provided access to land for over 25 years for a 
local orienteering club, they have held large events including National and World Championships.   The Estate hosts the annual Morven Hill Race which is now a feature on the hill race circuit.         10. Community and Sustainability   As the local landowner I am the Trustee of our village hall. There has been a Hall Management Committee for decades and every year I attend the AGM. With the Hall requiring major refurbishment I 
am considering now I might hand over title to the Hall to the Committee to enable it to raise funds to safeguard its future.   With the Estate and Dinnet Village at the Eastern gateway to the Cairngorms National Park it is essential we provide visitors with the right experience and the Estate has commissioned a project to redesign the centre of the village which will involve consulting with everyone in the village and the 
countryside around us.   When I returned to live on the Estate some twenty years ago the farmhouse I planned to renovate had no suitable water supply and investigations showed that there were two water mains coming into Dinnet Village, but nothing connected Dinnet to Aboyne some four miles to the East. Being on friendly terms with the local water board official I was aware that the supply to Aboyne was going dry most 
mornings as the old supply pipes from its source were in need of replacement at huge cost, including going underneath the River Dee. When I expressed an interest in bringing a water main from Dinnet down to join one at the west end of Aboyne the council official explained that that would be an administrative nightmare in having to deal with all the landowners between the two points. I told him that I was the landowner 
between the two points and that he could have a Deed of Servitude that afternoon. You can imagine his delight in this and that the problems of Aboyne Village effectively running out of water each morning were soon to be over. It is a small indication of how beneficial estates, no matter how large, can be in the day to day practical running of rural areas.   Recently a council official who has to deal with roadside trees came in to 
the office and asked if we could give him a map showing the Estate boundaries so that he knew who to contact should there be a problem with a roadside tree. He explained that he received so much more help from the various estates in upper Deeside and Donside as he knew exactly who to contact and the estates were able to respond and assist with any problems particularly in bad winter weather. Again, a small point but it 
shows how estates and their employees by small actions can benefit the rural community.       Conclusions  Dinnet Estate is a multifaceted rural business that plays a significant role through employment, affordable housing provision and community involvement to name but a few in our part of the rural economy. The rural economy needs sustainable rural businesses whether large or small to enable the community as a whole 
to benefit.   While maintaining its core businesses Dinnet Estate is always willing to communicate with the local community and does so through examples such as Long-Term Forest Plan, consultations and regular meetings with bodies such as SNH but accepts that more can be done to involve the community on a larger scale. The Estate provides a considerable amount of affordable rural housing and yet could provide more if 
sufficient funding was made available to assist in the renovation of empty properties and by agreeing areas for development with both Cairngorm National Park Authority and Aberdeenshire Council.   Perhaps the most important point of all, over the whole subject, in that without sustainable rural businesses whether they be estates, farms, workshops, and shops etc the wellbeing of the whole rural community will be adversely 
affected. Traditional sporting estates such as Dinnet are adapting all the time through diversification into many projects in order that they can remain strong economic bases from which local communities can benefit. This point has been stressed before and demonstrated by way of submission to the Land Reform Review Group in a previous consultation.  Farms and estates with any forestry are now required to prepare Long 
Term Forest Plans which involve interaction with community groups and indeed anyone living on or close by that farm or estate.  This is being extended to wild life and deer management plans, all of which show that there is a developing relationship between farms/estates and their local communities. The Estate welcomes open consultation with neighbouring stakeholders.  Concentrated land ownership does not dictate 
concentrated land use or nor occupation. The Estate has completed its voluntary registration exercise with a resulting map showing a spread of private ownership across Dinnet lands, and our titles demonstrate land and property sales consistently over time. Land is occupied by agricultural, residential and commercial tenants, occupying units of varying size and scale, leased upon agreements from multi-generational leases, to 
the most recent letting vehicle of the MLDT. The development and scale of these properties is governed equally by the Cairngorms National Park Authority planning rules, as is the Estate, permitting consistency in development and sustainability within the countryside
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dependant upon the outlook and attitudes of the land holder there can be a committed engagement to ecologically sound programmes and a willingness to maintain right to roam   However more often there are restrictions to access, poor ecological practices, mono-cultures and no community benefit 

to land use. The estates owned and hidden by the for example of poor practice.

The Applecross Trust has never allowed a local person to become a member, never mind a trustee. Andy Wightman challenged this situation in 2012 in his Land Action Scotland campaign. He had not consulted local people before launching this, with the exception of my husband and I, who he let into his plans after we met him at a talk about his book. He suggested we might apply for membership before he launched his campaign (which was 

confidential at that time) as he thought it would be good to have local people applying but he had no contacts. We explained how difficult we found the trust to be, but that the hydro lease was still under negotiation at that point and we didn't want to endanger progress with that, so we wouldn't apply for membership. Later, after LAS was launched, the Applecross Trust was maintaining that as no locals had applied for membership, it was clear 

that we were all OK with things as they stood. We were angry as this was so far from the truth, decided to apply for membership and stated publicly why we had done so (in a blog and in a letter to the West Highland Free Press). The only other local who applied for membership was one of our adult sons, a student at the time and away from Applecross during term time. We knew that many other locals did want to apply but feared the 

repercussions. In a community where options are limited people were reluctant to publicly criticise the landowner. Things became very difficult for us. My husband was called in to report to the factor and was asked how he dared to write such things in his blog and on social media. Negotiations for the hydro lease slowed down. We were treated with huge suspicion. Local people were encouraged to think that we were pushing for a community 

buy out of the estate, when all we had done was ask for membership of the trust (ie show our support for having some local influence on how the land we all lived on was managed). A local troublemaker got a petition together in support of the trust and went round the community asking certain people (mainly older conservative) to sign it. He told some of them lies (eg the community is going to take over your shop and turn it into a community 

shop) to encourage them to sign. There were two versions of the petition - a first which said that the status quo was fine, but very few were willing to sign this. So it was changed to say that if there was to be local representation on the Applecross Trust, then it had to broadly be representative of the community. No-one was likely to disagree with that (including us, though we never saw the petition) so many did sign. This was then used by the 

trust to defend their position, but they ignored the fact that it actually appeared to say that the majority in the community did want locals to be represented. They deliberately exacerbated the split in the community by suggesting that we wanted something much more extreme. This was all underground, so we don't know what exactly was said, but there have been long term repercussions for the Community Company in that some (mainly older) 

local people believe that it aims to take much more radical action than it actually plans to.   The Applecross Trust has begun to realise that it will have to make changes in the way it operates, with the changes in legislation taking place. Whether this is going to be genuinely helpful or just window dressing remains to be seen. Despite misgivings I have done my best to engage fully at all stages. They employed a consultant -Strath Caulaidh - to help 

them develop a ten year plan for the estate, which was to include extensive consultation with local people. This consultation went on for nearly two years. The consultant's area of expertise was mainly in land management and his skills in running a community consultation were limited. It was all a bit confused and confusing. Contact with the Trust and it's staff in the meantime continued to be poor. There were two public meetings with trustees 

speaking, but they did not explain clearly what their intentions were, or what the plan of action was. I engaged throughout and spoke at length with the consultant, as did many others, and I understand all this was recorded on writing. I also put the consultant in touch with HSCHT staff and my contact at HIE and he met with both (the latter several times). They explained the impact the lack of co-operation from the trust was causing for the 

community.   There have been changes at the Applecross Trust. The chair,  has resigned, apparently because the other trustees were very critical of him. Their consultant told me this in person, which I did not think was very professional of him. If he breaks the confidence of his clients like this, what is he saying about us behind our backs? There are some new trustees, one of whom looks to be potentially a very useful influence for 

change. The others look less helpful,  one is a younger member of the There are no local trustees and no explanation of why this is the case.   There is information on-line re the estates ten year plan and the forum, plus the shared community vision. The latter was put together by a small group of local people under time pressure, and is useful in the circumstances. It seems odd that despite the huge amount 

of community consultation carried out by the consultant there is no direct report on that, even in summary form,  available to the community.   The forum meets quarterly in Applecross and anyone can attend, including holiday home owners and other visitors as well as local residents. Anyone can put anything on the agenda. The factor and some of the Applecross Trust trustees attend.   The "independent" chair of the forum

 Scottish Land and Estates. He was appointed by the Applecross Trust. For me this undermines the credibility of the whole thing, having been bullied  an early Land Reform Review Group hearing in Fort William. He tried to shut me up and I spoke out, but he reported me to the factor (and completely distorted what I had said). The factor then visited the Community Company chair and demanded that I report to him monthly 

(she agreed, but once I'd explained what happened she got back to him to say that wouldn't be happening). I said th was not a suitable chair, but most in Applecross are not aware of SLE and what they do, so could see no problem with the appointment. It was stated that he was going to be retiring from SLE before the Forum got underway but it seems that he has not. SLE changed their website around this time so the names of regional 

managers are no longer available.   Local people have engaged with the forum with some enthusiasm and I can understand why. There was a long agenda at the first meeting ranging from the Community Company's request to talk about land for housing to a request for new chairs in the Clachan church. The trustees offered two sites at Keppoch which were to be put on the market for £70 and £75,000, each needing a further £25,000 to bring in 

services. This took most in the room aback but eventually someone pointed out that these were not affordable for local people to develop. The trustees did not seem bothered but said that instead the land would be sold to whoever could buy it and the income from sales would go into a community pot. It's not clear how this pot can be accessed and by whom. During the consultation period we had suggested that the Company could access 

Scottish Land Fund money for land for affordable housing, so the trust would get money to invest in the estate and the community would get badly needed housing. This seemed to be a distorted version of that suggestion. It's not what we need, not what we asked for, but they probably like it better because it allows them control over who gets the money and what for, without actually doing anything to enable affordable housing to be built. 

They are no doubt concerned that they will lose tenants from their own rented housing some of which is in poor condition or has high rents. The demand is great, so this is unlikely to happen.   There appeared to be agreement at the first forum to the Company's suggestion that Planning Aid Scotland be brought in to break the impasse on identifying suitable sites for housing. PAS would co-ordinate and manage a meeting in Applecross with all 

parties in the same place at the same time, landowner, council planners, HSCHT, Community Company and Council reps and PAS own volunteer specialists. After the meeting the trust stated that they wanted this to be restricted to common grazings, but we are not agreeable to that, we want to include non crofting land. The crofts are small and crofters have given up land for affordable housing and other developments in the past. Arguably they 

have done their bit. At the second forum meeting the trust tried to withdraw their agreement to PAS being brought in, but the Company Chair argued that they had agreed and it was essential that this should happen. We hope to have this organised and ready to go by the third forum in the autumn. We intend to ask PAS to do more than look at housing sites, but to look at sites for other community priorities, including a community owned hub 

with facilities for tourists and locals, including for small local business developments.     The Applecross Trust wants to restore and develop a neglected farm steading of historic interest (listed) into some kind of tourist facility. They would continue to own it but hope that appropriate engagement with the community will help them bring in funding to do this. I believe this to be one of the main drivers for the formation of the forum.   Speaking to 

some of the new trustees after formal business at the forum meeting, some of us were taken aback by the lack of their understanding about the place. They clearly had not seen much of the work carried out by the consultants.   More info here: https://applecrossforum.org/ ontacted me at short notice to ask for a meeting with me between forums one and two. I tried to get the Community Company chair to go with me 

as it is a mistake to meet anyone like this without a witness, bu asn't available as such short notice first asked how many vacant council houses there are in Applecross- a bizarre question to ask of a community with a long and proven need for affordable housing. When told that there was a long queue of people waiting for affordable housing, he then said OK, you need to get Albyn Housing in to build houses for rent. I argued that 

consultation has shown that the real log jam was in enabling housing that local people could look to own, via schemes such as rent to buy, shared equity, self build etc. He seemed reluctant to accept this. He said that what Applecross needed was a development providing accommodation one night at a time to tourists doing the NC500. I pointed out that such a business would need cleaners, and that existing businesses did not have enough staff 

to clean. Some holiday house owners already bring in cleaners from Inverness. Accommodation providers often offer a minimum of two nights stay as this increases profit levels and the demand is such that they can chose to turn down those wanting one night does not understand Applecross and has also not looked at the information provided by the community to the estate consultants. He thinks he knows what's best for the place, 

rented housing and jobs for cleaners. Applecross residents are generally able and committed and deserve opportunities to thrive. If they don't get them they are likely to leave and that's what's happening bit by bit. I intend to leave myself in the near future. I have had more than enough of the situation which has caused me high levels of stress over the last ten years.  

I am from the village of in the control the National Trust excerpt on the area is having severe detrimental consequences for the community.  In my opinion they are opposed to development, and unhelpful in the way they deal with the community.  They want to see the village and area preserved as a landscape that once was and as a 

result, population is declining, crofts aren't being used or passed on.  One resident who has been trying to open a business has been involved in a 8 year dispute with the NTS and is still. I personally have been struggling to return home and been in a 7 year planning battle with the NTS. We have at great expense managed to get planning 

permission, but now locked in a battle trying to purchase the house site from NTS. I am happy to share all notes and details of our case.  I am currently back in wondering if and when I will be able to move home, or if I should just give up and carry on with a life elsewhere.

As above. but will expand.  In 2011 at the age of I moved home from              to set up and run a  business in the village of   My Aunt wanted to pass me her croft, and therefor provide an opportunity for me and my partner to build our own home.  We didn't qualify for the new social housing that was available in  but couldn't afford the high house prices in the area.  The NTS or at least 

their area rep. was against this from the start.  We battled to firstly receive tenure from the NTS. Then we battled to get planning permission,  after NTS who considered the site ''too pretty'' objections and objections of 2 neighbours we went to committee and fought our case. The day before they one of the 3 also said there was an otter holt on our house site.  There wasn't and we had to get an otter survey done. 

We were granted planning.  The neighbours decided to bring in their fences effectively restricting access via the croft road access, which the NTS as factor was refusing to enter, and our planning lapsed.  The 2 neighbours actively worked with the NTS rep. to spread this out so we couldn't meet requirements to start and our planning lapsed. We had to re apply. Again successful.  Now we have been in a three year 

struggle to purchase the house site from NTS, which is extremely time consuming and difficult. I have had to close the business I started and have moved back to . I am currently back in full time education to provide me with new options. The house we were initially renting was sold. My Aunt kindly gave us space to put a caravan on her croft as we couldn't get it on our own croft, but ultimately 

living and trying to operate the business with no space was too difficult. This sounds like a rant against NTS. I have friends in other areas who have all gone through planning and built and now living in their homes in other areas of Skye and Lochalsh. one started the process 5 years after us, and is now in their house. If it wasn't for my partner I could easily have given up several times. I feel we have missed an 

opportunity to move home and possibly start a family.  In the area we are seeing a declining school role, over half the houses in the traditional centre of the village are now holiday homes, there are 3 examples several being owned by 1 person or business.  When buying isn't an option building should be encouraged. Village clubs are suffering from volunteer fatigue due to the ageing population and lack of 

young people despite a extensive recruitment drive outwit the immediate village, the small boat sailing club which was founded more than 80 years ago is struggling to run its activities.  It is not just my case.  The NTS have historically made it difficult for development in the area and there are 2 other families in the village that I am aware of had similar issues to us.  1 had a date for land court before NTS stepped aside 

and the other ended up in Land Court.  I feel unable at present to return to the village I grew up in despite desperately wanting to. This battle to simply move home feels exhaustive and barely worth it considering the impacts it has had.  I am happy to provide details further, including support from the community which NTS do not care about.
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6799447370 171394175 2018-04-03 11:43:34 2018-04-03 12:06:47 Yes Yes Scale.  On less productive land types comparatively large areas are needed to support employment which is necessary to maintain land in productive condition, covering a wide range of land uses including agriculture, forestry, tourism (including country sports and deer management), renewables, housing, business enterprise 
and public recreation.

Yes As a land manager I am involved in economic land use across a range of business activities.  As a recreational user of land (hill walking, deer stalking, fishing, shooting) I also see the necessity of land being managed for the good of all in a sustainable way. Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Really all of these types of land manager. Yes I can provide many examples of altruistic contribution to local communities 
and causes by private land managers and of the facilitation of development 
(Including business and property development -0 housing) both by 
themselves and by others.

East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, 
Perth and 
Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

No I welcome the increasing diversity of types of ownership and management.  Community ownership opportunities are an important and encouraging development subject to the same viability tests as any other land based business.  In general the scale of land holding reflects economic imperatives and is not in itself 
disadvantageous and I am not aware of examples of ownership or scale being a constraint on development in the public interest.

No Tend to 
disagree

Strongly agree Tend to disagree Individual My 
organisationa
l interests will 
respond 
separately.

Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

But also as a 
private system 
who enjoys the 
benfits of 
access to the 
countryside

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6799209418 171394175 2018-04-03 9:02:29 2018-04-03 9:05:18
7

Yes Don't know Yes No Yes Yes Yes

6795190419 171394175 2018-03-31 14:03:40 2018-03-31 14:15:24 Yes Yes I have experienced a community buy out in my area and the management and employees are 100% subsidised by the Scottish Government. This is not sustainable and is not a good use of limited public funds. The buyout was in competition with private bidders and ultimately outbid the private buyers who would have 
invested in the land and employed local people without relying on National funding.

Yes Not had to rely on limited public funds to purchase land West central Scotland (North 
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and 
East Renfrewshire, Glasgow, 
East and West Dunbartonshire,  
North Ayrshire, Inverclyde)

a 
communit
y land 
owner

No No No Tend to 
disagree

Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Individual Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes

6793781076 171394175 2018-03-30 15:36:57 2018-03-30 15:45:00 Yes Yes Some large landowners are enlightened and encourage biodiversity on their landholdings, as well as getting financial returns in a variety of ways, through green tourism, ordinary tourism, or venison sales and so on. No Yes Many, many disadvantages. People living and working on the land often have restrictions on what they can do due to some large landowners not being willing to sell any land at all to allow social or private housing to be built for rural workers/local residents. Some absentee landlords, whether individuals or companies, have no 
interest in or wish to enable community development. If they consult with locals at all, this is often done badly. Local people end up frustrated and this often leads to population loss. The contrast with areas where there has been community buy-outs show the enormous difference it can make when community interests 
/public interest are at the heart of decision-making about use of the land. Access to traditionally available facilities eg small local harbours for small-scale fishing can be withdrawn, with little access to redress for those affected, and other similar restrictions on the local economy.

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

Yes

6791013396 171394175 2018-03-29 10:14:00 2018-03-29 10:20:40 Yes Yes Yes No Don't Know No Tend to 
disagree

Tend to agree Tend to disagree Individual Other (please 
specify)

No

6790164331 171394175 2018-03-28 23:09:42 2018-03-28 23:28:37 Yes No No benefit No Yes Limiting growth of small villages by owning all ground around them .  All land to build a house or start a business is owned by one person so they are able to charge excessive prices for land put out of the reach of local people , where the wages are historically lower than in south England.    No more land  available to build 
social housing   

Yes Lack of available land for house building and business development   The owners of the land are usually involved in community council or most other community organisations   Yes Asked for a plot of land to build a house for over 
three years specifically land that was previously 
earmarked for development but was told it was 
not for sale no reason given other than its not for 
sale gave up in the end how can do anything 
against someone that owns 26,000 acres, gets one 
of the biggest single farm payment country and 
gets vast hydro scheme feed in tariffs 

Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes

6789938861 171394175 2018-03-28 21:39:48 2018-03-28 22:09:50 Yes No Any benefits would require so many qualifications that as a principle  large scale land ownership should be avoided No Yes The large scale owner becomes the planning authority as land use/ownership changes cannot happen without their permission. Often investment to increase land use/ environmental priorities cannot happen if owner unwilling Yes The demise of dairy farming in Nithsdale well beyond the national averages for the reduction in dairying as detailed in my response sent by e-mail on 27/03/18 Yes South west 
Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South 
and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Former tenant 
farmer,then 
owner occup, 
now retired

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6788502858 171394175 2018-03-28 12:39:11 2018-03-28 12:55:15 Yes Yes Loads of examples Yes Yes Yes Forestry Commission Yes No No Land manager or 
other 
professional 
working in areas 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6787308005 171394175 2018-03-27 22:54:54 2018-03-27 23:09:01 Yes Yes The owners are largely private individuals who tend to use their own financial resources to invest in infrastructure and services on their land and in local communities Yes In  the 1990s, ALCAN, a multi-national company, was the largest corporate landowner in Scotland. They worked with Highland Council, HIE, SNH and the local community around Kinlochleven to reorganise the economy of the village and its surrounds in anticipation of the closure of an aluminium smelter. This included a 
substantial land transfer allowing the development of new housing, schools, community facilities and new business/job opportunities. Had the land around the village been owned by multiple owners, this programme would not have been possible.

Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

No No No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6787027833 171394175 2018-03-27 21:07:27 2018-03-27 21:18:39 Yes No No Yes It’s a relic of a feudal system and has caused an environmental disaster with the “desertification” of the land which is barren and lacks biodiversity. Yes I suffer eco-depression from inability to effect meaningful positive change on the local or national environment. Yes Via a community “consultation” process which 
only included topic the land owner pre decided.  I 
also wrote an earlier letter to say that it was my 
strong belief that no one “owns” land.

Highlands Other (please 
specify below)

It’s called a “charitable 
trust” (Applecross) but 
it’s just part of the
family’s estate.   

Yes There is no availability of housing or land to buy or build upon. Yes Highlands a private 
individual 
or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6782501701 171394175 2018-03-26 11:01:35 2018-03-26 11:15:50 Yes Yes Inward investment,  Economies of scale, Nature conservation at landscape scale Yes South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

Not applicable No No No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Organisation Dormont 
Estate

Private land 
owner or 
representative 
of a private land 
owner

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes

6779711922 171394175 2018-03-24 3:19:55 2018-03-24 3:30:14 Yes No No Yes Land is banked and only used for development interests of that individual. Lots of derelict land not redeveloped in areas of deprivation due to land banking leading to limitations on productivity of an area resulting in wider problems for society. Yes Wemyss estate in Fife owns large swathes of river side property along the River Leven which it does not develop. These areas (Leven, Methil) have some of the worst employment, health, education, poverty and deprivation levels in Scotland. No Casual observation. Needs wider support. East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and 
Kinross  Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other interested 
member of the 
public

ull

No

6777768638 171394175 2018-03-23 11:32:33 2018-03-23 11:50:33 Yes Yes Creates sustainable employment that small units of land ownership would not  Decisions are rightly or wrongly made much quicker Yes It keeps me in work East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

Other 
(please 
specify 
below)

A Trust Yes A larger land owner has more influence when it comes to dealing with local 
Councils

East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, 
Perth and 
Kinross  

Other (please 
specify below)

A Trust Yes Decisions made might not suit everyone No Tend to 
disagree

Tend to agree Tend to disagree Individual Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

No

6775052019 171394175 2018-03-22 12:13:18 2018-03-22 12:16:48 Yes Yes The landowners who do support and local economy, although there may not be many No Yes The majority of the community do not have a say in how the land in run  Housing issues  unfair landlords No Tend to agree Tend to agree Tend to agree Individual Resident of a 
community 
where land 
ownership is 
concentrated

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

No

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes, I am 
happy for you 
to publish my 
response in full

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

Yes, I am happy 
for you to 
publish my 
response in full

concentrated

concentrated

concentrated

I wrote various articles in the press in 2002 and 
was also interviewed on radio explaining why 
the lack of investment by one organisation -
Buccleuch Estates - was having a negative effect 
on dairy farming efficiency in Nithsdale. I had 
one conversation with th  in 
Dec 2002 explaining my view. offered 
to sell me the farm of which I was tenant and 
after a negotiation I bought the farm in 2003.



Respondent 
ID

Collector ID Start Date End Date IP Address Are you 
happy to 
proceed?

In some parts of 
Scotland most of the 
land is owned and 
controlled by a very 
small number of 
people.  Do you think 
this has any 
benefits?  This could 
include benefits to 
the environment, the 
economy, the local 
community, land 
owners or society as 
a whole.

Please use the space below to describe any benefits you can think of. Do you 
have personal 
experience of 
any of 
the benefits you 
have described?

Please use the space below to describe your positive experience of concentrated land ownership. Where in Scotland does this 
experience relate to?

Does this experience 
relate to an area of 
land owned by...

Do you have any other positive 
experiences you would like to tell 
us about?

Please use the space below to describe any other positive experience of concentrated land ownership you would like 
to tell us about.

Where in Scotland 
does this experience 
relate to?

Does this 
experience relate 
to an area of 
land owned by...

In some parts of Scotland most of the land is owned and 
controlled by a very small number of people.  Do you think 
this has any disadvantages ?  This could 
include disadvantages to the environment, the economy, 
the local community, land owners or society as a whole.

Please use the space below to describe any disadvantages you can think of. Do you have personal 
experience of any of 
the disadvantages you 
have described?

Please use the space below to describe your negative experience of concentrated land ownership. Did you inform the land 
owner (or their 
representative) about this 
experience?

Where in Scotland does your 
experience relate to?

Does this experience 
relate to an area of land 
owned by...

Do you have any 
other negative 
experiences you would 
like to tell us about?

Please use the space below to 
describe any other negative 
experience of concentrated land 
ownership you would like to tell us 
about.

Did you inform the land 
owner (or their 
representative) about 
this experience?

Where in 
Scotland 
does this 
experience 
relate to?

Does this 
experience 
relate to an 
area of land 
owned by...

Please indicate 
how strongly you 
agree or disagree 
with each of the 
following 
statements:

What is your name What is your email address Are you responding 
as an individual or an 
organisation?

If you are responding on behalf of 
an organisation please enter the 
name of your organisation below.

Which of the following 
best describes you

Are you happy for the Scottish 
Land Commission to publish your 
response to these questions?

As part of this research or related 
projects we may wish to contact 
you in the future to discuss the 
issues you have raised.  Would you 
be happy for us to do this?

Response Response Open-Ended Response Response Open-Ended Response Response Response Other (please specify) Response Open-Ended Response Response Response Other (please specify) Response Open-Ended Response Response Other (please specify) Open-Ended Response Response Comments Response Response Other (please specify) Response Open-Ended Response Response Comments Response Response Other (please specify) Scotland’s 
concentrated 
pattern of land 
ownership does 
not serve the 
public interest.

Action is needed to 
encourage land 
owners and 
communities to work 
more closely 
together for the 

Government interven
tion is required to 
reduce 
concentrated land 
ownership

Open-Ended Response Open-Ended Response Response Open-Ended Response Response Other (please specify) Response Response

6909124583 174219154 2018‐07‐02 9:03:47 2018‐07‐02 9:10:16 Yes Yes It enables a more balanced approach to land management. In particular, it reduces the chance of every  Square Foot being commercially developed. It enables  land managers to develop the appropriate ground rather than their only bit of land.  No No No Tend to disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6908700794 174219154 2018‐06‐30 22:35:17 2018‐07‐01 22:30:43 Yes No No Yes [1] Large rural estates are de facto an additional layer of government on many rural communities. They dictate land use and economic opportunities within their area. Their decisions have a critical 
impact on private enterprise, local development, rural demographics, services and the social welfare of vast areas in rural Scotland. However, this layer of government is unelected and unaccountable. 
Whilst every four years we are able to vote on who do we want to lead our Community Councils, Councils, and Scottish Government, rural communities do not have the power to vote in/out those 
large landowners who have so much power over the lives of so many people across vast areas or rural Scotland.    [2] Landowner absenteeism is a grave issue in many large rural estates. Land is a vital 
national resource. However, a very substantial part of rural Scotland is owned by passive absentee landowners who for a number of reasons do not have an interest in local development. Absentee 
landowners are generally not directly involved in the on‐site management of the land and are not aware of the needs or aspirations of the residents and communities who happen to live within the area
Absentee landowners have the power to ignore or frustrate potential enterprises which would create economic activity and benefit the community, as some of those potential local business would not 
fit with the landowner's own idea of his/her idyllic rural retreat.       [3] Owning and managing rural land is an expensive business. However, not every large landowner in rural Scotland has the means to 
financially sustain the land they own. As a consequence, vast areas of rural Scotland under private ownership suffer from chronic underinvestment ‐to the detriment of local communities and 
ultimately the public purse. In an exercise of economic inefficiency, this is regularly addressed by funnelling colossal amounts of public money, rural subsidies and grants to the very same private and 
often absentee landowners which passively mismanage such vast areas of rural Scotland. 

Yes Yes South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to disagree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908700338 174219154 2018‐06‐30 22:33:03 2018‐06‐30 22:36:36 Yes Yes Proper, effective land management of vast areas of jolly, mountainous land that requires management and cannot be left to grow wild.  Yes Effective management of wildlife and flora/fauna.  Highlands a private individual or 
business

No No No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908663894 174219154 2018‐06‐30 20:00:43 2018‐06‐30 20:20:56 Yes Yes Control of sufficient scale to make good ecological decisions and to have a corresponding responsibility to make good decisions for wider benefit. Smaller sized holdings often produce more self centric decisions. Yes One 'estate' has been able to create a coherent woodland plan for future generations . Scale can make economic decisions more 
viable. I live in agricultural Fife where in 1995 100 acre farms became unviable, in 2005 same applied to 250 acre farms and now there
are very few left at less than 500 acres and usually contract farming additional acres. 500 acres of Fife could be of equal value to over 
20, 000 acres of Argyll and many more times than 40 more profitable. 500 acre blocks of mountainside might be more equitable but 
unlikely to produce the bio‐diversity benefits sought by the wider population.

Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Yes Restricting small enterprises. No Tend to disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Small holding farmer in 
Fife with involvement in a 
hill farm in Argyll, where 
concentrated ownership 
prevails.

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908648293 174219154 2018‐06‐30 18:59:13 2018‐06‐30 19:26:52 Yes No No Yes No chances for smaller businesses to get a start or to expand to a level that allows them to be efficient. Yes 1991 Act tenants on estates not given the chance to offer for neighbouring land when it becomes vacant.  Land is either taken back by estate or contract farmed by others from outwith the local area. Yes Not listened to. North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

A trust Yes Large landowners have total control 
over who can live and work in an area 
and they can make life a misery for 
those who do not fit in with the 
landowners views.

No Did not want to give them the 
satisfaction that they were 
making things difficult for us.

North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

A trust Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908644239 174219154 2018‐06‐30 18:47:26 2018‐06‐30 20:29:11 Yes Yes 1)Most of Scotland in the highlands is heather in order to get a return that provides sustainable revenue you need sizeable portions of land, this   in turn provides jobs and tax to the Scottish government  Yes I have seen many people benefit from the jobs that are created by country estates.    Stronger communities     Land owners reinvesting
in the land     

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes 1People who  are provided jobs by the land  2Communities brought together  3 Capital earned elsewhere invested in the land 
providing more jobs 

Highlands No Yes No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

Live in Edinburgh studied 
agriculture 

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908518969 174219154 2018‐06‐30 10:40:38 2018‐06‐30 11:01:41 Yes Yes Efficiency; development and spread of knowledge; infrastructure; human resources; spread of risk, allowing enterprise; long term perspective; sufficient capital; diversification Yes We have two farms which neighbour the same large landowner.  The benefits of scale are apparent, whether in being able to meet an 
experienced person at short notice to their voluntary contribution to a vibrant agriculture sector; to amenity based on longevity; to 
machinery resource available for contracting. Above all, a consistent approach and generosity.

South east Scotland (Edinburgh, 
East and Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a private individual or 
business

Yes The largest land holdings operate like business enterprises. They are usually properly capitalised allowing proper decisions even when 
the return is long term. They have unitary management avoiding a rush to the bottom which is often the result of consensus 
management. They can afford to share accumulated knowledge with all the organisations seeking to promote a vibrant rural sector in 
Scotland; whether through briefings, committees, organisation memebership, secondment. The perspective is invariably long‐term 
and with cross subsidy eg preservation of vernacular architecture. They can preserve landscape at the cost of maximum return such 
as windfarms. They can afford enterprise and new development eg innovative renewable energy eg types of hydro.

South east Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East and 
Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

these benefits have been demonstrated by 
a variety of private ownership strucutures

No This is a leading question. There are no disadvantages directly relating to concentration of ownership. No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Other (please specify) Farmer and supporter of 
vibrant rural economy

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908365733 174219154 2018‐06‐29 22:25:47 2018‐06‐29 23:01:05 Yes No Economy of scale. Local employment. No Yes I think the fabric of local communities suffer. Young people have little chance of procuring land and most people are denied a chance of having a farm of their own. Yes Land ownership may not be the whole trouble but in my view there is no legislation to limit what any one person can owner occupy. The return on owner occupied land is very low so we therefore require a tenanted system. The experience that occurs localy is that contract 
farming means that agricultural activity is concentrated into large farms and offered to farmers who already farm large areas. This is encouraged by a subsidy system that rewards large scale units.These large units are mostly well run and efficient but give no thought 
whatsoever to aspiring new entrants. Greed is the order of the day.  I would further say that the modern trend of large arable farms is not sustainable in the long term given that they are not geared to livestock production and consequently do not look after the soil in the long
term. I see evidence of this quite a lot.  To conclude, in my opinion it is legislation that needs to be changed to free up land to give the next generation opportunity and not land owership as such although I would also say that I would prefer to see land owned by trusts or 
something similar to the Crown Estates where they need an investment and also tenants. 

Not applicable East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual I am a tenant farmer and 
work to another farmer 
and keep stock. I have two
sons and a daughter. My 
eldest son has 
established a flock of 
ewes on grass lets but 
cannot get a farm of his 
own due to lack of 
availability. My younger 
son is also keen to farm 
but managed to put 
himself through 
veterinary and has a good 
job. My daughter is  a 
nurse.

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908345331 174219154 2018‐06‐29 21:36:43 2018‐06‐29 21:52:38 Yes No Yes No Yes Too much power over individual tennants Yes Using rights of a fuedal superior to try and charge a large amount of money to agree to change of use of a private property for sale on the estate. When a reduced amount was agreed there was a gagging clause in it. Yes Highlands a charity No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908307725 174219154 2018‐06‐29 20:18:43 2018‐06‐29 21:12:07 Yes No No Yes Massive lack of housing available in rural communities.  One person has power over large areas and huge influence over peoples lives.   Large areas are run for the benefit of a single species to the 
detriment of most other wildlife.  Shooting estates restrict/Discourage people walking and cycling when as a nation we need to increase our activity levels.  Green energy initiatives are for the benefit of 
one person/company not the local community. 

Yes I live on a pheasant shooting estate run solely for the benefit of an absentee landowner.    Shoots take place right beside my property, with shot and dead/dying birds landing on the property, vehicles and passing persons including my children. Impossible to avoid if I'm 
leaving for a nursery/school pick up.    The estate then expect access to pick up the birds, with their dogs and guns, any complaint or attempt to stop this is met with aggression.    Two of the regular shoots take place over roads locals travel on, meaning on my route home, 
with children, I drive on a road with several people aiming rifles in our direction. I've had to emergency stop to avoid a dead bird landing on the car.     The estate is well known for wildlife persecution, including raptor poisoning.   Pheasant and partridges are fed while other 
carnivores (stoats, foxes etc) are trapped or shot.     A neighbouring estate keeps wild buffalo in a huge fenced area, also for an absentee landlord so no access is allowed without phoning the estate first and going in by vehicle, restricting local village access for walking or 
other leisure pursuits.     Many estate residents are tenants so scared of complaining as they risk their tenancies being terminated.    A lot of the houses are surrounded by conifer plantations for the landlords benefit restricting light. We have a massive line of conifers 
blocking our light and view, the landlord said we could pay to remove the worst of the line when approached, not something we can afford.    In the past we've been surrounded by pheasant pens, now are neighbours are surrounded by pheasant crop cover fields resulting in 
enormous numbers of birds in the garden. Like having a very large number of hens and the resulting excrement, all over the ground and children's play areas and awful damage to plants and grassed areas.    Huge tracks bulldozed across hillsides and burns. Gates padlocked 
and barb wired while these tracks 'settle'.     Hillsides bare of trees or any vegetation except heather due to deer and sheep grazing massive areas and all possible predators being decimated.   

Yes On two occasions with the landlord directly regarding 
the shooting beside the house. On a third with his head 
gamekeeper.    Apparently the shoot is a 'main' shoot 
and can't be changed. 

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

Yes My main negative experience is the 
control and influence one person has 
over our whole, very positive generally, 
community and landscape.    We have a 
very supportive local community but 
are restricted by the dominance of one 
type of activity for the benefit of a 
small number of non local residents.    
As the landowner also owns the 
majority of the properties, it is hard to 
form any sort of opposition to the 
negative practices we all experience.    

Not applicable East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth 
and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6908218122 174219154 2018‐06‐29 17:37:31 2018‐06‐29 18:10:15 Yes No No Yes lack of investment from the landowner.  In Braemar over a long period of time buildings were left to deteriorate, with a listed building amongst them left derelict in a prime position within the village 
derelect for a decade or more.  People that live in the area are loath to criticise the estates as many work for them.  The estates pollute the air with their burning of the hills to "manage" the heather for 
their grouse shotting etc.  There are vast tree plantations that lack diversity.  The money from exploitation of the surroundings does not trickle down but rather goes into offshore trusts.  

Yes Breamar, until very recently being left to crumble by lack of investment by the estates that own many of the buildings.  The hotels in the village were a disgrace, now being refurbished under new owners, although on 100 year lease before going back to the estates.  This would 
have had an impact on tourism and the local economy.  Buildings left derelict for years when there is a shortage of housing in Braemar.  Pollution from the burning of the hills for game keeping.  A volunteer comminity group, Breamar Community Ltd, created and run a hydro 
scheme but a percentage of the profits go to the estate who contributed nothing, also on a lease.  Braemar castle, run by volunteers, on a refurbishment lease of 50 years before going back to estate ownership meaning that vast amounts of public money is spent on restoring 
a private castle.  Vast mono‐colour tree plantations, void of much bio diversity, blight the landscape of the national park yet the estate has recently decided not to continue to sell firewood to the local community, many of whome rely on wood burners for heating.  People 
unwilling to critisise the estate when they fail to follow planning rules on listed buildings since their family work for them.  the list goes on.

No Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6907421726 174219154 2018‐06‐28 10:15:55 2018‐06‐28 10:52:06 Yes Yes SEE LATER Yes Concentrated land ownership averaged across the whole of Scotland is an incorrect statement. Other (please specify 
below)

ALL OF THE ABOVE, ALL OVER SCOTLAND Yes It is very difficult to complete this survey because it may well be based on a false premise. Concentrated land ownership usually just 
means the number of acres of hectares owned or used by a particular person or organisation.    The starting point for viable land 
ownership is the economic potential of the land. In Scotland, the great majority of land has naturally very poor potential. The 
difference in output between the poorest and the best land in Scotland is huge – on a scale from 1 to 100, a hectare of mountain top 
will produce only about 1% of a hectare of best quality arable land.    Consequently, comparing hectares in mountainous regions with 
other hectares in good farming terrain is meaningless.    A viable agricultural, for instance, of good quality land is often in the regions 
of 400 hectares. A viable unit of the poorest, mountain land in the north of Scotland could well be 40,000 hectares.    Consequently, 
if there is an issue about concentration of land ownership in Scotland, the first thing to do would be to assess the economic 
potential. Such an assessment may well show that, overall, Scotland does not have an unusually concentrated pattern of land 
ownership. What it does have is unusually poor and unproductive land.    So, the “introductory statement” is wrong and misleading, 
which means the whole surbey is somewhat meaningless until such time as the true facts are known.    However, in an endeavour to 
assist the survey, and on the basis that a large, or single ownership unit is one, which employs a least three labour units, or perhaps 
made up of at least three individual farms, here are some of the examples of the benefits of economy of scale:  1. The ability to 
employ people ( as opposed to a single, self‐employed person).  2. The ability to make land/farms/businesses available to others, for 
let. In other words, capital provider.  3. The ability to plan the countryside on a sufficiently large scale to be meaningful (wood, trees, 
hedges, field sizes etc. There are much admired examples of this all over Scotland.  4. The ability to invest. The ability to raise capital 
and to borrow.  5. The ability of other parties, public utilities etc. to deal more easily with a single owner.    In relation to the current 
size, and number of ownerships in Scotland over the past 100 years, the number of owners has increased dramatically mainly as a 
result of the breakup of very large estates and the purchase of individual farms by their tenants. Whilst this process will continue in 
some areas, the removal or diminution of  State/EEC subsidies is likely to see the average unit size increase again.    Community 
ownership is an interesting concept, applied in practice in a number of parts particularly in the west of Scotland. However, without 
continued State support, it seems unlikely they will be a great expansion of this type of ownership.

Other (please 
specify below)

ALL OF THE ABOVE, ALL OVER SCOTLAND No No Strongly disagree Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Other (please specify) 50 years experience of 
land ownership and 
managment of all types 
land and property 
throughout Scotland

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6907387967 174219154 2018‐06‐28 8:38:18 2018‐06‐28 8:53:19 Yes No No Yes Where there is one huge estate (like the huge one that surrounds my home and community) there is an unwillingness to make land available for sale for housing. There is also a desire to retain the 
estate intact. It is also very difficult to negotiate as an individual (or small organisation) with such a large powerful estate. Legal costs are very high, these are wealthy businesses with a range of expert 
legal advice on tap, that most individuals and communities do not have access to. I also believe it limits the diversity of local businesses in rural Scotland. In my community the land (thousands of 
hectares) surrounding us is controlled by one individual.  This landowner will have their own fixed views about what should happen economically to their land. With smaller land holdings there would 
be a greater diversity of ideas/views/plans/businesses in our local community.

Yes We were unable to purchase land from the local estate. They retained land and only offered rental, with conditions. Not applicable East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6907384754 174219154 2018‐06‐28 8:25:56 2018‐06‐28 9:19:12 Yes Yes Relatively large estate ownership can occasionally be appropriate to achieve environmental goals whether by the state or a single NGO. Such ownership might not necessarily equate with low employment for instance and might be part of restoring land to health for eventual return to communit
use. Such large scale single ownership however would only be appropriate within a wider context of smaller multiple and community ownership and within a coherent land use strategy aimed at balancing commercial (extractive) and environmental (restorative) enterprises. 

No Yes The effects of concentrated land ownership reach deeply into all aspects of the Highland society in which I live with negative outcomes in the environment, the economy, and in the social aspects of 
empowerment, equity and the subtle suppression of hope and possibility. There is the very real fact that decisions regarding land use made by a single individual impact thousands of hectares of land 
and thereby affect the quality of life of local inhabitants on a daily basis as well as visitors and wider society. Obvious and specific examples include management of huge areas for deer stalking and 
grouse shooting which hold land in a damaged environmental state offering little local employment and no long term hope for re‐possession and re‐inhabitation. The opportunity cost to local 
communities and wider society is inestimable. Long term alienation of people from their local landscape has lead to loss of understanding of land processes and use, in other words a profound dis‐
empowerment which serves to reinforce existing patterns and single use practices.   

Yes Over a period of 35 years I have simply observed dozens of individuals and families who wanted to live on, own and manage a small unit of land in a sustainable (crofting type) manner but have been unable to even rent, let alone buy such a thing. Some of these folk are within
the community and some outwith. The effect is much the same in terms of the lack of diversity in land use and rural economy. Specifically, this has lead to a dearth of locally grown food in small horticultural or agricultural enterprises ‐ damaging the local economy and health 
and suppressing employment. The knock‐on effects of this manifest in wider society in terms of supermarket, agro‐chemical control and environmentally in terms of carbon dioxide emissions.

Not applicable So many local people live in houses or use land rented 
from estates that they feel unable to engage in any 
dialogue with land owners for fear of negative 
consequences. The power of local estates over local 
communities is immense and operates both subtly and 
obviously.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Not applicable So many people inhabit 
houses and use land rented 
from private estates  that they 
are unable to enter dialogue 
with owners for fear of 
negative impacts of a serious 
nature. Many folk keep their 
heads down in order to 
survive. Feudalism is alive and 
well in the Highlands in all but 
name.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6907186962 174219154 2018‐06‐27 22:17:40 2018‐06‐28 20:29:17 Yes Yes Employment, land management, full time career, boost to local economy , boost to small local businesses  Yes Land is properly managed and maintained to it's highest possible standard  Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Threw private land ownership there is loads of small businesses and local work that can be filled by a small community that may 
struggle 

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6906781546 174219154 2018‐06‐27 8:54:09 2018‐06‐27 9:32:08 Yes No No Yes Lack of opportunity for younger people to set up in rural areas. Lack of understanding of native culture. Continued propagation of a quasi‐feudal culture. Lack of consensus in environmental policies. Yes Questionable charitable status. Lack of accountability where populations are low. Communities feeling obliged to landowners. Often divisions in the community can be created by landowner policy. Landowners directing newcomers looking for opportunity towards crofters 
instead of offering it themselves. This area has a history of the estate offering favourite status to those who support them, including social power to push out those who do not.

Yes Negative criticism of land owners practice does not 
typically confer personal benefit or ease of living upon 
rural inhabitants. Generally speaking the situation is 
not as bad as it once was thanks to increased pressure 
on accountability from government.

Highlands a charity *charitable status is questionable. No Tend to agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6906399795 174219154 2018‐06‐26 17:00:28 2018‐06‐26 17:22:13 Yes Yes Traditional estates tend to provide cheaper rented accommodation in this area, which is at a premium Yes Friends in cheaper rented accommodation (though typically lower quality housing) East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes Single owners of large areas of land place an ineviatable constraint in capacity to carry out proper management compared with more a more dispersed pattern of ownership  Incoming owners 
sometimes lack understanding of land management, leading to frustration on the part of others affected  A single owner of a large estate carries with it the risk of widespread under investment  There is 
greater insecurity on the part of tenant owners on large estates  In general there is less investment in housing on large estates; and incoming investment is typically focussed on renovating the big 
house and providing the gamekeepers with better vehicles and equipment and is of limited benefit to the wider community  Traditional estates, especailly absentee‐owned ones, are typically managed 
for shooting and public beneits such as conservation and access are continually frustrated  Micro‐businesses located in estate houses seem rare than elsewhere    

Yes Direct personal experience relates to the way that several large estate tried to frustrate the establishment of local path network, which I was active in promoting.  I have met one farmer who lost his tenancy because the estate decided to take the land in hand for game crops, 
when the priority changed from farming to pheasant shooting  Other aspects I know about by virtue of talking to neighbouring farmers and residents.

No Complaining to estate owners about their activities is 
widely known to be a waste of time; they rarely take 
local interests seriously.

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6906265761 174219154 2018‐06‐26 13:35:15 2018‐06‐26 13:42:14 Yes Yes Economies of scale, integrated approaches to sustainability, development etc. Yes No No ownership is irrelevant, it is how land is managed that is important Yes No Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6906227305 174219154 2018‐06‐26 12:10:34 2018‐06‐26 12:22:53 Yes No No Yes Landowners can set extortionate charges for grass lets / farm rentals ‐ and still claim any subsidies while they sit back and do absolutely nothing to benefit the environment or the local community Yes I have watched our local estate slide further into disrepair as the landowner refuses to either invest in improvements or even to sell off comparatively small amounts of land to those who would actually improve fences, buildings and access. The landowner can effectively 
receive money in the form of subsidies while tenants do all the work and receive nothing. Larger local farmers can afford to pay the grass let prices set by the landowner, smallert crofters and farmers cannot. Locally, we now have virtually no small farmers, it's all big 
landowners who plonk their livestock in the fields for 6 months of the year, investing nothing and improving nothing. The smaller tenant farmers are squeezed out and the empty houses rented out to the highest bidder. We also have a 'sporting' estate which regularly flouts 
hunting and shooting laws with impunity, appalling many of us in the local community.  Additionally, the local landowner has one windfarm with another n the pipeline. The windfarm contributes around £25k per annum to the local community, but I believe the landowner 
receives something in the region of £180k per annum ‐ again for doing absolutely nothing other than having been born into a wealthy family.

No We rent land and our lease would be terminated 
immediately if we raised a fuss. This has happened to 
us before and we cannot risk our livelihoods.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6906185801 174219154 2018‐06‐26 10:19:02 2018‐06‐26 10:53:42 Yes Yes Better stewardship is given to land if it belongs to a concerned small ownership. They generally have the money and where with all to ensure that the environmental balance is maintained. Smaller plethora of owners will be more costly and harder to control when it comes to the environment. 
Large landowners provide employment for the rural community which would not be available if they did not exist. They also bring in contracts to the local community which will not happen if they disappear. Large landowners who are connected to our society are more likely to care and behave 
as well as contribute to our societal needs. Small landowners will need to make money of a less diversified holding and will therefore be less inclined to behave and care for our land. Access is key and we have that. Ownership is not a burden we should submit to. Let the wealthier few own the 
land and carry the financial burden but allow the people access to the land as we have now.

Yes A diversified landscape which remains completely wild and allows access to all the wonders it holds without any of the costs placed 
on the tax payer. Perthshire is my roaming ground and it has many land owners of huge wealth. they have brought stability, jobs and 
maintain a wonderful landscape free for the everyday man and woman to enjoy. The countryside is clean, safe and remains totally 
beautiful. This is down to the big estates such as Drummond or Athol. We would be nothing without them. Foreign investment has 
been important. Roads are maintained. Castles invested in. Communities provided with jobs. All this would be destroyed without that 
serious investment and that can only happen over large areas of Scotland due to the poor quality of hill land. None of these owners 
are making money. It is their passion and we get to enjoy the fruits of their labour.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes I have experienced  well organised large estates who really care about the land and the right to roam. Of course they face challenges 
but they are willing to face them and their work goes largely un‐noticed by the masses who do not get out into the hills and see the 
wildlife and communities at work. These people know every corner and every activity whether that be legal or illegal. They are the 
money, the policeman and the conscious for us who live in the town but seek liberation. 

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes A lack of money to maintain the infrastructure and care for the environment. This translates into taxes for us who seek to roam and enjoy nature but in a clean and safe environment. They need to make
money to survive and therefore will do that which makes a profit. This will destroy our beautiful heritage.

Yes The west coast of Scotland has been totally destroyed by crofting and now there are no jobs and everyone is keen to move to the mainland to find work. Yes yes and it was not well received. I will not return to 
these lands any more.

Western Isles a community land owner Yes A total lack of direction, finance and 
desire to the right thing by 
communities is completely lacking

Yes Highlands a community 
land owner

Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6906147311 174219154 2018‐06‐26 8:30:47 2018‐06‐26 8:52:59 Yes No No Yes Large landowners mange land they don’t live on in a different way to how smaller landowners that live on their property would do. Like erecting large turbines that they don’t have to live next to and 
hear or see. Or planting monotonous plantations with no wildlife concern.

Yes Large scale, environmentally monotonous developments, like forestry and windfarms, limit the ecology of an area. With numerous landowners you would have different uses and therefore different impacts. Negating some of the desert like qualities of monotonous  
continuous developments.  Large scale landowners are all for maximum return for the land at the expense of historical and ecological interests.  The lack of consultation with those nearby angers local communities, who actually have to put up with the current whims and 
financial desires of landowners who can afford to bulldoze local communities, due to their lack of personal involvement. Things that wouldn’t gain approval on a small landowners scale are being approved for big landowners at local and at national levels.

No Impossible to contact them when they do not even live 
in the country. When they pay management holdings to 
oversee their developments and when they aren’t 
interested in even visiting their land, never mind the 
impact upon locals.

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6906147119 174219154 2018‐06‐26 8:30:12 2018‐06‐26 8:34:22 Yes Yes Employment and providing an environment for people to enjoy the outdoors Yes Able to walk through farmland safely North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No No No Tend to disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6906142780 174219154 2018‐06‐26 8:14:49 2018‐06‐26 8:33:06 Yes Yes Some housing schemes increase the number of children in rural areas. Thus maintaining school numbers. No Yes When local people apply for a planning development sometimes the lairds club together to object and try to have it refused. Generally so it does not clash with their ideas. Yes Some lairds are very good at supporting their community, ( ) but others like  are only interested in themselves , once over the community could call on their support now it is hard to get anything from them. No North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

No Tend to agree Tend to agree Tend to agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6905913912 174219154 2018‐06‐25 20:47:10 2018‐06‐25 20:55:08 Yes Yes The ability to deliver environmental and ecological management at the highest levels using their own funds. Yes I am factor of a relatively large estate and the owners have supported, from their own funds, every initiative prescribed by SNH and 
others to improve the environmental and ecological management of the estate.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes The Owners have developed the Estate spending material sums of money in the local area on repairs, maintenance and services. A 
community could not afford to do what we have done

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6905901304 174219154 2018‐06‐25 20:24:09 2018‐06‐30 18:33:40 Yes Yes In some parts of Scotland the land is relatively unproductive and is better suited to less intensive land uses, lower economic rents and therefore is better served by larger land holdings in the same way a market garden with plants grown intensively is suited to a smaller land holding.   In the run 
up to the Land Reform Act one of the papers referred to the clear accountability that could potentially given by government management. Compared to private ownership government management is generally akin to a 'black box' system where personnel, and often policies, change regularly and 
decisions shifted‐up hierarchies away from the localities that are affected. The very concept of ownership means an ongoing accountability and management plan. I suggest it is very unlikely that people continue to hold land without a plan and interest.

Yes Delivery of residential accommodation and other large scale integrated development plans from hydro schemes to leisure activities 
e.g. mountain biking.  Forestry  Deer Management   Peatland management  Extensive grazing of cattle and sheep   Game shooting  
Fishery Management  From a practical perspective boundaries in uplands tend to work with rivers, lochs and mountain top ridges 
and given the scale coupled with the productivity challenges large landholdings are simply more practical in uplan areas. 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

and others Yes These experiences are widespread and are enjoyed by visitors from across the UK and beyond who visit Scotland to enjoy the 
landscape that has been created very much as a result of the differing quality and productivity of the ground. I'd suggest if a study 
reviewed the productivity per holding then the disparities the introduction to this survey endeavours to highlight would be explained 
far better than measurements of acres/hectares etc.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

and others No In the interim if bad  land management are being by a big land holder it will possibly effect more acres than if in more than one holding however managing the issues with one land owner may be more 
easily resolved than with many.

No Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

Lowlander farmer and 
tourism business 
operator

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6905888732 174219154 2018‐06‐25 20:03:19 2018‐06‐25 20:25:02 Yes Yes A concentration of ownership that enables a rural business to be self‐sustainable with scale enables investment in the rural business creating local employment (with increased potential for opportunities for the young and apprenticeships). Scale also permits environmental measures to be 
taken at a level which has a lasting impact.  Efficiency derived from economies of scale reduces the requirement for public funding to support a rural business and its dependent community.

Yes We have supported a tenant farmer with loan to carry out an aecs scheme of hedge planting over 3.5km which has enhanced the 
biosecurity on his hill farm as we recognised the longer term benefit for both parties.  Having taken over two tenanted farms we have 
replaced 2 farmers (both in their 70s) & 2 workers (both in their 60s) with a farm manager in his 50s and 3 workers all in their 30s.  
We have also offered harvest work to a student.  We use local builders and slaters and employ a plumber and joiner to maintain 
residential let properties which are managed through an inhand team of 3 office staff.

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

Yes We recognise the position of the business in the local community and provide, at no cost, a village hall, bowling green, community 
woodland and have supported local scouts groups, school parties and community groups to access woodlands all in support of the 
local community.  We have also facilitated community events 

East central Scotland 
(Fife, Dundee, Perth and 
Kinross, Angus)

a private individual 
or business

No Ownership does not preclude others from using or deriving a living from the land. No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6905866078 174219154 2018‐06‐25 19:09:55 2018‐06‐25 19:38:21 Yes No Possibly nature preservation, but there is no reason why this couldn't be done by any body or group of people rather than landowners  No Yes Lack of understanding between the landowners with regards to community needs, e.g. land use for housing, drifting, employment Yes All members of local estate don't live in the area therefore have no idea how the local community lives and what their needs are. They 'cherry pick' people the provide favours for such as housing or business opportunities. There is no fairness in their procedures. They are 
neither very opened to new ideas such as renewable energy and its potential use.

Yes Not much of a response.  Highlands a charity A trust No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6905836382 174219154 2018‐06‐25 18:36:30 2018‐06‐25 19:09:01 Yes Yes In the majority of instances where large extents of land are owned by a few people, this land is of poor quality, seldom fit for mainstream agriculture.  This type of land is more often used for wildlife or environmental purposes, including the practice of field sports.  The benefits here are: (i) 
employment (on land where traditional farming is not possible), (ii) active management of the environment of these extensive lands, (iii) management at landscape scale (as opposed to individual farm scale), (iv) socio‐economic (giving life to often remote communities), (v) maintaining precious 
land management skills (dyking, drainage, muirburn, etc.)

Yes As an angler, hill‐walker, naturalist and landowner I have been aware of concentrated land ownership for a long time.  There is no logic 
in the argument that fragmented (or de‐concentrated) ownership provides any better environmental or landscape management. The 
areas of land where land ownership is deemed to exist are poor and would be unsustainable were they to become fragmented.  There 
needs to be economy of scale on these poorer outbye lands.  Landowners all (whether large or small) have responsibilities to 
maintain their land and to contribute towards Scotland's better environment and sustainable growth.  Where large landholdings exist 
in remoter areas with poor or thin upland soils these deliver strong environmental and socio‐economic benefits in my experience.  

Highlands Other (please specify 
below)

I have positive experience from all of the 
category options given

Yes As a landowner of a large area of land in the Highland Region I worked alongside the principal agencies (SNH, Highland Council, SEPA 
and others) to maximise the socio‐economic and  environmental aspects of the district.  All agencies of government with whom I 
worked over 30 years recognised and articulated their understanding that large areas of land which are under one ownership provide 
better and more sustainable results.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes It can on occasion lead to unfortunate misunderstandings and ‐ more often ‐ there is not always very good communication or engagement between the owner and the immediate community.  More 
can be done on this. 

No Tend to disagree Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6905823581 174219154 2018‐06‐25 18:15:58 2018‐06‐25 18:29:23 Yes Yes Landscape scale environmental management; wider areas of predator control to benefit local wildlife; holistic land management approach; ability to deliver solutions to local communities by dealing with one party/family; considerable local employment (as smaller units would not have 
economies of scale to justify perhaps a full time employee); thus leading to a sustainable local community who live and spend locally benefiting the local economy.

Yes An example is a large sporting estate.  It has over ten full time employees based locally, justified by the significant area the estate cove
to deliver land management objectives.  If this estate was fragmented, there could be any amount of much smaller holdings, which 
could not justify these employees individually.  Collaborative working very rarely has a long term outcome due to varying personalities
and objectives involved.  The objectives of this owner mean that staff numbers have grown in recent years in a very remote part of 
Scotland.  A considerable proportion of the estate is also in a designated site, delivering environmental, wildlife and scenic benefits 
whilst working alongside government agencies in a positive way.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No No No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6905715892 174219154 2018‐06‐25 15:35:07 2018‐06‐25 15:43:06 Yes Yes What this enables is a more holistic plan to be created and delivered for economic, social and environmental reasons, while taking into account all the many different factors that affect the land Yes Areas of land that could have been put under pressure have been earmarked for environmental benefit.  Also land on the outskirts of 
the local village has been provided free of charge to the community for their ownership to build a new village hall and play area   Local 
housing has also been available to tenants with families in order to try to ensure that the local school retains enough pupils to be 
viable 

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes A development of a wind farm has resulted in a benefit fund that is managed and run by the local communities for their interests  South west Scotland 
(South Lanarkshire, 
South and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6904754669 174219154 2018‐06‐22 20:25:58 2018‐06‐23 14:50:30 Yes Yes In remote areas of Scotland, many basic utilities that most people take for granted are not available.  Large landowners have filled this gap over many years such as by building roads that were subsequently adopted as public highways, providing private water supplies to communities and 
generally propping up the local infrastructure at the landowners' expense.

Yes In Argyll, much of the road network was created by landowners before the Council adopted these roads as public highways. Much of 
Argyll is not serviced by a public water main and landowners have provided private water supplies to fill this gap in public utilities.  
Large estates provide employment even though most of them struggle to make a profit as the community owners of Gigha have 
discovered.

Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

Yes I have visited most other parts of Scotland and seen the same gaps in public utilities being filled at the expense of large landowners. Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6904566939 174219154 2018‐06‐22 14:50:41 2018‐06‐22 15:35:01 Yes Yes Most of the land in Scotland which is owned in large blocks is of very low productivity e.g. hill land or forests. The cost of managing such land properly is usually very high and the financial returns are very low. These shortcomings are amplified if the land holdings are small or there are many 
decision‐makers who have to agree on policy.    In addition most of such land needs to receive financial subsidy from elsewhere. The subsidies paid by CAP are usually insufficient and a joint enterprise with high returning agricultural land elsewhere or other sources of income are normally 
essential.

Yes I was a professional deer management adviser. It is nearly impossible to make any sort of sensible deer management plan where the 
land ownership is fractured and the decision‐making ability diverse and the many owners are in competition and disagreement with 
each other over policy.    As part of my responsibilities I was made aware of the detailed economics of running Highland and Lowland 
estates and forests. I also became aware of the difficulties and often very negative results where land ownership became fractured.

Western Isles Other (please specify 
below)

all categories of ownership listed in many 
different areas of Scotland

Yes The capital value of even "poor" land is very high. Scotland benefits enormously from the management of such land being subsidised 
by finance from elsewhere in UK or even abroad

Other (please 
specify below)

As stated above  my experience relates to all 
areas of Scotland and all types of 
ownership

Yes Large landholdings in single ownership encourage jealousy and politically inspired attacks on the whole principle of private land ownership and by breaking up the holdings, risk impoverishing the 
management activities and diminishing the value (both economic and wider benefits) that accrue to the public. (This politically‐inspired exercise is a poorly disguised example of such.)    If the large 
landowner is not experienced and trained in good land‐management techniques, has an extreme land management objective or falls prey to poor advice, things can go wrong over large areas. There is 
even a danger that the unbalanced land management prescription will fail to achieve its aim.

Yes 3 x Cairngorms nature reserves bought largely to "safeguard" the survival of certain bird species but which failed to retain a balanced vermin control regime have the worst woodland grouse densities and reproduction rates in the area despite total protection being 
introduced compared to the more balanced nearby sporting estates.

Yes Ignored! similar to above ‐ but the reaction to 
pointing out the failings is worse when 
dealing with a QUANGO or NGO

Yes The landowner is unable to make 
decisions through age or infirmity and 
the land is put into a management 
trust which is run more for the benefit 
of the trustees than the reason for the 
land being owned in the first place.

No No access to the Board of 
Trustees or owner. Those who 
own land need to have a very 
clear reason for doing so and 
also have a clear idea of their 
responsibilities to keep the 
land in good heart and well 
managed and not to have any 
malign influence on 
neighbours.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I also live in such an area I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6904530125 174219154 2018‐06‐22 13:40:01 2018‐06‐22 13:57:39 Yes Yes Speaking from personal experience in Scotland from research carried out for my own Masters dissertation, many of the conservation projects that are supporting Scotland’s rare wildlife species, such as the wildcat and Capercaillie are being delivered on the ground by large landowning estates, 
owned by private individuals, as well as charitable and public organisations.     In most instances the private Estate staff, be it gamekeepers or farm employees are ideally placed, working in the environment throughout the year to deliver the conservation objectives. If the ownership/ control of 
these areas was by a large group owning small areas, these projects simply would not be feasible or deliverable. Additionally in many cases, the landowner had a vested interest in the land and the native species within it, so without the large areas of ownership, Estate workers would not be 
required and in their absence SNH or another organisation simply could not afford to run these projects in isolation.    Large areas of land ownership by a small number of individuals support jobs and rural economies; if these Estates do not exist, there will be no reason for numerous people to 
be employed with a provision of jobs.  This jobs provision is not just the gamekeepers, housekeepers, farm staff in themselves but also offers wider employment, mechanics repairing moors vehicles, teachers in schools for gamekeeper’s children, local shops etc.    

Yes South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other (please specify) Rural resident I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6904475114 174219154 2018‐06‐22 11:11:01 2018‐06‐22 11:28:43 Yes No No Yes Opposition to community power as possibly damaging landowner's tourist enterprise.  Allowing disused farmsteadings falling into disrepair before claiming public money to do them up as a collection 
of houses.  Only one such steading is done up at a time.  

Yes Visually unattractive ruins on the land. No Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6904438923 174219154 2018‐06‐22 9:17:39 2018‐06‐22 9:47:36 Yes Yes The landscape and the environment in private ownership provides one of finest in the world maintained and managed at the cost of those owners for the benefit of all to enjoy through open access completely free of charge.  In particular rivers, moors and mountains.  Landowners provide 
employment for large numbers of people in agriculture, forestry, sporting and tourism to the benefit of the local community.  

Yes I have visited and walked over many remote areas in the north of Scotland over the last 50 years mostly in private ownership. I have  
always enjoyed those visits and appreciated the fact that  the magical landscape is managed and maintained by landowners at no cost
the public.

Highlands Yes No No Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6903914321 174219154 2018‐06‐21 12:31:56 2018‐06‐21 12:51:15 Yes Yes There is a minimum viable size for economic use and production from land. As the land becomes less productive that minimum viable size increases.     For hill and marginal land there are added pressures on habitat management and grazing regimes, particularly with regard to wild herbivores 
such as deer, feral goats and hares that roam freely. The larger a common herbivore management plan (which can be quickly adapted to react to external events such as fire damage / weather) the better

Yes I manage a number of SSSI’s, SAC’s and other important national and international sites. These have been improved recently because 
we have finally managed to agree and implement a flexible and common herbivore management plan across a very wide area. 

Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

A charity and community land owner are also 
involved 

Yes The larger scale livestock farming operation from a large landholding has allowed the neighbouring farm to continue as they work in 
partnership, working both holdings as one

Argyll and Bute a private individual 
or business

Yes The only disadvantages are when the land is neglected or abandoned. This has happened with a FCS woodland which is now owned by a community group.  Yes As above; a forest neglected by FCS then sold to a community group Not applicable Argyll and Bute a public body No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6903902119 174219154 2018‐06‐21 12:00:13 2018‐06‐21 12:23:12 Yes Yes In many upland areas it is only large scale land ownership that can allow an economic business activity to survive.  Potential through letting of agricultural land to allow farmers to run a business without raising large amounts of capital ‐ land owners are a source of business capital if conditions 
are right to let land.  Allows integrated land management on a scale that creates financial viability in sustainability through diversification in fragile rural areas.  Allows large footprint regeneration of areas and wild life protection with landscape scale planning of nature corridors and flood 
alleviation work.   Supports the tourism industry and community enjoyment of walks and other forms of recreation much more difficult to achieve by seeking to coordinate smaller land holdings.

Yes I have managed it and witnessed the benefits delivered.  Much of what has been delivered over the years is from wealth generated 
elsewhere and invested in rural Scotland.  This contrasts from the ever decreasing ability to support communities by local authorities.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No No Size of ownership is irrelevant.  It is how it is managed that matters.  Most landowners, especially those of size, see themselves as enablers of community aspirations. No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6903883188 174219154 2018‐06‐21 11:03:56 2018‐06‐21 20:04:02 Yes Yes In some instances land use decisions are easier to get passed. No Yes First some context: I grew up on a tenant farm on the Island of Bute. Bute has some of the most concentrated land ownership in Scotland. One family owns I believe almost all land (75 ‐ 100% of 
farmland is tenanted from Bute Estate, and I do not know of any significant rural land holdings that are not farms.) I believe the estate have urban property in Rothesay too.    Disadvantages:    1. First a 
general comment. Often it is hard to prove concentrated ownership is harmful on Bute as it seems to manifest as an absence of things; an absence of development, an absence of opportunities, an 
absence of jobs, and an absence of population growth. I can't prove that any of those are due in part to concentrated ownership, but I strongly suspect they are. Like many of the people I know I left 
the island.    2.  Managed reduction of the number of tenant farmers in Bute.   The estate seem to have a policy when tenancies expire to amalgamate farms. The number of farmers has been declining 
for decades. Local people, tenants, and prospective tenants have no power to object to this. The size and number of tenant farms and thus the larger part of the rural population of Bute is controlled 
opaquely by the owner. This amalgamation affects how many people can live on Bute working as farmers and also farm labourers. This will affect the wider economy on the island.    3. Policy of letting 
rural buildings (ex farmhouses and cottages) fall into semi‐ruinous condition before renovation.  It has been clear for a number of years that empty farms and cottages owned by the estate are not 
made best use of. The typical pattern is for a dwelling to lie empty for 5 ‐10 years and get into a state of disrepair before total renovation. In this period the dwelling is not being used.  Some local 
people claim this allows the Estate to use public grants to renovate the dwellings which are often historic. I cannot prove this last claim, but it could be cross‐referenced against public records to 
confirm if this is the case or not. Either way it is not beneficial to population or the economy for buildings to go unused.    4. Estate policy of turning empty rural dwellings into short term lets.  Bute 
Estate appear to have a policy of turning the renovated rural properties they own into short term lettings. The tourism economy is important to Bute, but this aspect is damaging to the island in 
multiple ways.   a) a reduction in permanent population  b) low local participation in the rental income from these properties ‐ only low paid cleaning jobs transpire  c) Wealth extraction from the island 
‐ the beneficiary of the estate charitable trust is not usually resident on the island (he is known to reside principally in Switzerland). There is no evidence the tourist rental income from these lettings 
stays on Bute.  d) a lack of opportunity for the properties to be used for any more productive use.    5. The Bute  Estate Charitable Trust (charity arm of the Estate) does not spend significantly on the 
island.  In the 37 years since it was founded it has donated only half a million pounds (per own website). This averages at £13k per annum. The family are reputed to be worth hundreds of millions of 
pounds, and own the fantastic Mount Stuart house which in itself generates significant tourist income.    6. Blocking of community windfarm  The estate recently successfully objected to a community 
benefit windfarm being built on Auchintirrie farm by the owner occupying farmer. The objection was that the the estate (a previous owner) still had the mineral rights to the land.  It's believed this 
objection was due to the estate's concern about impact on its tourism businesses. This shows the power of the landowner to potentially thwart sustainable development.    7. The estate no longer has 
a permanent factor resident on the island. This impacts on population, spending into the economy and level of attention given to tenanted properties.    8. The population of Bute has been declining 
for decades.    These are only the disadvantages I am immediately aware of. I recommend further study of Bute as an extreme case of concentrated ownership.

Yes Copied from previous question.    First some context: I grew up on a tenant farm on the Island of Bute. Bute has some of the most concentrated land ownership in Scotland. One family owns I believe almost all land (75 ‐ 100% of farmland is tenanted from Bute Estate, and I 
do not know of any significant rural land holdings that are not farms.) I believe the estate have urban property in Rothesay too.    Disadvantages:    1. First a general comment. Often it is hard to prove concentrated ownership is harmful on Bute as it seems to manifest as an 
absence of things; an absence of development, an absence of opportunities, an absence of jobs, and an absence of population growth. I can't prove that any of those are due in part to concentrated ownership, but I strongly suspect they are. Like many of the people I know I 
left the island after leaving school.    2.  Managed reduction of the number of tenant farmers in Bute.   The estate seem to have a policy when tenancies expire to amalgamate farms. The number of farmers has been declining for decades. Local people, tenants, and prospective 
tenants have no power to object to this. The size and number of tenant farms and thus the larger part of the rural population of Bute is controlled opaquely by the owner. This amalgamation affects how many people can live on Bute working as farmers and also farm 
labourers. This will effect the wider economy on the island.    3. Policy of letting rural buildings (ex farmhouses and cottages) fall into semi‐ruinous condition before renovation.  It has been clear for a number of years that empty farms and cottages owned by the estate are 
not made best use of. The typical pattern is for a dwelling to lie empty for 5 ‐10 years and get into a state of disrepair before total renovation. In this period the dwelling is not being used.  Some local people claim this allows the Estate to use public grants to renovate the 
dwellings which are often historic. I cannot prove this last claim, but it could be cross‐referenced against public records to confirm if this is the case or not. Either way it is not beneficial to population or the economy for buildings to go unused.    4. Estate policy of turning 
empty rural dwellings into short term lets.  Bute Estate appear to have a policy of turning the renovated rural properties they own into short term lettings. The tourism economy is important to Bute, but this aspect is damaging to the island in multiple ways.   a) a reduction in 
permanent population  b) low local participation in the rental income from these properties ‐ only low paid cleaning jobs transpire  c) Wealth extraction from the island ‐ the beneficiary of the estate charitable trust is not usually resident on the island (he is known to reside 
principally in Switzerland). There is no evidence the tourist rental income from these lettings stays on Bute.  d) a lack of opportunity for the properties to be used for any more productive use.    5. The Bute  Estate Charitable Trust (charity arm of the Estate) does not spend 
significantly on the island.  In the 37 years since it was founded it has donated only half a million pounds (per own website). This averages at £13k per annum. The family are reputed to be worth hundreds of millions of pounds, and own the fantastic Mount Stuart house 
which in itself generates significant tourist income.    6. Blocking of community windfarm  The estate recently successfully objected to a community benefit windfarm being built on Auchintirrie farm by the owner occupying farmer. The objection was that the the estate (a 
previous owner) still had the mineral rights to the land.  It's believed this objection was due to the estate's concern about impact on its tourism businesses. This shows the power of the landowner to potentially thwart sustainable development.    7. The estate no longer has a 
permanent factor resident on the island. This impacts on population, spending into the economy and level of attention given to tenanted properties.    8. The population of Bute has been declining for decades.    These are only the disadvantages I am immediately aware of. I 
recommend further study of Bute as an extreme case of concentrated ownership.

No Many of my points are not easily provable without the 
goodwill of the landlord, or are observations not tied to 
a specific tenancy.    Also, the landlord has too much 
power. Tenants and residents are often reluctant to 
approach with any more than routine concerns.

Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other (please specify) Former resident of an area
with concentrated 
landownership

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6903874925 174219154 2018‐06‐21 10:39:44 2018‐06‐21 11:09:51 Yes Yes As with all groups of people there are good ones and bad ones. As this question is asking about benefits then we are probably talking about good ones. Examples:  1. For landscape scale environmental benefit schemes then concentrated land use enables things to happen. The sheer inertia of 
large groups of people makes any landscape scheme extremely difficult to achieve, not impossible but extremely difficult and expensive (due to time required in setting it up and administering the scheme). examples can include grey squirrel control or deer management.  2. Woodland 
management: I have seen direct experience of where the employment for small contractors has diminished when large estates have sold farms (with the associated smaller woodlands) off. The scale of woodland ownership previously enabled a work program to be drawn up where marginal jobs 
could be worked as part of the whole. When these are isolated they do not stand scrutiny so these woodlands have not been worked. Less employment in the valley is the consequence and frequently a loss of biodiversity.  3. Large scale landowners can be far more conscious of their image and 
social responsibility than many smaller owners. Where local communities have problems with boundaries or items of unclear ownership then the single point of contact often enables things to get done. With small owners who are often less well resourced to resolve them then it ends up in a 
bitter feud which helps no‐one. The local councils are so stretched that they start with denying anything and everything and have no resource to mediate or resolve things. Many MSP's due to their desperation for press coverage add pressure to the debate and are at risk of building public 
expectation to unrealistic levels.

Yes See detail in question 3. South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Employment and training.  The large ownership if proactively managed creates work at a scale and in a manner where others can bid 
for and invest in their business in some confidence. This can include taking people on and training them. This is a point frequently 
made by Forestry Commission Scotland and is the point behind their long term contracts and framework tender documents. It's only 
their scale of ownership that allows this.

South west Scotland 
(South Lanarkshire, 
South and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual 
or business

Yes As before here we are talking about the bad ones:  1. Where the ownership is funded by other means then a scenario can occur where the owner can not engage in gov policy and ignore it until it 
changes to suit. i.e they are less easily led by grants etc...  2. They can prevent local community development by the refusal to sell land for development although this is to some extent now dealt with.

Yes fgsd Yes South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6903607010 174219154 2018‐06‐20 21:08:53 2018‐06‐20 21:22:39 Yes Yes Large areas of land in Scotland are of very poor quality, so it is necessary to own large areas in order to make a return  Yes The Deeside way is a footpath along the old Deeside Railway.  The large landowners have been very cooperative, but one small holder 
is refusing to allow the footpath over his land thereby creating a long and complicated diversion

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Several landowners  Yes Landowner has donated land to church to build an extension. Also donated the old schoolhouse to Council for community use land 
for extension to village hall

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private individual 
or business

No What matters is how the land is managed not how big the landholding is. No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Other (please specify) Member of the public I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6903371605 174219154 2018‐06‐20 14:56:15 2018‐06‐20 15:17:20 Yes Yes ability to provide opportunities through tenancies, business arrangements etc, ability to take long term landscape scale approach, ability to take more charitable approach in some areas as a result of larger business interests  Yes jobs, education, recreation, business opportunities, tourists ‐ too many different ones to list. I grew up on a council house built on 
land gifted by the estate ‐ we were always encouraged to view the estate as something which belonged to and benefitted us all. many 
of my friends were children of tenant farmers ‐ most of whom grew up in large farmhouses and went to private school! Many 
businesses supplied the estate ‐ or benefitted from tourists or other estate business activity. The estate has had a long tradition of 
providing education and training opportunities and has provided allotments, land for mountain bike trails and basically helped the 
community and individuals within it deliver their ambitions and aspirations. it certainly doesn't stop things happening. those who are 
critical about it tend to have either moved into the area in the last 10 years or just have an issue with inherited wealth ‐ the estate and 
family who own it don't do anything wrong, these people just don't like 'their sort'!    

South east Scotland (Edinburgh, 
East and Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a private individual or 
business

Yes I've travelled extensively throughout Scotland and have seen lots of good examples ‐ lots of investment, support to businesses and 
tenants as well as direct estate activity that benefits the local area.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6903313317 174219154 2018‐06‐20 13:30:44 2018‐06‐20 13:36:03 Yes Yes The only benefits I can think of are to the landowners themselves.  No Yes Concentration of land ownership in the hands of private individuals rather than communities disadvantages the people who live in those communities by removing their ability for self‐determination. 
Communities can find themselves at the mercy of unscrupulous individuals with very little power of recourse. 

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
owned estate

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6901317317 174219154 2018‐06‐16 9:55:22 2018‐06‐16 10:52:48 Yes Yes The largest concentrations appear to in areas which the analysis by the scottish governments environmental team into soil quality shows to be very poor and of no or very limited agricultural value. As a result few people are really interested in buying something which has no or limited 
productive capacity teh result has been large tracts of land which have had pretty limited interference by human hand resulting in some of the most beautiful untouched scenery in the world something that is incredibly rare and thus why we are now seeing millions of tourists flocking to 
Scotland to see it ‐ this will grow exponentially as Indian and China's middle classes grow and want to experience foreign travel, Scotland looms large in Chinese lists for cultural reasons. So having the land controlled by a small number of people who have the wealth to care for and look after it 
seems a good idea. The alternative could have been endless small scrappy subsistence  farms littering the beautiful countryside much as has happened in parts of the islands which may many tourists describe as a blight on a beautiful landscape. With limited intervention rare plants have 
survived and wildlife has been allowed to flourish largely undisturbed. There have been no horrible chemicals poured onto the land as in the intensive agricultural areas of Scotland, (salmon farms apart which are destroying the fragilie ecosystem on the pre text of a handful of poorly paid jobs). 
We all recognise that Scotland has some of the most amazing scenery in the world , the rest of the world is now coming to see something incredibly precious and rare. I think that the fact that the land has been held by so few has been the consequence of that which we have to be really 
thankful for. We all have the right to roam responsibly pretty much anywhere over our incredible landscape ‐ I dont need to own a single acre of it to do that and it seems pretty good to me that some rich person has to look after it for me to enjoy for free.

Yes I love walking and fishing in the Highlands the estates are all very helpful in helping arrange fishing permits and ghillies and suggesting 
good local places to stay and eat. They all seem to want to promote and help the local communities, they seem to realize they are 
really just custodians the land has been there for millions of years so any ownership they have is just a name on a piece of paper for a 
mere blink of an eye in the scheme of things. The estate owners I have met all seem to want to ensure that the pristine environment is 
preserved as best they can so that the next generation will get it in a better state.  As the income form estates is pretty limited many 
have to work away from where they would ideally love to spend all their time ‐ one chap I met said that he got back from London for 
most weekends whcih were tehn spent dealing with all the issues and problems that come from running an estate and that he was 
spending £250,000 a year after tax (teh bulk of his income from a very good job in London) on improving and maintaining the estate. 
The estate itself like many others was only capable of producing a minimal income and the only jobs capable of producing the income 
to support one are likely to be in London. 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes My parents were tenants in a small house  on a big perthshire estate. The fact it was a big estate meant that the estate had its own 
joiners foresters and handymen so if anything went wrong in the house it was fixed quickly and cheaply. This compares to my 
experience of being a tennant of several  anonymous buy to let landlords in Edinburgh and Glasgow where trying to get repairs takes 
ages and meant I often had to take days off work or they were never repaired at all.  The rent was always going up every 6m‐ a year. By 
contrast on the estate my parents lived on the owner knew everyone personally and would always be aware of peoples positions, 
illness, loss of jobs, bereavements weddings births etc and he would help where he could often not collecting rents whilst people 
were in difficult circumstances. He even wrote me a letter after my parents died even though had been some 10 years since they left 
the estate. I thinnk this shows that landowners of large estates do care and feel personally responsible for people who live and work 
on their estates, by contrast I think there are many buy to let landlords who own properties worth far more than any estate who just 
regard their tenants as numbers and cash cows. 

East central Scotland 
(Fife, Dundee, Perth and 
Kinross, Angus)

a private individual 
or business

Yes I think it depends very much like everything else on the individual. If for example an owner became obsessed with sticking up wind turbines and just covered their estate to maximize income but ruined 
the stunning scenery in th process whilst they would be better off financially but the environment/scenery would be seriously adversely affected for generations. Landowners though are subject to 
huge amounts of regulation down to the smallest details like when they can cut hedges and verges so there is hopefully enough legislative restriction to prevent something silly like that.   I suspect lack 
of money may be a problem, estates cost lots of money to run and estates themselves produce little income. I suspect that a family may not have much income from outside the estate to subsidize it 
and this could lead a decline in the employment opportunities as tehy have to cut back. I think the South Uist buyout since being bought out has had some £26m in grants loans etc to make it viable 
so it shows the scale of the problem landowners have but  its their problem not ours as it is in the case of a community buy out when we the tax payer have to support them through our taxes.

No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6900964685 174219154 2018‐06‐15 16:00:30 2018‐06‐15 16:32:43 Yes Yes The narrative very successfully put forward is one of the majority of land being owned by very few. Whilst technically correct depending on the measures used, the context and relevance is always missed. The value (financial and amenity and landscape), usage and opportunities for alternative 
uses are never discussed. The "majority" land argument usually refers to very low value, very extensive land which is either heavily dependent on Pillar I or Pillar II support mechanisms, sporting estates, tourism and often all 3.  The debate is also coloured and distorted by what appears to be an 
obsession with ownership, rather than occupancy, land use and opportunity. Concentrated land ownership can, in the right circumstances provide continuity of management, along with opportunities for local tenants and communities to carry out businesses without the significant capital 
investment costs associated with land purchase.  It also tends to give greater consistency of management and approach over a larger land area, as well as greater probability of investment in community projects and environmental habitat management

Yes Although I am from a '91 act farming tenancy background, and have extensive experience of the stereotypical Edinburgh lawyer and 
expensive factors dictating to lesser resourced tenants, and engaging in bullying tactics, I also have extensive experience of more 
progressive landowners through my work as a rural business consultant. I have personally seen investment in community housing 
projects, community workshops and work areas, community employment through farming, forestry, fishing, tourism, sporting and 
environmental management. I have also seen these landlords take farms back in hand when tenancies have come to a natural end 
(tenant retiring with no successors) and transforming those farms from run‐down, overgrown and unproductive units into modern, 
well run farming units through massive investment in land reclamation (previously improved, reverted pastures), drainage, reseeding, 
liming, fertilising, and re‐stocking with livestock . These are improvements that a new tenant would almost certainly not be able to 
finance, as well as purchase stock and pay a rent and have sufficient working capital to farm effectively. I have also seen estates 
attempt to let farms on 10 year LDT's having fixed a lot of the issues created by an outgoing tenant, and being unable to find new 
tenants. I have also seen estates create new employment through starting to farm actively in‐hand themselves when such 
circumstances occur, both through direct employment, and through contract farming agreements (where those contract farming 
agreements are genuine contractual arrangements rather than a tenancy in disguise)

South east Scotland (Edinburgh, 
East and Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a private individual or 
business

experience relates to Highlands and Islands, 
Perth, Angus, Aberdeenshire, Scottish 
Borders, Lanarkshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway, Argyll and the Islands, Stirlingshire, 
East Lothian, Midlothian, 

No Yes the disadvantages relate largely to the same issues as can be advantages and come down to an individual, or an individual's represntatives. If you get a "bad" landowner in control of a lot of land area, 
then this effect is carried over to a large area. note however that bad landowners can also include community buy‐out projects, many of which worked for a short period of time but then degenerate 
into farce and in‐fighting all at the expense of the taxpayer

Yes landowners not engaging with tenants, not investing in land, not meeting obligations to repair and replace, generally treating tenants with contempt Yes extended arguments with the landowner's 
representaive and having to fight at every turn for what 
should be basic rights

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Tend to disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6900914450 174219154 2018‐06‐15 14:38:01 2018‐06‐18 11:46:43 Yes Yes 1.  The Estate helped with the creation of a School Wood in 1973, initiated by the Royal Scottish Forestry Society  for educative purposes to help young people to appreciate the importance of growing trees in the local environment. This has more recently been extended and another generation 
of young pupils have planted trees, on land leased by the Estate.    2. The Estate helped in establishing the first rural sheltered housing scheme in the North East of Scotland with the primary objective to give local retired people the opportunity to live in secure alternative surroundings when they
were less able to look after themselves.    3. The first community wood in the North east of Scotland of about 26 acres was created in 1993 on land surrounding the Village, with a circular walk of about a mile. The Estate leased the ground to the Local Community Association on completion.    4. 
Land was released rent free to the local football club which is also used from time to time for outdoor community events and charitable causes.     5.  Houses were built on land which was sold by the Estate at affordable prices originally to those young people born and brought up in the 
Community who were unable to buy a site on Deeside after the North Sea oil boom. This policy started in a modest way but still continues so that over 30 houses have now been built or are about to be built. Over 80% of the Estate houses let out are at an affordable rent (as per comparable 
rents of Aberdeenshire Council) and long standing employees remain in their house on a rent free basis.    6.The ownership of the Village Hall was handed over by the Estate to the Communty Association after over £320,000 was collected to improve and extend it, with the help of a lottery 
grant. This wonderful facility is fully used throughout the year for Community events, functions, clubs, parties and weddings.        7. The Estate recently donated an extra piece of land to the Church of Scotland to extend and improve the Church.    8.Land for a new graveyard was donated by the 
Estate to the Community. This was an amazing scheme organized entirely by the Community Association. The tenant farmers on the Estate constructed the new access road on a voluntary basis, the ground of about three acres originally part of the Estate in hand farm was donated, fenced off 
and landscaped by local people of all ages, who planted trees hedges and and shrubs. About 80 people from the Community were involved in this remarkable community effort.    9. The Estate has let land to form a new path of over a mile across the Estate Farm to a local Community Trust, 
linking the school to the village and the Community Wood and the Farm Shop. This enables the children to walk or cycle to school in safety off the Public Road.     10 The Estate, along with other neighbouring Estates, decided to gift their rights they held in the locality to a charitable trust for the 
benefit of the local inhabitants of the parish.    11.Two historic water powered mills, were donated by the Estate to a local Community Trust with the aim that they be opened to the public by arrangement.    12, The main Estate House is frequently opened to the public by the family for 
community and charitable events, Scotlands Gardens Scheme, the Forget‐me‐not club, Church Fetes, and other Community events, such as the Jubilee Garden Party, the Year of the Homecoming, Burns Night Celebrations, and concerts. The annual Estate Party is also held in the house. It is also 
used for Estate tours to parties of agricultural students, local Probus groups, overseas farming groups, International Agricultural journalists amongst others.     13 The Estate also allows the use of the land for Orienteering, Biathlons, Sponsored Walks, Camping by organized groups, including 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award, the Cadets and Scouts, and the University OTC.    14.The land surrounding a War Memorial has also been leased to a local Community Trust.    15. Road and path material was donated free of charge to the County Council for the construction of the Deeside Way 
which is now widely used by the greater public and visitors to Deeside.        16. Regular meetings take place with the Estate, Local Community Council and Association regarding Housing Developments, and with the local Community Trust about matters of mutual concern.    17.A Native 
Pinewood owned and managed by the Estate, allows many people to enjoy access for walking and riding throughout the forest tracks. It is considered it to be the most picturesque part of the Estate. About two miles of public footpath linking two watermills have also been created for public 
benefit.    18. The Estate established a farm shop in a redundant farm building over 10 years ago. This project initially was set up to sell Estate produce, but has expanded to allow other local producers an outlet to sell their products. The Shop now employs 24 full or part time employees, all 
within a 10 mile radius of the Shop.        This list may not be exhaustive but it perhaps gives the general picture of what is happening on a privately owned family estate, operated by hard working partners and managers who are fully committed  and employed running a labour intensive livestock 
farm, and precious forestry investments, which give this beautiful valley so much character. The new Farm Shop which has won many awards gives additional employment to many local people, and this enterprise selling meat, game and local produce is contributing  to the Tourist Industry of 
Royal Deeside, and the reputation of the North East of Scotland. Many small woodlands and shelterbelts have been created to add to the diversity, providing shelter to some of the 130 different species of birds, which have been recorded in the valley. It perhaps illustrates the benefits of how a 
family Estate of this kind can contribute to the wellbeing of the local Community and general public.   

Yes Please see above North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Some of the examples I gave in section 3 are common throughout Deeside. In particular, Local Estates provide more affordable rented
proberties then the Local Council.

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private individual 
or business

Don't Know No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

In addition to above, 
working Estate and Farm 
Manager and resident of 
the Community.

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6900763442 174219154 2018‐06‐15 7:50:55 2018‐06‐15 8:15:48 Yes Yes It is increasingly recognised that in order to achieve meaningful outcomes ‐ particularly environmental but also social and economic ‐ interventions need to be on a landscape scale.  Such interventions are generally facilitated by a smaller number of larger land holdings.  This is true both between
and within holdings.  Between holdings, coordination of a smaller number of land managers' policies deliver better outcomes for wild species ‐ deer, other mammals, fish and birds. Within holdings, it is easier to make decisions which may compromise economic output in one part of a larger 
holding.  For example, larger holdings have more scope for agri‐environment schemes not only due to their inherently larger scale but also because they can make decisions for environmental priorities to prevail over economic (usually agricultural) priorities in certain areas.   Similarly, larger 
holdings may choose for social priorities to prevail in some aspects ‐ e.g. in the provision of properties for affordable rents and of land for the development of additional affordable housing stock by the local housing association

Yes Formation of Deer Management Groups  Formation of Fisheries Trusts  Landscape interventions to improve black game habitat on 
adjacent holdings  Inclusion of over 80% of moorland in agri‐environment scheme  Peatland restoration  Properties made available to 
local community members at affordable rents  Land made available for affordable housing  Land made available for community 
renewables

Central Scotland (Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and 
West Lothian)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes If you get a rogue owner, their goals may compromise the interests of the environment or the local community.   No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6900230297 174219154 2018‐06‐14 13:36:06 2018‐06‐14 17:50:05 Yes Yes First point ‐ "controlled" is getting very much diluted by the fairly rapidly increasing impact on land use and management by bodies such as SNH , SEPA , Local Authorities , Scot. Gov. / CAP and others .The last 25 years has seen a significant reduction in land ownership powers and control ‐ 
generally for the better BUT care is now required not to damage the benefits we all enjoy from the large Estate ownership :   *  The fewer owners there are , the easier and more cost effective it will be for Bodies and Authorities to consult and negotiate for reasons of environmental , business , 
community benefit and wellbeing and achieving continuity .   *Consultation between the few larger land owners in an area , are generally good and nearly always result in benefits such as Deer Management Groups , hill sporting activities , forestry and farming cooperation ,renewable energy 
development ,utility provisions for communities etc .all of which would be more difficult to achieve (if at all )with more people involved with more diverse objectives .( In this day and age ,large land owners generally require successful operations and that is not achieved by failure to carry local 
peoples support and their business success.)    *Today , a large number of the big Estates have benefitted hugely by the vast amounts of money (from other sources ) pumped into them to provide and maintain communities/employment and which certainly would not happen with fragmented 
ownership and lack of access to funds ‐ the main beneficiaries being those now able to live and work in these communities . * The large Estates very often (particularly in the remote areas) are the catalyst for smaller business development and which in turn create employment and development 
and which would not happen without the Estate foundation/structure .  * Time and time again , the large Estates have been willing and able to take risk in venturing into new ventures and which smaller businesses could or would not do ‐‐ eg. diversification into or of farming , forestry 
,environmental enhancement , public access , recreation , renewable energy , housing ,tourism etc.

Yes * As a Factor/Land Agent for 50 years ,I have experienced all mentioned in 3 above and I cannot recall any regrets  .   I also know of 
many other instances of such benefits and where I was not directly involved .     *  I have for over 40 years been (and still am ) a 
tenant farmer and who was not able to afford the purchase of a farm , but I have benefitted hugely by the ability of my Landlord to 
invest in big changes allowing me to farm and live with comparative success and enjoyment !

Central Scotland (Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and 
West Lothian)

a private individual or 
business

area from Pentland Hills ,north to Inverness 
and from east to west coast and the Islands

Yes Over the last 25 years or so , there has been a massive shift in Landowners attitudes and objectives ‐‐ we now have almost a 
competition to provide services and facilities to the best standard for the benefit of communities , employees ,and the environment 
in general .  Further more , the bigger body of land and property ownership is far more able to access funding at reasonable rates for 
change/development  ie more able to get finance into the rural areas .

a private individual 
or business

All over Yes There are still some landowners who on the whole are not helpful to themselves the environment or the community .There always will be a small percentage of these owners, mainly because of a lack of 
finance but regrettably a very few with the "wrong" attitude .  This may be better than having more owners of that land and also more poor owners . At least with one owner there is more chance of 
getting a positive .change !

Yes Over the years, I have had two large land owners requesting my Factoring services ‐‐ both wanting tenant farmers removed so they could get the land back in hand . The farmers were in my opinion doing a good job . In one case the land owner wanted to sell with vacant 
possession .  I refused to work for both and also warned the tenant farmers concerned . Happily , they are still in place .

Yes The land owners got a blunt opinion and explanation of 
why they were wrong ‐‐ in my opinion .

a private individual or 
business

Central Scotland  and a west coast 
Island 

No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

and Tenant Farmer I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6898097510 174219154 2018‐06‐11 14:15:19 2018‐06‐11 15:29:29 Yes Yes There are two basic issues:‐  i) the scale of management units. It is sometimes much more efficient and scienifically sensible to manage larger units, perhaps beyond the ability , financial compass and scope of local communities.    ii) there are areas of land specific to certain ecological 
(habiatt/species/associations) e.g. blanket bog; ancient woodland; natve pinewoods; montane heath;open waters etc. which demand large units fo effective conservation/genetic  management or to safeguard species ranges,    Additionally many of the so‐called sporting estates are a 'fashion' or 
are acquired and managed purely as 'kudos'. They are uneconinic but attract considrable outside funding which cannot be equalled  by economc activity geertaed within the unit, or smaller units. 

Yes South east Scotland (Edinburgh, 
East and Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a public body as for Question six my experience is much 
wider than for one type of land‐pwnership 
relating to charitable bodies, publish bodies, 
community acquisitions, private 
management etc. in the Highlands, Islands , 
Borders, Argyll & Bute  

Yes In dealing with many of the earlier land sales from the National Forest Estate the acqusitions by Social  Landlords can make a huge 
difference to the viabilty and sustainabiity of small village communties. In addition, where a community acqusition is well thought‐ 
through, not solely the product of a few enthusiastic and voluble individuals,  and financially sound, there are enoirmous benefts to 
local involvement, empowerment and confidence  as well as spin offs for local education, tourism and well‐being.  My experoence 
relates to all of Scotland. 

Highlands My experience, as above, relates to private, 
public and charitable bodies right acrosss 
te Scottish spectrum

Locally, some large estate ownership has generally led to ecological and infrastcructural degradation, limitation of employment opportuinities, and limitation of local resource use by the local 
community. This has pronounced seasonal effects.

Yes Having monitored informally the ownership and management styles at Glen Feshie it has been  obvious over three decades that sound land management ‐ albeit sometimes traditional ‐  has given way to rapacious mismanagement based on spurious 'values' for shootable Red
deer trophies, and short‐term, Land‐agency market values' at the expense of forest, hill vegetation, (and with these other dependent wildlife) buildings, public access etc. There was no understood long‐term strategic thinking. 

Not applicable There were various bodies and land‐owners involved in 
this estate, some chosing to ignore any land‐use advice, 
fro m whatever quarter. .Happly it ois now one  a much 
stronger and sustainable land‐use footing in the longer 
term ‐ although still part fo a very large and 
concentrated holding. The financial cost in arriving at 
this postiive situation could not have been undertaken 
by any UK public body, charity or communit gorup.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

with various conservation and 
landscape designations

Yes There is a severe problem with the 
under‐use of p\asture production in 
Scortoand generally. This i especially so 
in the drier, grasier sheepwalk of  south
and east Scotland  ‐ although the princ 
iple aples across other araes as well ‐ 
where it has been shown by the ARC 
and others that the dedcline in daily 
herding has resulted in highly selectvie 
grazing which has, over time, favoured 
the rise of rank herbage (Molinia, 
Nardus, Deshampsia  Cirsium, Juncus 
etc.) at the expense of more palatable 
and nutritious Agrostis‐Festuca 
pasture, leading to a gross under‐
utilization of the potential pasture 
available , concomitant with declining 
carrying capacity and poor 
prodiuctivity. 

Not applicable This is a general problem but 
it has been well promulgated 
throguh the reports of the Hill 
Farming Research 
Organistation and its 
successors )‐ the Macaulay 
Institute/James Hurtton 
Institute etc.

This is a general problem 
relative to increasing 
labour costs, total 
misunderstanding of hil 
pasture production and  
attemots to cover too 
large areas at minimal 
input costs. 

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Individual Other (please specify) Former manager, former 
researcher, land‐use 
consultant.

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6895918248 174219154 2018‐06‐07 12:36:57 2018‐06‐07 12:55:57 Yes Yes Delivery of long term conservation objectives over large areas.  Consistency and stability in policy allowing natural processes to restore habitats  Cherishing and protecting biodiversity  Likeminded managers to collaborate yielding benefits on a landscape scale  Large land holdings tend to be 
held in stewardship for successors, small landholdings used only to generate livelihoods over working lifetimes ‐ not good for long term conservation.  

Yes Habitat conservation. Heritage objectives being delivered upon. Creation of  hospitality businesses based on management outcomes 
of larger landholdings. Creation of opportunities for local community members to benefit through leisure or entrepreneurial 
measures associated with an improving environment.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Creation of jobs both direct and indirect in association with significant private investment. Improvement of the built and natural 
assets. Genuine custodianship and joined up thinking over significant areas. Government objectives being delivered at no cost to the 
public purse.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes Land ownership becomes the focus of attention whereas it is how the land is managed that matters to the local and wider communities, the natural environment and the nation.  Yes It is not concentrated land ownership per se but the politics surrounding it that can be a negative experience Not applicable This is not a matter relating to any individual landowner Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6894699793 174219154 2018‐06‐05 20:45:16 2018‐06‐05 20:58:02 Yes No No Yes Lack of diversity of land use. Lack of investment in land & buildings. Lack of opportunities for rural population to develop businesses. Lack of rural housing sites. Lack of rural land for sale or rent Yes Difficulty in locating agricultural land for sale/rent in area of concentrated estate ownership Not applicable East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6893188325 174219154 2018‐06‐03 23:43:35 2018‐06‐03 23:52:40 Yes No No Yes Much land around me is owned by land companies based in Guernsey, they do not care for the land and invasive species spread onto adjoining land. This land contains public rights of way which they 
close.  They allow walls and fencing to fall into disrepair, they have no contact with the land, much of which is ancient woodland and have bought it in anticipation of a price rise when the green belt 
status is removed.

Yes Public access rights being removed ‐ Japanese knotweed spreading into local community woodland  No the only way to contact the land owner is from an 
address on a planning application ‐ I wrote a letter ‐ 
they did not respond

West central Scotland (North 
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and East 
Renfrewshire, Glasgow, East and 
West Dunbartonshire,  North 
Ayrshire, Inverclyde)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6890651389 174219154 2018‐05‐30 18:42:28 2018‐05‐30 18:55:01 Yes Yes There is great confusion between concentrated ownership of area and concentrated ownership of economic benefit. Most of the land North of the Highland line is, by its very nature, very low productivity land, not capable of producing a living. The owners tend to have to inject funds 
continuously from activities elsewhere to carry on any sort of activity on the land itself (whether sporting or leisure). The farmland and the living space tends to be only at the bottom of the values. Concentrated ownership of this land would not be desirable but is not the case. The main 
advantage of concentrated ownership is an increase willingness to inject funds from outside.

Yes My family owned a sporting estate which provided employment, directly and indirectly for a number of people. It never made a 
financial surplus. I still own a farm and forestry of some 1,000 acre but it would not sustain more than a very modest living for one 
family. 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Don't Know If there was evidence of constraint on community development, then this would be a disadvantage. However, most landowners would be very pleased to facilitate economic development if the 
opportunity arose, both for altruistic and selfish reasons.

No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6885639700 171394175 2018‐05‐23 14:41:00 2018‐05‐23 15:07:42 Yes Yes Environmental ‐ owners of estates are able to invest into their estates to maintain their sustainability and ecological balance, for example deer control.  Economical ‐ owners of estates are able to bring in employment and contribute to communities as well as supporting local businesses in areas 
where inward investment and opportunity would otherwise be limited.  Public Benefits ‐ many areas of Scotland are remote and offer very little return to an owner. This usually requires a financial commitment with little chance of receiving a return. Owners of estates in these areas are able to 
invest and ensure that these beautiful areas remain as such. The public are able to benefit from this investment through rights to roam and simply just enjoying their beauty.    

Yes On a beautiful West Coast Highlands Estate in a remote area where employment and inward economic investment is minimal I am 
aware that the estate employs 3 people directly and also utilises local services where appropriate. They also take an active role with 
the community. I know that the owner loses substantial amounts each year to maintain the estate and employ its staff. For example 
the income from stalking and deer control does not nearly cover the wage bill, the house, vehicle and associated costs of the stalker. 
The estate are culling the deer at a substantial cost and so are providing a public benefit in maintaining biodiversity and an ecological 
balance.   The estate also maintains all the footpaths in an area which is very popular with walkers with several Munroes to climb.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes I am aware of another substantial estate owned by a wealthy family who have built a village hall and improved the local school 
facilities. They received no benefit themselves. However there are obvious benefits to the local community as well as general public 
benefits with the money that would have been required to carry out these jobs being able to be invested elsewhere. It is highly 
unlikely that such funds would be available should the estate be community owned or broken up.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6885574763 171394175 2018‐05‐23 13:36:52 2018‐05‐23 14:30:42 Yes No No Yes People have limited access to land, whether to buy or rent, and whether to use commercially or domestically. Limited access can be due to landowners not allowing sale or rental of their land, or due to 
landowners demanding a price that is not affordable for some people.

Yes This submission is about the problems of landownership being concentrated in a community landowner. I realise this may sound counterintuitive ‐ surely community landownership is a great step forward and represents landownership being owned by a whole community, 
and thus not concentrated at all? Maybe in some places. However, in my experience of one particular community landowner, the committee running the land have in recent years largely excluded people from living or working on the land, to the detriment of the wider 
community. The land is basically still being run as a large highland estate, with the only difference being that now it's a committee rather than a family in charge.    The purpose of this submission is thus simply to illustrate that concentration of control of land in the hands of 
a few can still be problematic even when it is a community landowner, and even when the few individuals which make the decisions are elected.    As a result, I now think that either a different model of community landownership needs to be developed, or that large areas of 
land should not be able to be owned and controlled by just one landowner at all. Perhaps there should be a size limit, or perhaps it should be mandatory that a certain percentage of land must be made available to individuals for rental or purchase in order to ensure that the 
land remains accessible. It should certainly be made easy to own land as a co‐operative as this would properly distribute control and decision‐making amongst members of the co‐operative, in a way which the current model of community ownership doesn't. There should 
probably also be a land tax that discourages large scale ownership and/or control of land.      Here are some details of my experience:    My partner and I lived in Lochinver on our boat for two years, on and off (2013‐2015) while attempting to find an affordable plot of land in 
Assynt in order to build a small home. Obviously, much of Assynt (44,000 acres) is now owned and controlled by the Assynt Foundation, so we thought there was a greater chance of land would be accessible and affordable and available than in areas of Scotland where 
private landownership predominates.    This was not the case. After registering on the electoral register and joining the Assynt Foundation, we made several requests and applications to the Assynt Foundation asking to buy or rent a small plot in order to build a small home. 
We were repeatedly refused, ignored, and/or messed around.     We found this extremely disappointing from a community landowner. We thought that perhaps it was because we were new to the area and that locals (defined here as people from the area or who had lived 
there some decent length of time) were easily able to rent or use land. And we thought it fair that they should get priority. However, having got to know quite a few locals there, we found that some of them had also tried to get land (e.g., for crofting) but had been unable to. 
Several people told us that it was easier to get a bit of land before the buyout, when the land was owned by the  , as they would sometimes sell a local person a plot of land at a reasonable price.     There was obviously a fair amount of local politics involved, with 
many people remarking on how the Assynt Foundation in recent years was controlled by newcomers to the area, who were perceived as running it in their own interests rather than those of the wider community. They felt alienated by this and so didn't stay/become involved. 
Others perceived it as a problem of 'death by committee' ‐ with too many people sharing decision‐making meaning no‐one was taking responsibility for decisions and nothing substantial was getting done.  In the words of one local man, "community landownership means 
nobody owns it."    Several people told us that while they had initially supported that community buyout, they no longer did.       Here are more specific details (if this helps to clarify the issue):     While the Assynt Foundation has renovated the Glen Canisp Lodge and built an 
arts centre, the main demand in the area seems to be for housing and croft land.    Some people have business premises on Assynt Foundation land (in the buildings around the Glen Canisp Lodge), and one or two local people who work for the Assynt Foundation are living 
on Assynt Foundation land. However, no‐one else has been able to make homes on Assynt Foundation land despite there being a demand for affordable housing for locals, and also a number of people across Scotland who are on a waiting list for a croft in Assynt. In ten 
years, the Assynt Foundation have not created any crofts.    The Assynt Foundation owns several houses, two of which are falling into disrepair. Apparently people (including us) have been making enquiries about accessing those houses for years, however no‐one has ever 
been allowed access to either.    One house ‐ Ledbeg House ‐ was sold off a few years ago by the Assynt Foundation to alleviate some of their debt. The local community was given first option to buy. However, this option was only advertised in an obscure, tiny ad in one of 
the local papers and no ad was placed on either their own noticeboard (outside Costcutters) or the main community noticeboard (in the local Spar shop). So most people didn't know about it. We made an offer, albeit a very low one, yet received no response at all from the 
Assynt Foundation. We later saw it advertised on the open market for a lower guide price than it had been offered to the community. It has since been sold yet over a year later was still empty and derelict.    

No We informally informed two people involved about 
some aspects of our difficulties. We perceived there to 
be no point in pursuing the issue further because 
those in charge were perfectly aware of our 
dissatisfaction and clearly didn't care.

Highlands a community land owner No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Other (please specify) Individual trying to buy or 
rent a plot of land in rural 
Scotland but unable to!

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6885472496 171394175 2018‐05‐23 11:02:23 2018‐05‐23 12:10:27 Yes Yes As a Community Council we have liaised closely with Reidhaven Estate on a number of local issues which, ultimately, were to the benefit of both the local community and the wider environs. At all times we have received support and encouragement from Reidhaven,‐. Yes As I stated previously we have always received support from Reidhaven Estate. To illustrate this point we have actively been 
supported by them with some local issues which could also have an impact on environmental issues. When we were considering our 
Local Action Plan the Chief Executive attended and contributed at our public meeting. We also receive a generous annual donation 
from the Estate.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Yes We are fortunate to have a local Estate which actively supports the community. However, we also have other Estate owners within our community area from whom we receive no support or 
communication and, l am sure, that this seeming disinterest/apathy is duplicated in other areas. I believe that this does illustrate the potential problems of concentrated land ownership. We have an 
Estate which is wholly supportive of the local community and one which, apparently has little or no interest in the community. I would consider that one of the advantages of this survey being 
conducted would be to remind Estate owners of their responsibilities to the local community. When you have direct experience of one Estate, Reidhaven, being actively involved and connected with the
community and another, Muckrach, seeming to have little or no interest this rather crystallizes one's thoughts. Perhaps the proposed report can contain some mandatory reminders to some of the 
large landowners.  

Yes Detailed in my previous answer. No Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Organisation Dulnain Bridge Community Council Representative of a 
community body or land 
owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6880901520 171394175 2018‐05‐17 17:46:06 2018‐05‐17 17:58:50 Yes Yes In the experience of my family over the last 300 years, we have built the built environment and local infrastructure were there was none before; we have provided employment and enhanced skill sets; we have reformed agriculture and invented the concept of security of tenure for farm and 
house tenants; we have planted millions of trees and protected the local environment; we have carried out demographic surveys to justify housing need in the local planning process.

Yes Concentrated land ownership allows the community at large to benefit from the decision making process which benefits the 
community in general rather than the privilege of a few.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No No The overall advantages outweigh any individual disadvantages. No Strongly disagree Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6880607811 171394175 2018‐05‐17 13:55:01 2018‐05‐17 13:59:21 Yes No No Yes Over development of land in Conservation Areas Yes Lack of consultation with village community over land use/development Yes North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a community land owner No Tend to agree Strongly agree Tend to disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6880577096 171394175 2018‐05‐17 13:24:50 2018‐05‐17 13:35:35 Yes No Yes North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes These is no consultation on planning, development or future of communities. Yes Every 5 years or so the local land owners apply for developments with no concern for the resident populations needs or views Yes Sympathetic ear, but no action North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Community Projects can be instantly 
blocked by land owner

Yes Nothing North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6880506349 171394175 2018‐05‐17 12:01:15 2018‐05‐17 12:07:25 Yes Yes Good husbandary of uneconomic land and social provision Yes As above Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Provision of employment, housing, and ecological benefits Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6880380310 171394175 2018‐05‐17 8:44:48 2018‐05‐17 9:02:55 Yes Yes Benefits can include a "standardised" level of management on a wider area, rather than a piecemeal approach where different orgainsations and / or individuals manage land in different ways, sometimes leading to conflict as a result of the way in which the land is managed.  This is a rather 
theoretical construct, but as long as a single owner has sustainability as an objective, both of the environment and in relation to the local community, then there should be benefits in having a single owner 

Yes A single large landowner in Central Scotland, near Stirling, is able to make a positive contribution to the local community in a number 
of ways, that may not happen were the estate divided into smaller parcels or ownership. This positive contribution includes managing 
a local nature reserve in conjunction with the local community, the provision of community funding through a renewable energy 
trust, the positive management of a large area of commercial woodland with good local access opportunities and local employment 
opportunities. The ethos of the management of the estate is to work alongside the local community and this is facilitated by being 
single ownership, because of a streamlined decision‐making process.

Central Scotland (Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and 
West Lothian)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes Again a theoretical idea, but where a single owner is not minded to manage land in conjunction with the local community and in a sustainable way, then there are obvious disadvantages. No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly agree Tend to disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6879489075 171394175 2018‐05‐16 15:49:10 2018‐05‐16 16:03:37 Yes Yes Injection of capital, more employment, sustainable businesses No No No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Representative of a 
community body or land 
owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6879444578 171394175 2018‐05‐16 15:20:42 2018‐05‐16 15:31:43 Yes Yes It leads to a Coherent land management stratergy Yes It enables the running of a coordinated land use and conservation stratergy. South east Scotland (Edinburgh, 
East and Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a private individual or 
business

A family Yes By cooperation it allows access for public use in training sport and education South east Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East and 
Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a charity A group of family members Don't Know No Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6879404558 171394175 2018‐05‐16 14:52:48 2018‐05‐16 15:59:18 Yes Yes As far as the environment is concerned, large scale land ownership has the benefit of making integrated land management much more achievable. For example if there is one owner of a moor a peatland restoration project will be much easier to manage and execute than if there are multiple 
ownerships. Rewilding projects require the management of wildlife, particularly deer , which are better managed at a landscape scale. Hard to achieve if land is divided  up into small ownerships . Commercial forestry has to be large scale . Large scale ownerships allow farming , forestry sport 
,recreation & conservation to be balanced and integrated to maximise benefits.  It is only economic to employ gamekeepers if shooting is conducted at a scale to justify the costs. This has a benefit for wildlife , the economy and helps to keep the local school open. Operating at scale often 
means a resident factor can be employed who may bring a wide range of expertise to areas where these skills maybe scarce. For some activities scale is required to make them economic. 

Yes Because we operate at a large scale we have been able to set aside significant areas of our farms and woodlands for conservation 
which have landscape scale effect. We can justify employing people with specialist skills in conservation, both wildlife and building, 
renewable energy and apply those skills over a wide area. This would not be economic at small scale. We can take on trainee 
gamekeepers, foresters and farm workers by engaging with colleges. We have made land available for playing fields, scout halls and 
community groups. We have gained considerable experience in converting redundant farm buildings to commercial use which is 
benefiting the local economy. We are establishing an Events business which will bring rural employment. Most of these things would 
be harder or in some cases impossible to achieve at small scale. Rather like eco systems, the larger the scale the more capable an 
ecosystem is to support large animals and a complex  variety of systems and wildlife.

South east Scotland (Edinburgh, 
East and Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a private individual or 
business

Yes When working in the Highlands I was involved in setting up a deer management group with other neighbouring estates. This 
improved the standard of deer management. It is hard to imagine rewilding occurring at little expense to the public purse as has 
occurred at Glenfeshie without large scale land ownership. 

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6879266959 171394175 2018‐05‐16 13:04:10 2018‐05‐16 13:34:21 Yes Yes The funds to manage the land, provision of housing and jobs. Most Highland Estates require 'outside money' to enable the losses to be met.   Economies of scale are often important. Working on the North West Coast of Scotland I see the struggles of small land units which can really only be 
viable agriculturally if working on a larger scale.  Some have adapted with Tourism. This is important for the individuals concerned but has had the effect of raising house prices, which effectively means locals, particularly the young, cannot afford to buy or rent.

Yes Large landowner providing village hall, school play ground, improved access paths and bothy, education opportunities to local 
schools, Community Benefit from Renewable Schemes. In one case the lease of a local river to the Community to build a Community 
Hydro Scheme.  Provision of Farm Tenancies  Provision of numerous residential units.  Provision of Commercial Premises  Job Share

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Community Owned Estate Yes Clear evidence that responsible landowners have embraced land reform and are influencing those landowners who are still 'behind 
the curve'  Important to influence Managers too, as they have the opportunity to run rural businesses for their employers in a 
collaborative manner, bringing wider benefits to the Community.  Management of the Deer Population has proved easier on a larger 
scale so that habitat and population modeling =can be agreed on a larger scale with SNH, ADMG and the Community

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Community Owned Estate ( Has struggled 
due to land of funds, but is getting there, 
thanks to large scale Native Woodland 
plantings and possible hydros)

Yes An owner that does not understand the responsibilities of land ownership. Yes Old school. Did not understand that 'no one one anything'. One is a tenant for life only.  Would not release land for Community use.  Managed to get them to change their mind by discussion. Positively born again !! Yes They had been badly advised.    They changed following 
open debate

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes A large area of land in a Group Crofting 
Ownership.  Poor Governance, no 
policy for the young, non acceptance 
of the Outdoor Access Code, and 
neglect of buildings and fixed 
equipment

Yes Ongoing attempts to help and 
advise. At present, outside 
views not welcomed.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to agree Tend to disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

of owners. 

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6878198797 171394175 2018‐05‐15 15:56:30 2018‐05‐15 16:17:35 Yes Yes It gives a cohesive approach to land management, rather than fragmetory allowing larger projects, that improve the environment, community, etc to benefit from economies of scale.  Benefits from knowledge of historical land use and sense of belonging for improvements to landscape and 
other changes  Availablity of affordable accommodation for peopel who work on the land so they and their families can live where they work, keeping remote communities viable and preventing houses becoming holiday homes and depopulation of remote areas.

Yes It is beneficial working with people who live (in estate owned houses) and work on the land.  They have a better understanding of all 
the dynamics that make the land/project work.  The estate building new houses to accommodate increases in staff number so new 
members of staff have accommodation.  Working with communities, locals and other local land workers to plant over 1500ha of 
native woodland in 3 areas over 10 years

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes There is a sense of ownership of the land also, where you work hard to benefit the land, even if it is only tenanted.  The estate 
contributes to community projects such as footpaths, village upkeep, bonfire celebrations, upkeep of vernacular buildings, keeping 
the village shop open.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No Lack of investment by absentee owners   No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6876234755 171394175 2018‐05‐14 8:24:51 2018‐05‐14 8:32:45 Yes Yes Large estates provide many jobs for local people ‐ if land were to be broken up, it sould be divided between those who have actual ties to it, not the highest bidder Yes Currently employed by a company with clos ties to a large estate Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes the estate I work with takes very good care of their land ‐‐ they are dedicated to the best practices and sustainiability.  Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes there is a hugh amount of wealth and money tied to the land. The same family benefit from this year on year. Those who work and live on the land see some trickle down, but the majority pf the money 
and wealth is kept by the single land owner. 

Yes whole towns and areas are dependant on the success and good management of the estate. IF something were to happen then many would suffer ‐ not sure if this is good or bad, it has two it's pros and cons too Not applicable Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Representative of a charitable 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6875360285 171394175 2018‐05‐12 10:17:18 2018‐05‐12 10:26:06 Yes Yes in remote rural areas with marginal land use it can help sustain jobs and livelihoods Yes it helps to sustain fragile communities with long‐term management that might otherwise not last. management of woodland and 
landscape that contributes to Scotland's beauty. 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Yes in an urban context or areas of high population concentrated landownership can hinder accessing to housing if a block to development No Tend to disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6874683271 171394175 2018‐05‐11 15:29:17 2018‐05‐11 15:43:30 Yes Yes Larger land owners are able to invest and are more likely to have a long term interest in the land.  There are economies of scale. A larger landholding is more likely to be commercially viable and also have diverse interests, making it more sustainable.  Personal experience suggests that larger 
landholdings employ more people and provide greater opportunities.  They are also better placed to offer housing opportunities which may include low cost housing.  Additionally, a larger landowner may be best placed to zone land for housing development and work in conjunction with 
developers to deliver much needed housing and commercial opportunities.  Much of the uplands and heather moorland in particular has low capital value and limited value for agriculture.  Therefore it is often only larger landholders who are willing to invest heavily in moors for sporting 
opportunities who can a) manage them and in turn deliver economic and social benefits, and b) provide to ancillary habitat and wildlife which comes hand‐in‐hand with active moorland management.

Yes I am employed by a large estate owner and therefore see all of the positive benefits of concentrated land ownership.  We are able to 
partner with others and particularly the community to offer a much wider range of benefits than the community or individuals could 
do on their own.  I see how investment can help employment and development and keep what otherwise would be a dwindling 
community alive and vibrant.  If the land were divided the level of wider benefits may not be developed with individuals looking after 
their own individual interests ‐ either out of personal interest or lack of means to do otherwise.

Highlands Other (please specify 
below)

Trust Yes An opportunity to keep the country a living, dynamic place, bringing in increased employment, providing homes and incomes, 
offering agricultural land to those who cannot afford to buy, development and an opportunity to 'partner' and therefore increase the 
level of benefits to all.

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

Other (please 
specify below)

Public body, private individual, Trusts No No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6863914197 171394175 2018‐05‐02 14:51:29 2018‐05‐02 15:14:26 Yes Yes The problem is that the answer to this question will be different in different parts of Scotland. Where a owner of a large area of land has the interests of the landscape and communities associated with it at heart then there can be real benefits. Environmental management on a larger scale that 
can be enabled because land is owned by one person or organisation, land can be made available for letting to enable farmers to develop their own business when they can't afford to buy land; owners of land can help make things happen for communities to, housing, allotments, community 
gardens etc. We should not ignore owners of large areas of land and buildings in cities too.

Yes A large area of land owned by an organisation has allowed for managed access over a large area of land, environmental management 
over a large area, both of which would probably not have happened in such a cohesive and comprehensive way with dispersed 
ownership; land also made available for a range of community uses

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a charity No Don't Know I don't think it is the scale of ownership that is necessarily the problem. Access to 2 acres of land, owned by someone, on the edge of a village may be more of an issues for a community than the 
1000s of other acres around a community. So much of this depends on the aspirations of a community. Where large areas of land are owned but then let out on farm tenancies what would be the 
benefit of splitting up the landholding. Would farmers have a right to buy, and thereby reduce the land available for letting; the community might then find that they have a number of different people 
to deal with over a range of issues which might make achieving them more difficult. I don't think the same approach can be applied in all areas of Scotland. East coast estates are largely made up of let 
farms and splitting them up would create more problems than it would solve. West coast estates are made up a large areas of rough grass, heather and bog and some forestry and are largely used for 
sporting and forestry. There may be parts of these western areas that could benefit the wider community but not much of it. What would be the point of splitting them up unless there really was an 
alternative use that could benefit the wider community; how would a community benefit from a large area of poor quality land?

No Strongly disagree Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Representative of a charitable 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

I am the founder o in the south of Scotland. Over the past decade I have been trying to develop outdoor recreation and tourism in Scotland's highest villages.    The sustainable development of the  has been 

systematically impinged by the refusal of the landowners to engage in a satisfactory way. Initially ignored, eventually told "Not interested", authorisation to set up a restricted facility was only won after a community-land buyout initiative was launched in L  It is 

fair to state that the landowners' initial resistant attitude towards th was the catalyst for the current buyout bids a     The following are the main issues that I was not expecting to experience from a land ownership perspective:     [1] 

Community disempowerment:  The power that large private landowners have over rural communities is often ignored or underestimated at best. Countless times I have been told by some of my fellow villagers that the would never be allowed to happen. In some 

cases, actions and remarks by estate representatives have been at odds with life in a 21st century western European nation. Demotivation, resignation, fatalism, lack of trust, dislike, has long been the norm in the scarce relations between the community and the landowner. 

Through different reasons, this has permeated into the relations between th and the landowner. It should not be underestimated the power, schemes, and obfuscation that some large landowners may use to retain control of multi-million land assets.    [2] Anti-

business environment:  Scotland's highest villages have long been deprived communities suffering from a legacy of underinvestment and neglect. From a personal perspective, I had expected to help reverse this through the job creation, business and social opportunities that a 

ould bring to the community. However, most of my time over the past years has not been invested in the development of the  but in the wider land reform and community activities that eventually gained limited advancement in the s  . The 

potential of the local area and th roject was quickly accepted by planners, investors, volunteers, and the community, but to my surprise not by the owner of the land itself. In hindsight, the past decade has been a rewarding altruistic cause for a community that me 

and my family love and are part of. On the other hand, the cost of opportunity has been heavy: had I chosen a different location for the development me and my family would have confidently enjoyed a more productive, comfortable and fun decade without the negative land 

issues experienced at   [3] Impact on family life:  Like in many other areas suffering from land monopoly, suitable housing for a large family in the local area is in very short supply and rarely anything becomes available. A new build would be required to 

accommodate our growing family, however the landowner was not willing to make land available at the time for the developer of th  The choice became to either leave the area, or to stay in the village but give up our dream to have a large family. It was a difficult 

conclusion but eventually it was decided to not have more children so that we could stay in the community that we love so much and keep our commitment to the  Many other local families are in the same -or worse- situation, so we have avoided 

talking publicly about it. However, the decision sometimes comes back to haunt us, particularly when the children ask about the little baby sister that will no longer arrive because we can not accommodate more children in this property. Suitable housing -space, light, privacy- 

is extremely important in people's life. With so much land in and around the village, the inability to acquire land for a growing family home has been unexpected and disappointing.

Regarding point [2]  The landowner allowed limited 
permission for a restricted development following the 

 community land buyout public meeting in 
However, no lease on the land has been 

obtained yet, therefore the  can not access 

public funding without a lease. Development on the 

has effectively halted since 2016.    Regarding point 

[3]  The landowner has recently offered to sell land in 

the C , which would require our family to 

move away from the community and the area where 

the  is to be developed. Following a recent 

meeting between the Land Commission and the 
landowner in spring 2018, a potential new offer of land 

has been received -this time in - within the 

boundaries of a Scheduled Monument protected area 

of national importance.

I will not be giving permission to 

publish my name with this submission 

for the simple reason that it will 

damage my business and livelihood. As 

an owner of a l   n  

am partly dependent on work from 

estate owners. In fact my association 

with certain environmental and 

political viewpoints has already 

severely impacted my business which 

significantly gains very little work from 

privately owned estates.   

The best cases in Scotland at present  are those represented by  those estates/managemenr units which are not necessarily 

following 'tradition' but are seeking specific management to defined ends. Thus: RSPB at Abernethy; some of the larger community 

forest acqusiitions under the National Forest Land Scheme (e.g. NW Mull) ; Royal Scottish Forestry Trust at Cashel (Loch 

Lomondside); Greenlaw Moor and  Langholm Newcastleton Hills SSSIs, and perhaps especially the private holdings of the 

at Glen Feshie and their Sutherland estates. The positive ecological management, employment, building restoration  and 

public access arrangements here are outstanding in Scotland and of long-term recovery/ benefit. I have had direct working 

experience of

Some large ares of management land are required also for 

adequate research - e.g. major NNRs etc. Rum, Cairngorms, Langholm-Newcastleton Hills, Glen Fehsie etc.

c

p

get priority

Shannon
Sticky Note
Marked set by Shannon



6861933987 171394175 2018‐05‐01 10:06:49 2018‐05‐01 10:10:24 Yes Don't know No Yes power to influence how the land is used which may not be in the community's interests or may be bad for the environment No Tend to agree Strongly agree Tend to agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6858823936 171394175 2018‐04‐28 18:31:16 2018‐04‐28 18:41:20 Yes Yes Prevents land being sold off, split up and eventually areas of land will be too small to farm, farmers will leave the business and the land will become dormant and unused.  Yes The whole area around me is owned by Crown Estates and as such the farms are rented out in sized areas. There's no competition 
from farmers to aquire more land. 

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a public body No Yes The people renting the farms tend not to look after the environment and livestock as much as a farmer who owns their land. There more disregard to taking care and looking after the place.  Yes The local farmer to me has no regard to the environment nor complying with regulations. They use plastic bale wrap that blows around the countryside, is buried in the ground, along with twine, feed bags and general rubbish. If a farmer owned the ground they would be more 
aware of looking after it. 

No Very abusive farmer.  North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a public body No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6857336847 171394175 2018‐04‐27 15:29:46 2018‐04‐27 16:50:37 Yes Yes There are benefits for the local economy. Concentration has developed where land quality is poor. It is difficult to make a living from agriculture in upland Scotland. The scale that concentration allows is key to overcoming this as is the ability for a larger business to diversify into other activities. 
All these provide employment both primary, for shepherds, keepers and foresters, and secondary to contractors, local tradesmen and businesses.  If you break the larger units up each of the smaller units created will struggle to remain profitable and employment opportunities will decline.  The 
withdrawal or reduction of agricultural subsidies over the next decade will almost certainly lead to more concentration as examples where this has happened elsewhere show that this tends to lead to fewer, larger farms.  Concentration also benefits the environment, particularly at a landscape 
scale. Landowners and managers have willingly taken on more and more conservation work over the years to the point that it is recognised that private keepered estates are the most effective deliverers of conservation improvements in upland Scotland and all with virtually no call on public 
funds.  Concentration has also allowed estates to be in the forefront of the provision of affordable rented property to local people. It is noticeable that cottages which are available for sale on the open market in much of upland Scotland and in particular in the National Parks, end up as holiday 
homes and effectively removed from the local market. A recent visit to the Outer Hebrides shows where this can lead. The village we stayed in had four cottages owned and lived in by local families and all the rest were holiday homes. 

Yes My positive experience is from our village. All the young working families with children in the local school are employed by the four 
local estates. All the rented cottages are provided at affordable rents by the estates. The privately owned houses and cottages are spli
50% lived in all year and 50% holiday homes. The continuation of sustainable working communities in upland Scotland depends on 
the concentration of land ownership and management. 

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes I am aware that land has been provided for  school outward bounds,sports facilities  and amenity by the local estates all of which 
enhances the area and it's attractions.

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private individual 
or business

Yes I see concentration as a positive factor in upland Scotland so difficult to argue the disadvantages. What I can see though is that this works best where both the community and land owners take a 
positive approach to each other and engage sympathetically. Where that does not happen it is easy to see that disadvantages might develop.  

No Tend to disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6847481304 171394175 2018‐04‐23 19:01:45 2018‐04‐23 19:10:19 Yes Yes The sheer amount of money that is pumped into local economies. Be it trades, garages, butchers, and a mirriad of other businesses that rely on the revenue from the land owners.  Yes It provides my family and I a living.  North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No No No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

Gamekeeper I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6846342944 171394175 2018‐04‐23 12:52:36 2018‐04‐23 12:57:56 Yes Yes Investment in poor land which would not happen if only poor land was owned. Yes Allows a balance to be created between various land uses (farming, forestry, property, sporting etc).  If less land owned, some land 
uses would prevail and others might be lost altogether.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Yes “Bad” land manager impact magnified No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6845268575 171394175 2018‐04‐22 21:55:26 2018‐04‐22 22:05:30 Yes Yes Economic stability, long term planning and job security Yes A good sustainable business that proveds secure employment and long term investment into infrastructure and property.   Good 
environmental stewardship.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Many examples of estates and land owners investing  in community engagement supporting communities and people beyond local 
authorities and council provision. Picking up services in rural communities when the Post office, shops and other services have been 
withdrawn.  

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private individual 
or business

No Some new owners can change employment and land usage, but new opportunities can emerge which can also be positive No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6844773136 171394175 2018‐04‐22 13:07:39 2018‐04‐22 13:26:12 Yes Don't know No Yes The ownership of any resource being concentrated will increase the price of that resource as it will decrease the supply of the resource. This is true of land resources in many communities in Scotland 
and contributes to the current ‘housing crisis ‘ as housing becomes increasingly less affordable in many communities. My understanding is that this is particularly acute in many rural communities. 
From a personal point of view I am interested in self building a house. In my community this would require having about £100k capital to buy a house plot with planning permission. This is simply 
impossible for many people, myself included. The concentrated pattern of landownership is one of the factors which contributes to this situation. I don’t think it’s unreasonable to aspire to self build 
in Scotland but this is an impossible dream for most people. This leaves our housing market largely dependent upon large volume house builders and this is unhealthy for communities in many ways.

Yes As per q7 Not applicable Highlands Other (please specify below) Everyone in Scotland is equally affected 
by un‐affordable land prices caused in 
part by the concentrated pattern of 
landownership in Scotland 

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6844034523 171394175 2018‐04‐21 18:43:54 2018‐04‐21 19:12:24 Yes Yes The benefits arise principally in those areas of hill or mountain where the land quality for agrarian industries is poor and where it is not suitable for industrial or residential building.  At its best this results in investment in economic activity, investment, job creation, housing construction and 
environmental programmes that would not occur without significant areas being under common ownership.  In a smaller number of cases, however, concentrated ownership has led to neglect and under‐investment.

Yes In the case referred to in 2000 the community had a declining population, a majority of houses occupied only part time or as holiday 
lets, only three FTE jobs.  As a result of investment of well over £10m on the Drimnin Estate farming has been expanded, a new 
tourism business has been established including holiday lets and a B&B, affordable rental houses have been constructed, disused 
houses and a chapel have been brought back into use, farming activity has been doubled, a new distillery has been constructed using 
local timber as its energy source, 100ha of woodland has been planted, extensive environmental programmes have been 
implemented, and local employment has been increased from 3 to 13 FTE with further increased anticipated.  Well over half of house 
are now occupied by permanent residents, and the community now has a thriving village hall with regular events.  

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes There has been a similar rejuvenation of the community o the east of the example above through private investment. Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes This occurs in cases where owners have failed to invest or to work with members of the local community and can result in a lack of economic activity, jobs, housing or vibrancy in he community. Yes Lack of investment, decaying buildings, few jobs, declining population. Yes Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6844020569 171394175 2018‐04‐21 18:29:03 2018‐04‐21 18:41:15 Yes Yes 1. Economies of scale.  2. Ability to afford a higher degree of professional management Yes As a visitor and observer to some large estates. East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No No No Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Member of family owning 
a small 420ha mixed 
estate

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6843631647 171394175 2018‐04‐21 11:40:31 2018‐04‐21 11:59:24 Yes Don't know We run a small remote restaurants and a lot of our guests are here to enjoy the vast uncluttered unfenced 'wilderness'  Yes Big national parks and estates owned by charities and to an extent private landowners make up a wonderful landscape for everybody 
to enjoy.

Highlands a mix of ownership makes up for the total 
experience

No Yes Our local estate employs a part time gillie and his wife. There is no real affordable housing to let or buy. There is no shop or school or young families in the area and we struggle to find enough staff. 
People have not a lot to say. It is the most beautiful spot on earth it should be brimming with life but it is not. A wealthy distant land owner, a handful of old crofters a lot of second home owners, 
some of them barely here and holiday lets.

Yes We lived and worked on a island owned  by the NTS, rented a business property and a private house of them. It is impossible, every time you try to communicate you hit a brick wall. We now rent a house and business of the council and have a lot less hassle but when we 
want to retire all the house prices and decrofted plots are geared towards second home owners and their London sized wallets, which makes it unobtainable for us to buy in the future.

Not applicable Highlands a charity No Tend to agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

owner of a small remote 
restaurant

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6842777000 171394175 2018‐04‐20 21:21:59 2018‐04‐20 21:30:21 Yes Yes I feel that if it’s owned by a charity, such as rspb, forestery, national trust, it’s to the benefit of the public. When it’s privatey owned it’s not in the interest of the public. Yes I love using the forests that are open to the public. They are a great place to take kids Highlands a charity No Yes When large areas of land are owned privately, it restricts the availability to families wanting to move to the country to start a farming life or even self sustainable life. It makes it rare for farms and land to 
come onto the market 

Yes As a family we have tried to build our own home in the local village and one farmer owns a large area of land. This land will never be available for new houses etc No Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Tend to agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6842760035 171394175 2018‐04‐20 21:13:52 2018‐04‐20 21:25:55 Yes No No Yes Majority of people will never get the opportunity to own land of their own or even their own home. Yes Have tried to purchase land a couple of times and had problems. Not applicable Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Communities ruined in the highlands 
by holiday home owners who think the 
area is their own private play ground 
and do not want locals living near 
them.

Not applicable Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6836277317 171394175 2018‐04‐18 16:58:53 2018‐04‐18 17:21:49 Yes Yes Employment, supporting local community through spend on trades and businesses. Land is managed within a legal framework of environmental, planning, forestry, access, land use etc legislation. Yes Local spend has revitalised villages and businesses; Employment created; Communities stabilised. Contribution to renewable energy 
provision.These are rural businesses.

a private individual or 
business

Combined with other local landowners Yes Most owners seek to preserve and improve their asset during their stewardship frequently through spending locally money 
generated elsewhere and ometimes generated from renewable energy projects.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Combined with other like minded local 
landowners

No No Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6829790216 171394175 2018‐04‐16 15:25:02 2018‐04‐16 16:39:36 Yes Yes Much of the land mass of the Scotland consists of land that is of low agricultural quality, as defined by SGRIPID criteria. It is often only possible to make a sustainable living from the land where there are the benefits of scale. Indeed, farms have been getting larger all over the UK for many years 
now as a result of the low profitability of agriculture. The debate about the scale of land holdings consistently ignores the value or productivity of Scotland's landholdings. It would not take many buildings in Edinburgh to buy a good sized country estate.   Landscape‐scale planning is made very 
considerably easier where land ownership is not split into many small holdings. This has very varied implications for deer‐management, infrastructure projects (powerlines/dualling of A Roads) forestry and environmental management to name a few.  

Yes Projects such as the new town at Tornagrain, near Inverness would be impossible without the long‐term vision of a land manager 
with sufficient size and diversified resources to bring it to fruition. Anyone who doubts the validity of this should visit and see how it 
puts to shame much of what has been built in Scotland  these past years.  Rothiemurchus estate is an excellent example of a large 
landowner providing a coherent branded package of activities across their landholding that attracts tens of thousands of tourists.  
What is important is not who owns the land, but how it is utilised. Public or community ownership can sometimes bring good 
management practice, but is also often inefficient and a waste of scarce public resources. On balance, the evidence overwhelmingly 
suggests that "good" private owners significantly outweigh those who generate a bad press.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Scotland's famous scenery is the result of stewardship by, amongst, many others, large landowners. There is always room for 
improvement as new knowledge becomes available but landowners are very often at the forefront of best practice. Organisations 
such as GWCT are able to provide top quality and peer‐reviewed environmental research thanks to the support and cooperation of 
Scotland's landowners

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No As above, what is important is usage not ownership. No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6821800009 171394175 2018‐04‐12 14:58:38 2018‐04‐12 16:21:32 Yes Yes 1. It makes it easier for the public, public agencies and other organisations (eg electricity transmission companies or Scottish Water) to know and identify who is the owner of a particular area of land and ensure management outcomes are in the public interest.  2. It is often more difficult for a 
large landholding to be able to 'hide' than a small organisation and hence bad practice can be more easily called out and addressed.  3. Larger land units make land use planning at a landscape scale easier as there are fewer individuals to be co‐ordinated ‐ for example deer management.  4. Larger 
land units are more likely to have greater capacity for professional management due to economies of scale. This increases the chances of the delivery of good practice which is usually in the public interest.  5. Other economies of scale exist and are often beneficial for improved management ‐ fo
example more economically efficient production of food or timber due to greater land areas covered. Efficient production of such primary products is one of the most important delivery objectives of government and may become even more important after Brexit.  6. In areas of poorer quality 
land, large management units are sometimes essential to obtain efficiencies in order to deliver the best land management. Even 20,000 acres of high hill ground may be insufficient in some upland environments to provide for one farming family leaving sufficent annual income to pay for the 
obligations of managing such an area (for example, deer management, track, including core path, management, fencing etc).  7. Fewer, larger landholdings results in competition for ownership which can result in better funded individuals being able to acquire land with greater ability to invest in 
the locality.  8. Larger landholdings frequently let out a lot of their land making it more accessible to individuals of lesser wealth. Reducing the average size of land‐holdings is likely to result in more owner‐occupation with the resulting risk that fewer people with access to wealth will be able to 
participate in land management.  

Yes 1. More co‐ordinated land management resulting in better control of deer management from a small number of larger landholdings‐ 
resulting in successful and early conclusion of a s.7 control agreement.  2. A large landownership having the means through 
economies of scale to contribute positively to the local community and economy (including provision of public hall, bowling green 
and pipe band hall all at peppercorn rents and at no cost to the public purse and provision of land for golf course and land for 
affordable housing).  3. Large landholding helping access groups (such as Duke of Edinburgh Award hikers) with their route and 
camping planning, and wider walking groups through provision of way‐marked walking routes, through ranger service which is 
provided at no cost to the public purse.  4. Large landholding reducing the contact points for Scottish Hydro‐Electric to undertake a 
large electricity line refurbishment project, making this process more efficient for the contractors.  5. Large landholding engaging a 
professional manager who is available to engage directly with the local community (including attendance at local community council 
meetings so that any potential land management issues can be discussed and addressed).  6. A group of six large estates in the 
Cairngorms engaging with the Cairngorms National Park Authority to co‐ordinate management together at a landscape scale 
(approximately 40% of the National Park area) ‐ if there were say 100 landowners over the same area such a project would be 
logistically impossible.  7. Large estate with professional management providing complex training regime for staff  8. Large estate with 
over 30 leases providing the opportunity for a large number of individuals, who may not otherwise be able to afford to buy the same 
land, to be actively involved with management of the estate.  9. Large estate incorporating over 13,000 acres woodland enabling long‐
term co‐ordination of planning of woodland corridors, areas of shelter for wildlife and path networks.  10. Large estate providing 
approximately 80 houses in a remote locality, the vast majority at below affordable rents.  11. Large estate having the resources 
through economies of scale to privately fund a detailed engineering study of natural flood management options over an catchment 
of 49 square miles under one ownership with a view to mitigating long term flood risks to communities downstream.  12. Large estate
being able through economies of scale and size of employment base to co‐ordinate extensive staff training systems at scale and with 
professional management advisers.  13. Large estate having the economies of scale to enable delivery of environmental, economic 
and community objectives collectively (in a way which smaller ownership units may not be able to achieve).  

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Large estate in the Highlands enabling large scale charity running/cycle event over a long distance with only one land owner for the 
organisers to deal with and employees of the land owner assisting with the running of the event (this being enabled by the economy 
of scale of the land unit).

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6813317053 171394175 2018‐04‐09 16:32:37 2018‐04‐09 16:48:04 Yes Yes There are examples where a holistic approach can be taken to the areas of land/community which need supporting and those that do not on a wider scale. This can prove fairer than a peacemeal all for ones own benefit approach Yes The estate owner I worked for was very willing to contribute financially to community projects where there were minimal other funds 
available

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes The investment that some private owners have made into the rural employment and building fabric of rural Scotland is astonishing. 
Without their interest spawned by larger areas of ownership, they would not be prepared to make these investments which directly 
support fragile rural economies. 

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Interest in land is something that holds young people in rural communities. I am a personal example of this by being a 1991 Act tenant farmers daughter. I do not think concentrated landownership 
has diminished opportunities for young people to have an interest in land, but instead the changes to land tenure brought in by the SNP which have damaged landowners willingness to let land out. 

Yes As a Land Agent I see the day to day rural depopulation of young people and I think that the greater availability of land would decrease this. It is not landowners fault they have become reluctant to let land but the political pressure on land reform which has made any sensible 
landowner very cautious indeed. 

Yes Landowners want to let land, they do not wish to take 
on the management responsibilities involved in farming 
land in hand, but they have been forced into this 
position by the political agenda.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Other (please specify) Tenant Farmer and Land 
Manager

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6812576364 171394175 2018‐04‐09 11:56:42 2018‐04‐09 12:07:54 Yes Yes Land is best managed for the long‐term so that environmental benefits can be maximised and public access managed in a way that does not damage the environment.  All this requires investment of money and expertise which a landowner, with other resources, can often provide ‐ particularly 
where the land itself is not very productive.

Yes improved fencing and drainage and proper management of trees West central Scotland (North 
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and East 
Renfrewshire, Glasgow, East and 
West Dunbartonshire,  North 
Ayrshire, Inverclyde)

a private individual or 
business

No Don't Know No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Organisation Mains Estates Limited Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6811453808 171394175 2018‐04‐08 18:59:34 2018‐04‐19 8:12:18 Yes Yes There are large tracts of Scotland where there is very little income derived from owning the land. The large units have an advantage of economy of scale. A reasonable number of these units are owned by wealthy individuals who are happy to "subsidise" these units from income generated 
elsewhere. They also provide employment to local people to manage the land. This in turn helps ensure local communities survive and local services are retained like primary schools, shops and post offices. Without these many rural areas would experience further loss of populate. 

Yes My great grandfather took the tenancy of a farm from the local landowner who has a large estate with many let farms. He did not hav
the capital to buy land then (accepted there wouldn't be much for sale in 1895), but like many others, this gave him the chance to get 
a foot on the farming ladder. This still holds true today as then in that without the large estates letting land new entrants have little 
chance of getting a start. 

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes The large landowning units often employ a number of gamekeepers/stalkers who keep the foxes and crows under control. This is a 
huge benefit to the ground nesting birds that are declining or have disappeared over large tracts of the country. Looking at friends 
who own their farms having had the chance to buy when their estate sold their farms to them.  There is now no one controlling these 
predators as they either have no interest in doing so, or can't afford afford to employ anyone. These farms now have no lapwings, 
curlews etc. While accepting a big factor in the decline of these birds has been changing farming practices, the units that still have 
decent numbers are often keepered and the aforementioned predators controlled. 

South west Scotland 
(South Lanarkshire, 
South and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual 
or business

Yes As there is a small number of land owners controlling large areas of ground, these landowners become easy targets for any perceived imbalances in the wealth distribution in this country. What is often 
overlooked is the wealth and employment they create to other people and businesses often in remote and fragile areas. 

No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Other (please specify) Originally a tenant farmer, 
but now owner as estate 
gave me a chance to buy.

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6808736495 171394175 2018‐04‐06 17:57:35 2018‐04‐06 18:18:33 Yes Yes Moorland needs joined‐up thinking on its management, which committees, pressure‐groups and even councils are not best placed to give it.  I am referring to the recent case in Yorkshire for this, where shooting was stopped and the future of the management appears to be going down a hole.  
Similarly, there are already Grazings Committees and Right‐to‐Buy so other land around rural townships is usually best conserved by one interest.  Opening it up to factional management will jeopardise its future, irreversibly.  To say that use is not in "community interest" is not something that 
is ever applied to urban areas so, why are rural dwellers suddenly accorded this right ?  Under ECHR, owners cannot be disenfranchised of property unless Scotland is to be bought at market value from them all, which is taking the point to a ridiculously uneconomic extent.

Yes I see it in conservation and in keeping Planning on sites which are crucial to tourism, which is one of Scotland's greater GDP 
equivalent earners, at a managed level.  If all land were up for grabs both aspects would quickly be ruined in my own experience.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No No I don't believe in changing the status quo unless there is something better in mind already, as Pandora's Box can never be re‐closed.  To cast about for reasons to open it, based on a political bias and 
without already having something in mind, I foresee as leading only to the ruination of much of Scotland's natural beauty and a huge adverse impact on its tourism business.

No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6808373941 171394175 2018‐04‐06 15:41:21 2018‐04‐06 18:07:30 Yes Don't know In some areas of Scotland ‐ Sutherland for example, the amount of land owned by one organisation or individual is not the same as one person owning more productive land in Aberdeenshire, for example. We need to produce more of our own food and it is how the land is managed that is 
important, rather than who owners it.

Yes My experience is of a large farmer using his land to produce oil from rape seed, organic produce from arable land and milk from a 
large dairy herd.  The acreage is about 1500 acres, so whether you consider this a large concentration, I am not sure.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes A large farmer/landowner producing excellent soft fruit, a visitor centre and Resturant providing an excellent example of very good 
Scottish produce. Very popular with locals and visitors. 

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private individual 
or business

Don't Know It depends on how the land is managed, how many local people are employed and how innovative the landowner is. No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to disagree Individual Representative of a 
community body or land 
owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6808254339 171394175 2018‐04‐06 14:58:34 2018‐04‐06 15:18:54 Yes Yes Ardtornish estate is large by most standards, though in the main it is poor‐quality land. The size and therefore value of the land‐holding has allowed the owners to borrow substantial amounts of money which have been invested successfully in the business. This in turn has resulted in total 
investment, funded by both borrowing and the returns on investment funded by borrowing, of an eight‐figure sum over the last five years in one of the remotest areas of Scotland. This would not have been possible without the collateral of the 14,000‐ha estate. 

Yes Large‐scale investment in a remote and economically‐marginal area Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes A larger land‐holding is more likely to have more diverse sources of income, and the ability to operate a wider range of enterprises ‐ 
not all of which are likely to be profitable or even viable at any one time, but which together can sustain a business.

Orkney Islands a private individual 
or business

Yes Monopoly or oligopoly land ownership can reduce diversity of uses, prevent development, stifle house‐building, etc. Much depends on the motivations of the landowners and managers. Yes As above No I did not have contact with the owner/manager North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Organisation Ardtornish Estate Company Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6806835681 171394175 2018‐04‐05 22:48:48 2018‐04‐05 23:28:40 Yes Yes Protection of property rights (allowing business, investment confidence)   Individuals are more empathetic, less beurocratic than land‐owning organisations. Individuals can thus be very popular and efficient  Aids societal cohesion of countryside, traditions. Individuals can be stalwarts of the 
community.   The alternative, governmental land redistribution,  has a terrible track record.  Such individuals have greater capacity for reinvestment in the land through buildings, businesses etc... Whereas small landowners do not have this money and organisations are beurocratic and 
inefficient

Yes Observation of "Laird" reinvesting in multiple local projects.  Observing same individual participating in community events.  Central Scotland (Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and 
West Lothian)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes It makes some envious and vindictive  Yes Governmental calls for populist measures to utilise this emotion often occur, even though it is against both UNHCR human rights and effective economic practice Not applicable Central Scotland (Stirling and 
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk and West 
Lothian)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6806144728 171394175 2018‐04‐05 18:22:04 2018‐04‐05 18:30:25 Yes Yes Opportunity to benefit from a holistic approach which better serves the community, providing a more joined up approach than if there were multiple landowners seeking only to further their own interests. Helps to provide more jobs and boosts the rural economy Yes Aware of a landlord of a small South Lanarkshire Estate who provides residential accommodation to over 20 properties. A joined up 
approach and engagement with the residents has enabled a number of community heating schemes to be  installed providing the 
tenants with an improved and cheaper supply of heating whilst also providing work to local contractors during the installation and 
for ongoing maintenance. If each property had been individually owned this approach would not have been possible.

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes Can create monopolies which are bad for the local economy. Specially the case where landowners do not wish to engage with local communities. No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6805529547 171394175 2018‐04‐05 14:56:35 2018‐04‐05 15:18:32 Yes Yes Local Employment/ tourism enterprises being started up/ energy for the grid from renewable energy schemes  Yes I have visited many tourism sites etc Highlands a private individual or 
business

No No Nothing i can think of No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Anon N/A Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6802104110 171394175 2018‐04‐04 10:06:01 2018‐04‐04 10:15:33 Yes No The land owners can benefit from the taxes of others.  They are able to obtain grant funding, which if they are rich enought to own the land they should be able to sustain it without grant funding Yes No Positives, only stress and dissapointment South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes The onerous timescales it takes to get things done.  The lack of comminication,  when it does not suit them they delay or do not respond to correspondence.  Threated with distain, why should we do 
this when they can do it better and never do.

No Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly agree Organisation Wanlockhead Village Council Other (please specify) Committee member of 
Wanlockhead Village 
Council

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6800705650 171394175 2018‐04‐03 19:31:16 2018‐04‐03 19:53:34 Yes No No Yes The area has become depopulated as a result of several farms being bought up and left vacant by an absentee landlord.   The school bus has been replaced by a school car. Hospital beds are being 
closed.  Rural primary schools will presumably soon amalgamate due to lack of pupils  Gates have now been padlocked  No local labour needed  Farm manager brought in from England with local 
qualified candidates available  No in‐put into the local community  Green permanent pasture now largely under bracken or planted  Farm houses lieing empty

Yes Locked gates  Abusive behaviour by owner's farm manager  Inconsiderate use of single track roads  Application for purchase of ungrazed hill to make own neighbouring unit viable turned down by absentee landlord. The hill has now been planted and we are selling up as we 
are unable to make a living out of our current holding.  

No Informed NFU of blocked access.  The only access we 
have to the land owner is through a solicitor

Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6798447016 171394175 2018‐04‐02 23:22:02 2018‐04‐03 0:07:33 Yes Yes In many parts of Scotland the land is limited in use, quite poor in terms of agricultural use or limited by terrain as to what can be done with it. So in many cases it takes a huge acreage to become self‐sufficient never mind profitable.    Additionally, I have found in so many cases across Scotland 
that these large landowners pay back tenfold into their communities. I have seen landowners clearing snowy roads before the council can get there, gritting pavements, reducing rents to give a struggling family a break, investing financially into the local wildlife including screened viewing areas of 
badger setts for local school children, encouraging and facilitating countryside access to locals including cross country races for children to encourage active lifestyles, reduced commercial rents (£1/annum!) for art charities and local fund raising enterprises such as thrift shops and corner 
shops,...the list is endless!    Finally, in Scotland many of these larger parcels of land come with larger properties which are a heavy financial millstone around the landowners' necks. These properties are an amazing part of our Scottish history and it is important that they be preserved. In many 
cases, this is a mission of love for the families living there and they choose to keep these places running rather than have nice clothes/cars/holidays for themselves. With basic running costs well into five figure sums it is hardly surprising that it takes a large acreage of land to support them. And 
whilst some of these houses are kept rather private, there are hundreds where access is mad available to the house or gardens which contributes heavily to the community and to the employment/tourism/entertainment opportunities in the area.

Yes At Kincardine Castle in Aberdeenshire, I have enjoyed the open days, rally driving events, charity evenings, pop up cafes, etc made 
available by the family who own the estate. Their management of this large estate has allowed them to maintain the castle as the 
valuable local asset which it is. And their wonderful attitude has made their ownership of Kincardine estate a wonderful asset to the 
area.    Similarly Monymusk estate supports local school children by providing nature viewing facilities and encouraging cross country 
running across the estate for these school children by assisting with trail planning and access to various gates/routes. Monymusk 
estate also rents commercial buildings to community projects for nominal costs (e.g. £1/annum!) which has resulted in a successful 
platform for local artists/crafters for over 30years and a vibrant community store which has raised >£100,000 for local causes such 
as play areas, the village hall and the church roof.    Estates in the Cairngorms and the West Highlands have supported paths/bridges, 
toilet/washing facilities  and bothies/other shelter for kayakers/walkers/cyclists which I have gladly made free use of.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes I have walked and kayaked extensively throughout Aberdeenshire, the Cairngorms, the Highlands and the West Coast. Wherever I go I 
find enterprises by local landowners that benefit nature and access to our amazing landscape. Enjoying the hares/waders/birds of 
prey/deer supported by grouse and stalking estates has been my privilege. These landowners have maintained a use of the land which
supports and nourishes our native wildlife and the vistas we all enjoy. Whilst I have also enjoyed exposure to smaller scale 
landowners such as crofters, it is my experience that these smaller packages of land do not allow the same support of ecosystems or 
access that larger landowners are able to facilitate.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No In theory one bad landowner might affect whole communities...however, this is not what I have come across in all of the land I have accessed throughout Scotland. No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6798422839 171394175 2018‐04‐02 23:07:47 2018‐04‐02 23:21:08 Yes Yes Large parcels of land can be better managed as one whole piece rather than split up into smaller parcels which may be unable to invest in improving the land Yes Pitmain Estate in Kingussie. Current landowners are investing in the estate, providing full‐time employment for five gamekeepers and 
investing in renewable energy (hydro) which had been defunct on this estate.  

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Very many "new" landowners are capital wealthy foreigners who are willing to invest considerable sums to improve Scottish Sporting 
Estates in many different forms... wildlife conservation; natural/native woodland regeneration; renewable energy etc. 

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No Yes Only where a single focus was the main aspiration of the landowner... Yes Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to disagree Strongly agree Tend to disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6797860468 171394175 2018‐04‐02 18:59:52 2018‐04‐02 19:35:40 Yes Yes In areas of relatively low productivity, large single landholdings are to some extent inevitable. They ensure that economies of scale are achieved in the various land management activities that are undertaken there such as upland sheep farming, forestry and sporting and electricity generation. If 
these areas are broken up, these benefits will be lost. 

Yes I manage a large forestry estate in SW Scotland owned by a single family. The relatively 'new' estate combined a number of commercial 
forest properties within the same vicinity previously managed remotely by contract managers, based in Cumbria, Dumfries, and 
Ayrshire. Not one manager lived within 35 miles of the properties. Since the properties were joined through ownership, the necessary 
critical mass was achieved to first employ an estate manager in 2009. Continued expansion and investment has seen the staff grow 
to seven direct with about the same number contracting on a regular basis, all are based within 10 miles of the main landholding. This
is an extremely fragile rural economy with very limited employment opportunities, the company pays well and looks after their staff 
extremely well. I can think of two similar businesses in the area, whose main aim alongside making a profit, is providing stable rural 
employment.     

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Numerous experiences in my professional life have led me to the conclusion that well funded private companies/individuals are in 
general much better placed to manage land, particularly in the uplands where opportunities to make a profit are fewer and land based
skills more fragile. Of course there are examples of bad practice by large landowners, but again my experience tells me that they 
generally don't last long before the estate is sold or broken up anyway.     I firmly believe it is NOT the role of government to interfere 
with private landholding. How big is too big? Are large Agri‐businesses in the lowlands being treated to the same level of scrutiny or is
this reserved solely for 'landed' families and wealthy individuals?

South west Scotland 
(South Lanarkshire, 
South and East Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual 
or business

Yes It attracts the attention of urban politicians keen to capitalise on the perceived grievances of their core voters. Yes Endless surveys and 'consultations' which are really nothing of the sort, they are used as a vehicle to achieve a political goal which will be seen through regardless of their outcomes/recommendations by a government which is not listening.  Yes South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes I worked for the single largest 
landholder in Scotland for 7 years and 
saw year on year a reduction in 
resources, staff and a complete lack of 
investment. The consequences of this 
were a steady exodus of staff, 
plummeting morale and an 
organisation falling further and further 
behind its competitors. The 
organisation? The government's very 
own Forestry Commission Scotland.     
Government has a fairly abysmal track 
record of land management in the 
recent past, trying to be all things to all 
people. 

Yes South west 
Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, 
South and East 
Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a public body Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Organisation CKSC Ltd. Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6797613002 171394175 2018‐04‐02 17:17:11 2018‐04‐02 17:34:55 Yes Yes Large pieces of land can be managed in a less commercial, less intensive, more natural way. Landowners are easily identifiable and engaged with. Large landowners tend to make more use of professional advice and experience than small ones, and are better capitalised to invest in the rural 
economy. 

Yes Extensive cycle networks on Forestry Commission land; extensive path networks, mowed paths on river banks, landscaped walks on 
private Estates and NTS ground. 

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

Other (please specify 
below)

Charities, private individuals and public 
bodies. 

Yes I doubt that you would be able to walk through unspoiled, natural woods without interpretation panels, tea shops, graded paths and 
chargeable parking etc. other than on large private Estates. 

East central Scotland 
(Fife, Dundee, Perth and 
Kinross, Angus)

a private individual 
or business

Yes Land owned by conservation charities is under‐used and commercially unproductive. As they ar the biggest buyers of land at present this must be an area of concern.  Yes Many public bodies communicate in a very high‐handed way with local communities, and many conservation charities are dismissive of the needs of the local human population.  Yes I got a dismissive answer that didn’t answer the 
question. 

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a public body No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Individual I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6797413486 171394175 2018‐04‐02 15:56:51 2018‐04‐02 16:28:06 Yes Yes Such ownership provides benefits to the environment, the local economy and communities through their significant investment made which provides employment within areas where there are little in the way of other employment. This in turn supports the local communities and other local 
businesses. 

Yes I have been employed both full‐time and seasonally by land owners and so have members of my family on sporting estates. The 
careful management of uplands and other rural parts of Scotland for shooting protects and enhances the unique heather uplands 
and its native grouse, and  brings wider environmental benefits to many other species of flora and fauna.  Guests come from around 
the world to partake bringing filling hotels and restaurants through a quiet period of trading for many.  

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes A group of us lease the shooting rights from a significant landowner and work with them to protect farm animals and crops from 
pest species and also to boost the number of native Grey Partridges on the estate. It gives us (mostly working class) people the 
opportunity to carry on our sport. 

North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other (please specify) Leaseholder and person 
seasonally employed by 
landowner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6797188048 171394175 2018‐04‐02 14:17:15 2018‐04‐02 14:37:39 Yes No Yes Letting on short term agreements but do nothing to improve or better the land. Management of land has  gone down at an alarming 
rate in the past 20 years, detrimental to the actual land.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No No Very small number of people can own vast areas of land and do very little for the local community. Sheep have been removed from hills and glens. Yes Treat tenants as peasants and unless a tenant has a secure lease they are forced to leave even though they have been there for 50+ years. Yes It was the land owners representative who instigated 
this.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Estates will not do any repairs to 
buildings etc. Tenant is expected to do 
it all and then the estate claims it.

Yes The usual reply for a request 
to repair or replace items is " 
We have no money"

North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6797046667 171394175 2018‐04‐02 12:48:39 2018‐04‐02 13:28:26 Yes Yes Employment. Employing individuals in perminant land management positions rather than consultant, contractor positions.  Yes Winning the Golden Plover award for land management. Multiple businesss all based on the estate employing many local people. 
Securing Gaelic language and culture by creating Sabhal mor ostaig Gaelic college, now one of the largest employers on the island. 
Encouraging vacant crofts to be taken by young local people. 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Through my career as a Gamekeeper Stalker I have experienced many privately owned land holdings benefiting the local economy 
through employment. Many of these estates employ traditionally land management to there land, sport, forestry, crofting and 
farming, along with other business interest this has a massive knock on effect to the wider community enabling other local 
businesses to flourish.

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes Charitable conservation land holdings tend to want to keep the landscape in a “wilderness” type effect, this brings very little in the way of local employment and can have adverse effects on the 
landscape itself, ie, lack of management.  Equally Department owned land (Scottish Government) does not create any local employment and very little environmental benefit.

Yes Department owned land (Scottish Government) is very degraded in terms of environmental diversity. There is no local employment either in the landscape. Deer are managed poorly as is land management in general, there is no figure head managing the estate collectively, 
instead allowing an almost free for all style of land management. Tourism is also a huge problem, many sites people want to visit are on department land and are being degraded massively, yet where is the department as the owner managing these sites.i have lived on 
Department owned estates, the sporting rights are leased out, often to syndicates from a far, there are no woodland schemes, unless an individual or common grazing show an interest in creating one. It seems the department are trying to gift these land holdings to as many 
communitie groups as possible, this is all well and good but what was one estate could be broken up to many community groups all trying to access the same funding pot.

No It’s not just the department you would have to talk to, 
you would now have to tackle many community groups 
and common grazings to discuss these issues. Again, 
no single figure head taking the lead.

Highlands Other (please specify below) Department (Scottish Government) No Strongly disagree Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6797045679 171394175 2018‐04‐02 12:48:15 2018‐04‐02 12:54:03 Yes Yes You only have to challenge one person if things go wrong, land in Scotland is of very low quality and needs to managed in large areas to get any benefit Yes We own land ourselves and know the difficulty in running any part of it that has broken away. We are also involved in starting a trail 
and where it is most difficult to get landowners to agree to styles etc is where it is most broken up. 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No No If you have a problem landowner that is a difficulty, however you are only dealing with one, not hundreds Yes Yes Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6797036304 171394175 2018‐04‐02 12:39:51 2018‐04‐02 13:00:46 Yes Yes Unique environments are maintained and managed correctly. Permanent and seasonal employment benefits local communities. Land that is well managed increases tourist interest, therefore local ancillary businesses gain extra income eg. B&B's, Hotels, garages etc. Yes Various seasonal work, Handling and working dogs on grouse moors. Being allowed to introduce visitors and their dogs to areas of 
land they wouldn't normally see or work in.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No No No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Tend to disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6795131144 171394175 2018‐03‐31 12:51:30 2018‐03‐31 13:57:43 Yes Yes This cannot be a YES/ No answer because there are two issues that I have experienced.  One is positive; the other is more common and highlights the negative issues of large scale land ownership.    The positive examples are where the owner is actively involved in the management and long term 
sustainability and planning of the 'business'.  In these cases the owner is usually resident on the estate or has employed a resident full‐time estate manager to ensure that agriculture, forestry and other interests are properly managed.     The problems occur where the management has been 
passed to an outside agency.  In these cases these agencies have no long term vested interest in how the land, and the business is made sustainable or how it engaging with the local community.    Where the management of an estate is transferred to a management company, long term 
environmental and economic sustainability cease to be priority and are replaced with targets that are concentrate on short term gains that seldom create long term employment or new business opportunities  

Yes My son and I own and manage a forestry, harvesting and extraction business. We are forestry contractors and we use large 
mechanical machinery to cut and extract the timber.  We employ ten people. We have practical experience of working on a wide 
variety of private estates.    There are some really good managed estates where we can cooperate with the Estate owner or the Estate 
manager to ensure that any work, takes into consideration environmental, health and safety or other problems.  Forestry harvesting 
or extraction can cause considerable disruption to the local community, wildlife etc.  Dealing with a professional manager who has a 
long term vested interest in the estate means that long term sensitive issues are taken into consideration prior to starting any forestry
harvesting.  We also find it easier to do our work if there is someone who knows the history of the estate and can therefore fore warn 
us of possible problems.  This approach to good estate management contrasts with other jobs where the criteria of the management 
company is simply how quickly can you do the job and how cheap will it be?  On these jobs the contractor are seldom given any 
historical information or details about wildlife, environment or possible unknown hazards e.g. drainage underground water pipes 
electrical cables etc.  If and when things go wrong the management companies will refuse to accept any responsibility and as a result 
the contractor is forced to solve problems as quickly and cheaply as possible.  Needless to say, under these circumstances long term 
sustainability, wildlife, environment or health and safety will not be priorities when finding a solution.  Over the years I have seen 
some terrible environmental damage done by contractors that did jobs quickly and cheaply.  What I could never understand is why 
the owners of the estates would allow this.  My conclusions were that the owners did not know or they did not care.  In some cases 
the estate was owned by a family Trust and no one know who the owners were or where they even lived.   In other cases the owners 
were not known other than some company name registered outside Scotland.    

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes See question 5 Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes As described in question 5, the problem is how the land and crops are managed.  If the owner(s) have no practical knowledge and pass that responsibility to an outside agency then no one has a vested 
interest in the long term sustainability of the land or the people.  Commercial Forestry and tourism are important long term businesses that can benefit rural and remote areas of Scotland but they do 
not develop by ignoring them.  They both have to be encouraged and if this is done properly, they will help to create local employment and a long term sustainable environment.  If private estates do 
not operate as part of a community that is driven by long term goals then Scotland’s rural and remote areas will never attain a sustainable future. 

Yes   Passing the management of estates to a management company based somewhere outside the area also has a problem for local businesses especially if they rely on access to the land or they get some of their income from these estates.  A local business can easily become 
blacklisted if they step out of line or they do not comply with the dictates of the local representative of the management company.  This can have a devastating effect on a small business.    I have worked and lived all my life in rural communities. Over that time I have seen 
children grow into adults and leave because there are no jobs. Opportunities are therefore limited and without the cooperation of the management of private Estates, developing new businesses becomes very difficult.  What is sometimes forgotten is that these private estate
are part of our communities.  With their cooperation we have a chance to improve our lives, without their cooperation we are nothing more than small hamlets in a vast desert of nothing.      

Not applicable Owners not known.  Only contact is usually a local 
lawyer 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6793580857 171394175 2018‐03‐30 13:35:48 2018‐03‐30 13:39:00 Yes Yes No No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6792646972 171394175 2018‐03‐29 22:27:51 2018‐03‐29 23:00:40 Yes Yes Work for local people  Control of the environment   Yes Worked on rented farm on which several locals were employed & hill ground was maintained & enhanced by controlled grazing Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

Have also experience in the running of the 
Glendale estate

Yes No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to agree Tend to disagree Organisation Glendale estate management committee Representative of a 
community body or land 
owner

!st ever crofter takeover 
of an Estate still unique

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6792607091 171394175 2018‐03‐29 22:06:21 2018‐03‐29 22:29:20 Yes No No Yes Obviously, if a minority of people own the majority of the land ‐ that is, something of value ‐ it benefits them to the disadvantage of other people. However, the control over how that land is used is 
more important in relation to environment, economy, community, and to how these relate to each other. The disadvantage of having a small number of people of having control of a large area of land is 
that decisions about that land will be based on the interests of the minority. In Scotland, there are limits to the extent of control that these parties have, but they are not extensive enough that they 
lead to benefits to the majority.

Yes Concentrated land ownership and control leads to a focus on a small number of interests or activities, which relate to what the controlling party has interest or experience of. In the majority of Scotland, this is management for deer stalking, specifically for shooting high 
numbers of stags. This single issue means that hugely elevated deer numbers affect the majority of the Scottish highlands negatively, to the loss of current and future generations. There are other similar issues, but in terms of magnitude and urgency, this is the single most 
important one

Yes Inform, yes. But what's the point when they don't 
listen?

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Destruction of the natural 
environment, failure to heed concerns 
about environmental impacts of 
management, failure to allow sale of 
land for housing or business, ongoing 
denial of the facts.

Yes Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6791399035 171394175 2018‐03‐29 14:07:49 2018‐03‐29 14:13:21 Yes Yes Where negotiations are required dealing with a small number of individuals could be easier that the alternative case No Yes For example, if there is a strong community desire or a cycle path to run inside a farmer's field, one or two landowners can block any possibility of this happening Yes As above ‐ a cycle path joining communities crosses two farms. One farmer will not even acknowledge attempts to communicate with him Not applicable We tried to East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Individual Other (please specify) Elected Representative  I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6789939644 171394175 2018‐03‐28 21:39:04 2018‐03‐28 22:31:33 Yes No None that smaller scale ownership cannot achieve. Yes There is no positive. I do not believe that any benefit large scale ownership has is more positive than small scale ownership. Small 
scale encourages more investment. I have personally been limited to developing my business due to a large scale land owner.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes Personally, I am a tenant on a large estate. I have tried to rent more land, but as I am a secure tenant, any land that becomes available gets offered to tenants already on a limited type of tenancy or in 
some cases taken back in hand. I have seen many examples of this tactic.   By being on a secure tenancy, the estate, by not offering any land that is available to me or others in similar circumstances, 
restrict expansion and therefore suffocate our businesses.   By being restricted to too small a unit, many tenants around here have second jobs to make ends meet. Some Landlords restrict 
diversification opportunities forcing tenants to quit.   By being small scale, it is very difficult to gain the necessary points to enter in to Agri Environment schemes as there is not the range of habitats 
over a small area to get the funding. This further inhibits income to the average tenant farmer.  Some estates do very little to the farmhouse which leaves the tenant farmer living in sub standard 
housing.   A more diverse ownership of land and a limit on the amount of land an individual could own (to a size where an individual can make a good standard of living) would allow more businesses 
to thrive, boosting the rural economy and the country as a whole. This would in turn increase employment and make food production more local and appreciated.  The current system of area payments 
is a grotesque misuse of public money by rewarding large landowners for producing very little, simply lining their pockets. Funding the few, not the many.  The economy is being bled dry by large 
landowners as they (in my opinion) disproportionately claim public funding to renovate their houses where an individual does not have the time or resources (money or professional advisors) to apply 
for the funding from the public purse. The rich get richer.

Yes As previously, my business is being restricted by the limited opportunities in the area due to the control by a number of large landowners in the area, not just the estate we are tenants on.  Landlords obligations to maintain fixed equipment they have supplied are only 
repaired at a push and only after pursuing them. This takes months. When a young family are in a house that is barely fit for habitation, it is not acceptable to have to wait to get repairs done to make the house wind and watertight. Living in damp conditions is detrimental to 
everyone’s health. These are seen as tactics to force a tenant to quit, allowing the landlord to gain vacant possession. The list of negative experiences are too many to list.

Yes We have had to pursue repairs, which take months to 
get done.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes The local community could be better 
involved if there was a more diverse 
pattern of land ownership. Large scale 
ownership does not provide good 
value for public money. Restrictions to 
development by a landlord stifles 
community spirit. 

No Not worth the recriminations 
in my vulnerable position.

North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6788382392 171394175 2018‐03‐28 11:29:03 2018‐03‐28 11:41:56 Yes No Only in terms of environmental stewardship in cases where larger pockets of land are owned by Conservation & Ecology Agencies. No Yes Some people who might be keen to experience farming, growing crops, keeping animals or interested in managing land for safeguarding nature and wildlife are not able to access or own land. Yes I'd argue against much of the Solway Coast being owned by the MOD as having had environmental impacts that have been detrimental to our coastline. I'd also argue against vast swathes of landownership by agencies such as the forestry and gentry for their persistence in 
monocultures that are restricting our potential native biodiversity. 

Yes South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

Yes Poor waste management and 
environmental stewardship by 
Dumfries and Galloway Council with 
their persistence in cutting grass on 
community green spaces without 
adequate litter picking prior to cutting. 
This is just adding to the dispersal of 
plastics and other harmful materials 
entering our waterways.

Yes South west 
Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, 
South and East 
Ayrshire, 
Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a public body D&G Council Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6788324803 171394175 2018‐03‐28 10:53:02 2018‐03‐28 10:57:26 Yes Yes Ownership of smaller pockets of land would render many improvements uneconomic or unaffordable Yes Landlord able to afford improvements to land and properties because of spread cost and risk across more than one area/property North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes Perception of unfairness.  Potential for bad practice but this could be overcome by regulating practices rather than land ownership No Tend to disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6788240621 171394175 2018‐03‐28 9:55:32 2018‐03‐28 10:12:52 Yes No No Yes Landowners have complete control of housing, farm tenancies, land management practices. people can lose their houses and tenancies at a moments notice and despite new landlord obligations, there
is no sign that landlords of this type are looking after tenants or improving properties to an acceptable standard. Large areas of land are being mismanaged, damaging ecosystems, biodiversity and 
wildlife, as well as creating difficulties for recreation and local users.

Yes The Cabrach Estate (c 40,000 acres) has fewer than 30 people living on it. The estate has some 70 houses and farms on it, but only around 10 of these properties remain habitable, many have been deliberately made uninhabitable, others have been allowed to slowly get to a 
place where nobody would wish to live in them.  The land is poorly managed, damaged roadside fences mean that there is little deer and stock control and sometimes this is dangerous, There are also many places where trees have fallen across tracks, paths and in some cases 
roads and are never cleared. Local people out walking have been told to leave despite having every right to be in the area. In well known case a few years ago, the community applied to purchase a half acre of land from the estate to enlarge the graveyard at the local church ‐ the 
request was turned down. The Landlord has no interaction with local community and as a wealthy powerful man is widely feared. Raptor persecution has been an issue on the land many times, I had occasion to report concerns over pine Martens and hen harriers in the area 
to snh, rspb and the wildlife crimes officer.

Yes Over a year ago i contacted the landowner requesting a 
meeting but only received a reply from his PA saying 
that he/she would make the arrangements for when he 
was in the area. This never happened, the landowner 
only makes a couple of short visits to the area a couple 
of times a year.

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

The Cabrach Estate No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree s Organisation The Cabrach Trust Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

Development Trust I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6788143457 171394175 2018‐03‐28 8:44:10 2018‐03‐28 8:58:29 Yes Don't know If the landowner has conservation or regeneration as a priority then this is a significant benefit. Unfortunately this is not the case with regards to the myriad estates which are devoid of wildlife ‐ jobs which exist to perpetuate this are not a benefit. Yes I walk in many NNRs and SSI sites, majority owned by SNH, SWT and JMT. All of which are great for wildlife and the surrounding 
communities. For this purpose I will select the Clyde Valley Woodlands NNR.

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

Other (please specify 
below)

Part SLC, part SNH, part SWT No Yes Invariably land managed by estates is barren, devoid of wildlife other than grouse and ground nesting birds. Anything else has been eradicated. Tunnel traps with mashed ermine certainly don't help. 
This is of limited benefit to the local economy ‐ while there are a small number of jobs involved in perpetuating this, there are many places which suffer far fewer visitors because of the environment. As 
highlighted by New Scientist recently, Scotland is being used as an example internationally of institutionalised wildlife crime. 

Yes Barren moorland, unnaturally managed into a habitat for one species. Tunnel traps out in the open next to public paths. No wildlife to be seen. Signs disregarding public rights, informing me to keep my dog on a lead (of course I will not, I will keep her under control, as the law 
states).  This extends to every experience of walking on estate land, predominantly in the Cairngorms.

No Rather pointless informing the estate that I disagree 
with their entire philosophy.

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

Current employee of a 
rural organisation, 
formerly of major tenant 
on land in highlands

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6788101286 171394175 2018‐03‐28 8:09:54 2018‐03‐28 8:24:47 Yes No No Yes Concentration of ownership and/or use creates barriers to innovation and alternate enterprise. Control means power and that power is rigidly enforced locking out new ideas, alternate use and wider 
economic and social participation, particularly from the younger members of the surrounding population. 

Yes Inability to develop a small business due to restrictions placed on the land by the landowner, an absentee ably supported by their locally based yes men.  Yes The land owner simply does not want any form of 
development to happen which is not directly controlled 
by the estate and which benefits the estate alone. My 
business struggled on for a few years but due to ever 
increasing input costs ‐ due to a lack of infrastructure 
and space to expand ‐ I gave up in 2012. The landowner 
has died since and I may try again to relocate the 
business but I am not hopeful. 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes As a community representative I 
worked with local groups to try to 
provide a small playing field for the 
local primary school. Our efforts were 
constantly thwarted by the landowner 
raising spurious points and just plain 
refusing to release the land for the 
purpose 

Yes Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6787400325 171394175 2018‐03‐27 23:36:57 2018‐03‐27 23:47:50 Yes Yes More effective management of land in a consistent manner directed towards a specific goal or strategy. No Yes Unsympathetic and unsustainable practices not regulated, inconsiderate behaviour and outcomes for the local community, neglect of land, no management and concomitant reduction in asset value, 
overstocking of deer and grouse to increase land value, absence of animal welfare management, destruction of raptors

Yes RSPB at Forsinard in Sutherland. The third largest land owner in Scotland I understand, neglected local residents wishes and failed to meaningfully engage with the local and wider community. Displayed an arrogance that would be condemned in a private land owner. Felt that 
they were untouchable as a charity and they knew best. Built unsympathetic structures and destroyed peatlands. 

Yes The RSPB are well aware of local feeling. Highlands a charity No Tend to agree Strongly agree Tend to agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6787372626 171394175 2018‐03‐27 23:23:34 2018‐03‐27 23:28:23 Yes Don't know They would probably be more likely to employ several/many people No Yes Less access to new farmers and opportunities to diverse uses for the land No Tend to agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6787340225 171394175 2018‐03‐27 23:08:39 2018‐03‐27 23:28:18 Yes No Limited benefits in most situations and dependent on the attitude of the individual.  Unfortunately change of landowner especially to next generation can bring about change of management ‐ good or bad! No Yes Large scale landownership can stifle local communities and deprive businesses of opportunities such as restricting land sales and in effect becoming a private planning authority Yes Live in an area of land ownership monopoly where landowner has restricted availability of land and often discourages new businesses.  Next door village in an area of diversified ownership and marked difference on prosperity and attitude Often landowner is asset rich an 
cash poor and unable to maintain estates in good heart while being reluctant to realise sell off bits of estate to invest in another.  Advent of renewable energy projects has been saviour of many landowners in the Highlands, but is this a short term fix?

Yes Attitude of must pass on estate intact to next 
generation come what may.  Fortunately next 
generation is taking a more pragmatic approach and 
loosening grip on assets

Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Other (please specify) Ex tenant and now owner 
occupier farmer

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6787257120 171394175 2018‐03‐27 21:26:43 2018‐03‐27 23:09:47 Yes No No Yes Land owned by a few landowners becomes a commodity to be used and exploited, which is seldom, if ever, for the benefit of the community. Not being answerable to others can result in heavy handed
management practices without the need for consultation and often involving a lack of transparency.  Individuals in rural communities, often with leases and obligations to the landowner are not free to 
express their opinions or lack of input on matters that will directly affect the place where they live.  This creates an atmosphere of reliance that has long since been usurped by a more fair and 
democratic method of guardianship and shared ownership in which communities can work together for the common good rather than one individual who assumes a 'right' over all assets, land, mineral 
rights, property etc.

Yes Personally I have experienced intimidation, lack of interaction with representatives concerning particular issues and problems. An aggressive and blatant disregard for the wishes of the community concerning income generating plans that would impact adversely many 
peoples lives.

Yes On some matters only as there is little point in engaging 
when there is no respect and could incur more punitive 
responses, and generally in the form of community 
action which has at times been vocal but always with 
trepidation of reprecussions on a personal level.

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree _ Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6787161105 171394175 2018‐03‐27 21:54:59 2018‐03‐27 22:12:24 Yes Yes Where owner is committed to community or environmental benefit, and not solely driven by personal needs and profit motive above all else, a partnership can be established. Yes Examples of community access to land and employment opportunities for local residents Vs labour from elsewhere.  Positive 
discrimination in favour of local suppliers.

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Development and leasing of land for community or private companies usage e.g. workshops, activity centres, accommodation 
provision.

Highlands a public body Yes Opposite of advantages by restricting access,  changing usage and terms of tenancy with no warning  are specific cases of disadvantage. Yes A client operating a small adventure tourism operation had access to land used for years terminated.  Another client identified operational failings with previous tenant on safety of activities on landm. Rather than allow new client to set correct system and process they were 
told to desist which made viability based on their tender questionable.

Yes Rep did not assist and insisted that client desist. Highlands a public body No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6784094576 171394175 2018‐03‐26 21:32:00 2018‐03‐26 21:56:07 Yes Yes Stability ‐ estate policy is known so the prospect of less uncertainty. More controlled planning policy ‐ less requirement to get a number of owners to act together. More efficient. All this depends on an estate working with the community. Yes As a child and young adult I lived on an estate where the owner employed managers to implement programs which benefited the 
estate and also those who worked and lived there.

West central Scotland (North 
Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire and East 
Renfrewshire, Glasgow, East and 
West Dunbartonshire,  North 
Ayrshire, Inverclyde)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes The owner, if not interested or antagonistic, can block all activity on an estate where landlord approval is needed. Employment opportunities can be blighted and return to the community and 
environment minimised.

Yes I am a crofting tenant with a landlord who rarely visits his property. The estate no longer employs anyone other than a cleaner of a holiday house on change over days. Sporting activity is now minimal. Letters and emails are unanswered. Proposals to use common grazing for 
schemes requiring landlord permission are ignored or in the past refused. Progress is at a standstill. Worries about what will happen in the future if we are to rely on agri environmental schemes to earn subsidy if we cannot get permission to implement them.

Yes Still being ignored Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am also involved 
professionally in property 
and am the daughter of 
an estate factor now 
deceased.

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6783609651 171394175 2018‐03‐26 18:32:29 2018‐03‐26 18:59:35 Yes Yes Continuity, direction, economies of scale, experience Yes Landscape scale tree planting initiatives on private land eg rhidorroch and Ullapool hill, strathvaich estate, little assynt Estate.     Jobs 
for life on traditionally run estates eg the one I grew up on workers got rent free accommodation until death or infirmity, current 
workers here since 1983 and 1990. Community models tend to have project based jobs with a two year contract which is 
understandable given the nature of funding, but traditional estates with resident landlords tend to have long term jobs on offer.     
Estates with resident landlords are linked well with community. I think about where I grew up again the three estates on the north 
shore of Lochbroom had resident families and still do. This allows for greater community integration and a better knowledge of local 
sensitivities 

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Economies of scale. Eg year round jobs sept to Feb at woodland and deer management, March to sept livestock management eg 
lambing calving. Estates here talk to one another. They share labour and machines to try and help each other and are part of a close 
knit community.    The estates donate meat to save our seniors, pipe band raffles, burgers to fundraising events etc     With individual 
ownership there is less red tape to make things happen. Eg the local high school is doing a ww1 commemoration in May. One estate 
donated a field, others donated materials and this was done relatively quickly eg did not have to go to lengthy board approval or be 
minutes/ assessed.    There is a deep sense of responsibility felt by estate owners who own land in the area which I live in to provide 
community benefit

Highlands a private individual 
or business

Yes Foreign investors who view land as a tax saving commodity or a remote hideaway for holidays. It’s not just land there are also many communities on the west coast blighted by people who buy second 
homes as an investment and sometimes they may buy many houses.

Yes Absentee landlords can not communicate with resident landlords. They use factors or stalkers as reps.  No It seems a bit inflammatory to criticise the way they run 
their business

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes Not applicable Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly disagree Tend to agree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6783323800 171394175 2018‐03‐26 16:54:07 2018‐03‐26 17:04:47 Yes Yes One contact can be a benefit to speeding up decision making processes.   Yes In relation to an energy project ‐ a decision was made quickly as communication was only required with one person  North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes The action of one can negatively impact on many with regards environment, socially and economically. The people impacted often do not have the resources to influence this impact. Yes I have experienced intimidation by landowners when trying to access ground for recreational purposes.    I have witness situations of tenants living in substandard conditions and unable to improve their properties due to restrictions imposed by landlords.  No I was not in a position that I felt comfortable to raise 
my concerns

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6782769106 171394175 2018‐03‐26 13:39:51 2018‐03‐26 13:45:25 Yes Yes Long term planning ability, good policies being implemented over a larger area.  Yes Drummond Estate in Perthshire, they give out local trade contracts one of which my extended family have held for many years, and 
the conservation policies they have for all of the buildings, are designed to preserve the traditional methods of the buildings. 

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Yes Monopolies, poor practices. Restrictions to land.  No Tend to agree Strongly agree Tend to agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6781489616 171394175 2018‐03‐25 18:04:42 2018‐03‐25 18:32:01 Yes No None ‐ except for the actual landowners greed being satisfied ‐ ie none No Yes Yes

down.  
See above answer.  We were evicted ‐ my children were one, eight and eleven. They lost their home and school friends. We had to move to a one bedroom flat before finding social housing ‐ and we had to leave the area. There are sheep in the cottage now and the ceilings are Yes South east Scotland (Edinburgh, 

East and Mid‐Lothian, Scottish 
Borders)

a private individual or 
business

Yes See above Yes They didn’t care at all. South east 
Scotland 
(Edinburgh, East 
and Mid‐Lothian, 
Scottish Borders)

a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6780428892 171394175 2018‐03‐24 17:39:40 2018‐03‐24 17:47:18 Yes Don't know It really depends on the landowner. In my experience the landowner employs contractors from out with the local area and contributes very little to the community. There are 2 full time workers and one part time worker on an estate of about 20,000 acres No Yes Lack of community control of the land they live in.  Very defined class distinction.   Land going to waste. Yes I live on the estate Yes Landowner not interested as only here 5 weeks a year  Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Tend to agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6780334190 171394175 2018‐03‐24 16:18:28 2018‐03‐24 17:03:05 Yes No No Yes In my local area I know of an absentee landowner who never comes to the area, and whose land does not contribute to the community socially, economically or environmentally at all.   The Forestry is a 
huge landowner in our area, and although that isn't an individual, the community is not impressed with them either as they only employ one person locally (the stalker), and they don't maintain many 
paths for walkers in the area.   Another landowner is a regular visitor (although not living on the estate) but has very little feeling on wishes of the community. With grant money he built some 
affordable houses, but they were empty for years because he didn't want to rent them out to anyone who wasn't working on his estate.   The biggest landowner in the area is probably the best in 
employment, housing, and contributions to the community. However, the community has no say in the management of the land.  The biggest issue with private landowners (and the forestry is off the 
hook on this one) is that they feel that their value of the land is linked to the amount of deer on the land. However, deer (and sheep, but I leave sheep out of this because the number of sheep have 
gone down in the last 10 years while the number of deer has exponentially grown in the last 50 years or so) have a huge impact on the biodiversity of the land, especially native woodlands. The 
landowners then get grants for fencing native woodlands, which means limited access and the chance for wildlife corridors development. Also, they often don't actually remove the deer after fencing, 
which means that the result is that all native woodlands in the area is under threat.   I feel strongly that we need to connect people with the land they live on, and this isn't possible in huge privately 
owned estates. 

Yes For work I needed to find a house for a new employee. I contacted one of the estates who I knew had an empty affordable house (paid for by a government grant), and he wouldn't rent it out to my colleague. His argument was that it was for local people, but his concept of 
locality didn't reach beyond his own borders, which basically meant that he got a grant to built a house for his own workers. 

No I felt it was useless arguing with him.  Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes My husband is a keen runner. There are
not many circular long distance routes 
in the area. He did a 10k run which he 
has done many times. In the last mile 
of the run he was planning to run over 
some duck boards that connects two 
paths. Without any notification they 
were gone, and my husband was 
suddenly knee deep in peat. 

Yes We contacted the Community 
Council who contacted the 
landowner. I assume they told 
our story. 

Highlands a public body Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6779364444 171394175 2018‐03‐23 22:39:38 2018‐03‐23 22:47:19 Yes Yes Keeps rentable rural properties available. Ensuing houses are lived in and not just holiday homes. Providing jobs in remote rural areas. Yes I rent a fabulous house in a remote rural area at an affordable rent. North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Land owner rents housing at affordable rents and provides employment North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and 
Moray)

a private individual 
or business

No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6779295277 171394175 2018‐03‐23 22:01:52 2018‐03‐23 22:14:47 Yes No No Yes Disinterested uninformed owners tend to devolve land management decisions to the big estate mgmt companies, who cream off plenty of fees from the subsidies but aren't really accountable to 
anyone. 

Yes Surrounded by FCS state forest but unable to get firewood, lumber or venison...  Yes Insurmountable bureaucracy Highlands a public body And a large private estate >30000 ha No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6778830182 171394175 2018‐03‐23 18:41:23 2018‐03‐23 18:58:24 Yes Yes Ability to provide a sense of community through offering let properties and land.   The Scottish landscape which attracts tourism is based around its historic ownership structure rather than being fragmented. Yes I enjoy going on walks and other sporting events and find the structure of the countryside very appealing which is mainly due to 
cohesive management of large sections

North east Scotland (Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshire and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

No No No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6778457834 171394175 2018‐03‐23 16:28:39 2018‐03‐23 16:39:31 Yes No Benefits to the land owner in terms of subsidies, income, inheritance, grants, land value appreciation. To anyone else, minimal employment and housing opportunities No Yes No possibility to acquire land for housing or other community enterprise Yes The community needs more houses so we need land, the land owners are reluctant to offer even a small amount of land for this. The land they own is not used except by deer and other target animals No The owners concerned do not live on their estates, their
representatives only have their masters interests at 
heart

Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6778454962 171394175 2018‐03‐23 16:27:27 2018‐03‐23 16:56:10 Yes No (Other than to the large land owners who benefit from a monopoly position) No Yes A lack of innovation and accountability. Yes The commercial forestry sector is dominated by large funds for HNW individuals and is largely tax driven. This results in a simplistic approach without diversity and limited innovation. It also makes it difficult for others to compete for land purchases. The result for the 
industry is a concentration of risk in a single tree species. Fine for the investors who are able to diversify their investments but not great for the forestry industry, particularly as the potential for a tree based bioeconomy develops. 

Not applicable a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Tend to agree Strongly agree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6778413174 171394175 2018‐03‐23 16:13:33 2018‐03‐23 16:28:53 Yes Yes it CAN have benefits if the landowner is willing to financially invest in the land in a way which makes it accessible and useful to the many.  They MAY be able to invest the sort of funds that would be otherwise unavailable No Yes Too many to list but the headlines are:   lack off access to land by communities for housing, amenities, social activities etc.    1 person (or small number of people) having complete control over an area 
and all the people that live there  1 person (or a small number of people) having great influence over local authorities and the way that the place develops.  1 person (or small number of people) being 
employer and landlord etc to a community, therefore controlling every aspect of their lives and the wider community  The landowners are often very wealthy and can develop whatever services/ assets 
they wish on the land without consulting the communities that live there.  This can also hinder the communities own efforts to develop community owned / community accessible assets and services

Yes As above No The landowners are absentee.  Local people who work 
for and represent them are either very defensive or 
would not pass comments on.  In speaking out against 
landowners where they own the place you live, you risk 
isolating yourself from the rest of the community ‐ 
many of whom work for the landowner or live in  their 
houses.  

Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No No As above Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6778147791 171394175 2018‐03‐23 14:41:48 2018‐03‐23 14:52:40 Yes Yes Deer management  Renewable energy  Large scale housing development  Peatland restoration  Hill sheep farming  Forestry  Integrated land management  Long distance paths   Yes Are 5 and 8 asking the same thing? Can deliver all public benefits set out earlier.  East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

Question 6 and 7 will not allow me to select 
more than 1 answer. Benefits experienced all 
over rural Scotland, owned by various 
entities. 

No Yes In a small number of cases problems can occur. For example if the owner chooses to leave properties empty it can reduce supply in the area. The advantages and responsible owners far outweigh these 
scenarios though. I don't think the owners have 'control'. There are so many restrictions and permissions ‐ it is far from the owner having total control. 

No Strongly disagree Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6777806138 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:57:58 2018‐03‐23 12:32:35 Yes Yes Economies of scale. A great deal of land in Scotland is very poor and in a business sense it can only efficiently be used when a party as a reasonable area of it to work with. This assists with agriculture and deer management which leads to employment and in turn supports local communities.  
Through the creation of core paths and other public benefits it is easier for local communities to liaise with one or a few bodies rather than multiples which aids the improvements/developments actually taking place. 

Yes Landowners are often very generous through supporting local communities, be it through charitable donations, leasing of halls at 
peppercorn or zero rent and leasing of broadband mast sites rent free for the benefit to local communities. These landowners often 
want to utilise the land/Estate as best they can and inject great investment into the countryside which creates employment for trades 
people as well as employees. These Estates are generally loss making and if these individuals did not invest their own money in, it is 
likely that nobody would to the same degree. Large tracks of land can also be designated for environmental benefits which would be 
far harder with multiple ownerships as each owner would have their own agendas. This is the case with deer management groups 
where they are made up of generally large landowners. It is easier to orchestrate plans with everybody on the whole contributing and 
the red plus sika deer herds are managed affectively. In contrast, on lower lying land across Scotland where there are generally 
multiple landowners the roe deer population is booming and there is a lack of collectiveness to control these species.

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

a private individual or 
business

No Don't Know As with the nature of mankind there are always people who are selfish and are detrimental to society and this will be the same with some landowners, but in my experience this is minimal. These people 
will not liaise with communities and be barriers to improvements/developments. 

No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6777586031 171394175 2018‐03‐23 9:20:19 2018‐03‐23 15:14:45 Yes Yes The benefits of land being held in greater holdings is substantial. It provides economies of scale which provides employment from farm workers, foresters to gamekeepers ect. All of which couldn't be justified in smaller landholdings. Providing a hub and community bonding agent especially in 
remoter areas. This is particularly important in rural areas as it provides a community identity and touching on economies in remote areas haulage ect can kill an enterprise unless there is scale to justify them.   Larger land holdings provide holistic land management with greater flexibility to adap
to changes. This thereby prevents little areas of land which cannot financially support anyone and breaks up the functioning of the local environment which is better managed under one ownership. 

Yes It provides management experience, staff and equipment which if far more beneficial in terms of  finance, environment and socially 
than having lots of separate owners. Socially having a team is much healthier and sustainable than a 'one man band.'  I have worked 
on large private estates and farms and they are far more productive and there is a better 'buzz' with the team than on smaller units. 

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Concentrated ownership provided employment, housing, holistic management of sporting/forestry/farming and greater 
environmental benefits. There is also greater financial stability/profitability which is achieved on larger units which is vital in rural 
areas and from which all the other benefits rely on.

East central Scotland 
(Fife, Dundee, Perth and 
Kinross, Angus)

a private individual 
or business

No The only minor disadvantage is if the owner doesn't drive a productive and positive business it can have a larger. However this is extremely rare, totally outweighed by the surrounding benefits and is 
hugely limited due to the regulations imposed in all areas of life. There are no material disadvantages of concentrated land ownership.

No Strongly disagree Tend to disagree Strongly disagree Individual Other interested member of 
the public

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6776808647 171394175 2018‐03‐22 23:10:57 2018‐03‐22 23:20:31 Yes No No Yes Lack of biodiversity. Lack of economic stimulus. Lack of community influence in large areas of land mass. Lack of strategic planning available to Scottish Gov't. Lack of transparent ownership hindering 
development policies. Infrastructure investment curtailed due to many of the aforementioned issues.

Yes Not willing to expand on personal experience. Not applicable No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree Individual I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

No

6776773996 171394175 2018‐03‐22 22:54:06 2018‐03‐22 23:07:49 Yes Yes Travel to western Ireland for an example of similar ground with multiple ownerships, the place looks like a haphazard disaster, 70’s bungalows scattered throughout, no wild land left. Yes Wealthy owners employing huge amounts of staff, buildings restored, wild land preserved, the authentic Scottish landscape depends 
on a few people owning large amounts of land. And here’s the best part‐ it costs the taxpayer NOTHING!

Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes The basic principle is thus; much of the western Highlands is entirely unproductive, without either large taxpayer subsidised funding 
or wealthy private individuals, there would be no population.  Herein I return to my original point, why charge the taxpayer to 
subsidise the rural community when a wealthy individual or business can do it anyway?

Highlands a private individual 
or business

No None, it’s a no brainer‐ the govt is in massive debt, the deficit is enormous, let’s not play Stalinist games for self aggrandisement, keep Scotland beautiful. Yes Imbecile MSP’s with no real world experience carp on about it for their own petty games, it’s rather frustrating. Not applicable Highlands a private individual or 
business

No Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Strongly disagree Individual Private land owner or 
representative of a private 
land owner

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6776301288 171394175 2018‐03‐22 19:45:43 2018‐03‐22 19:58:15 Yes No Struggling to think of a single benefit! Yes There is no positive. Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Yes Where to start!  Depopulation  Communities not having space to grow and develop.  Lack of decent employment opportunities  Lack of decent housing  Negative impact on community development.  
Restrictions on community owned charities due to lack of land resource.

Yes It took us 15 years to purchase a piece of land for community ownership. In that time we have missed out on serious community development monies. Yes Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

Yes Landowners of ‘sporting’ estates 
manipulating our environment for their 
own gain.  

Not applicable Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Strongly agree Tend to disagree Strongly agree Individual Resident of a community 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

6775097595 171394175 2018‐03‐22 12:39:37 2018‐03‐22 12:45:42 Yes Yes Strong leadership, focused approached, long‐term strategies. Yes Various areas of Scotland I have experienced landowners work to benefit the local community. I have observed these landowners 
consider all three pillars of sustainability, ensuring economic sustainability is given equal footing to environmental and social. 

East central Scotland (Fife, Dundee, 
Perth and Kinross, Angus)

Other (please specify 
below)

All the above No Yes As with any organisation, the community members may not enjoy the direction they are being taken by the landowner. I can see positives and negatives in both approaches.  No Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly agree Strongly disagree Individual Land manager or other 
professional working in areas 
where land ownership is 
concentrated

I am happy for you to publish my 
response without my name

Yes

The vast majority of Scots are land poor. Concentration in the hands of a few prevents wider distribution. Un-landed people have a lower quality of life - one acre can provide food for more than one family. 

Mental health as well as physical health is affected by being un-landed. Overall well-being in the wider community is depressed compared to a system of redistribution.  Grouse moors are an abomination - 

but given subsidies. They kill wildlife such as mountain hares and raptors with impunity. Shotguns keep people from accessing land - even if they are ostensively pointed at birds. I was a tenant of the

 in the borders - he has so much land I expect he hadnt any knowledge of us but evicted us in 2006 to “renovate” - in reality to charge more rent- the cottage has lain empty ever since and is 

semi ruinous. His greed trumped my children’s right to their home. We were a mere number.  Our rent cheques were made out to “the second grandchildren’s Trust” which smacks of tax avoidance. His 

sense of entitlement is enraging. His selling off of tenant farms suddenly is highly suspicious - he is no altruist - I think it is to pre-empt land reform and hide the money. His selling of land for subsidised 

grouse moors is similarly fishy.

We appealed to through his buffer zone 

factor.  We appealed to Shelter who couldn’t help as 

the landlord wanted to renovate (a lie) they extended 

tho notice to quit from one month to six months 

because of the children.

ination

but given



Respondent 
ID

Collector ID Start Date End Date IP Address Are you 
happy to 
proceed?

In some parts of 
Scotland most of 
the land is owned 
and controlled by a 
very small number 
of people.  Do you 
think this has any 
benefits?  This 
could include 
benefits to the 
environment, the 
economy, the local 
community, land 
owners or society 
as a whole.

Please use the space below to describe any benefits you can think of. Do you 
have personal 
experience of 
any of 
the benefits you 
have 
described?

Please use the space below to 
describe your positive experience of 
concentrated land ownership.

Where in Scotland does this 
experience relate to?

Does this 
experience relate 
to an area of land 
owned by...

Do you have any other positive 
experiences you would like to 
tell us about?

Please use the space below to describe any other positive 
experience of concentrated land ownership you would like to tell us 
about.

Where in Scotland 
does this 
experience relate 
to?

Does this 
experience 
relate to an 
area of land 
owned by...

In some parts of Scotland most of the land is owned 
and controlled by a very small number of people.  Do 
you think this has any disadvantages ?  This could 
include disadvantages to the environment, the 
economy, the local community, land owners or society 
as a whole.

Please use the space below to describe any disadvantages you 
can think of.

Do you have personal 
experience of any of 
the disadvantages 
you have described?

Please use the space below to describe your negative experience of concentrated land ownership. Did you inform the land 
owner (or their 
representative) about 
this experience?

Where in Scotland does your 
experience relate to?

Does this experience 
relate to an area of land 
owned by...

Do you have any 
other negative 
experiences you 
would like to tell us 
about?

Please use the space below to 
describe any other negative 
experience of concentrated 
land ownership you would like 
to tell us about.

Did you inform the land 
owner (or their 
representative) about 
this experience?

Where in 
Scotland 
does this 
experience 
relate to?

Does this 
experience 
relate to an 
area of land 
owned by...

Please indicate 
how strongly 
you agree or 
disagree with 
each of the 
following 
statements:

What is your name What is your email address Are you responding 
as an individual or 
an organisation?

If you are responding on behalf of 
an organisation please enter the 
name of your organisation below.

Which of the following 
best describes you

Are you happy for the Scottish 
Land Commission to publish 
your response to these 
questions?

As part of this research or related 
projects we may wish to contact 
you in the future to discuss the 
issues you have raised.  Would 
you be happy for us to do this?

Response Response Open-Ended Response Response Open-Ended Response Response Response Other (please specify) Response Open-Ended Response Response Response Other (please specify) Response Open-Ended Response Response Other (please 
specify)

Open-Ended Response Response Comments Response Response Other (please specify) Response Open-Ended Response Response Comments Response Response Other (please 
specify)

Scotland’s 
concentrated 
pattern of land 
ownership 
does not serve 
the public 
i t t

Action is needed to 
encourage land 
owners and 
communities to 
work more closely 
together for the 

d

Government interve
ntion is required to 
reduce 
concentrated land 
ownership

Open-Ended Response Open-Ended Response Response Open-Ended Response Response Other (please 
specify)

Response Response

6908834605 174219154 2018‐07‐01 12:01:33 2018‐07‐01 12:03:53 Yes Yes It enables a balanced approach to land management rather than commercially exoloiting every square foot.  Yes

6908833866 174219154 2018‐07‐01 11:57:55 2018‐07‐01 12:01:17 Yes Yes It enables a balanced approach to land management rathsr than commercially exoloiting every possible square inch.   Yes

6908712644 174219154 2018‐06‐30 23:34:07 2018‐06‐30 23:36:12 Yes No No Yes Not at all democratic. Yes

6908703956 174219154 2018‐06‐30 22:50:45 2018‐06‐30 23:09:15 Yes Yes Looking specifically at Seafield and Strathspey Estates the following are selection of some of the benefits that concentrated land ownership has provided. In the interests of brevity we have reduced this to examples of benefits which may have been provided 
   to more than one community in the Estates ’ area: ‐  •The seƫng up and iniƟa l  operaƟon of the Ian Charles  Hospi ta l  in Grantown on Spey.  •The giŌing of the square in Grantown on Spey to the community.  •The giŌing of the gol f course and l inks  to the Cul len 

   community.   •The giŌing of the playing fields  at Boat of Garten.  •Provis ion of land for tennis  courts , bowl ing greens , curl ing ponds , churches , schools , cemeteries , hous ing, industria l  parks  etc.  •15‐25 year access  agreements  for construcƟon of footpaths  and 
  cycle ways  such as  the Buckie to Portknockie route and Carrbridge to Slochd, a l l  which were agreed for £1 per annum, i f asked.  •20 year access  agreement for the Speys ide Way at an annual  rent of £1  •Neither of these long dis tance routes , above, could have 

 been del ivered as  eas i ly i f the land was  in mulƟple ownership.  •Leas ing of land to Grampian Kart Club s ince 1963 and recently renewing that lease to 2042 at an annual  rent of £25 to a l low them to conƟnue to develop their s i te as  one of the premier clubs  in 
  Scotland.  •Lease of Castle Hi l l  to Cul len Community to enable them to develop walks  and community faci l iƟes . Ass isƟng with machinery and manpower in s i te clearance at no cost.  •ReacƟng to loca l  flooding with engineered soluƟons  to s low flood waters  in 

  specific locaƟons  at our cost.   •Ass isƟng the community in Portsoy in 2017 by providing machinery and manpower to help reinstate a  flood damaged access  to the bunk house faci l i ty to enable i ts  use in the Portsoy Boat FesƟval .  •Providing a  2.5 hectare s i te for a  
 Scout Camp and bui lding at Deskford for an annual  renta l  of £60. Al lowing use of fields  on an annual  bas is  near Carrbridge for Scout camps  at ni l  cost.  •Helping faci l i tate the ra i l s  to Grantown project by offering to lease land for the track and s taƟon at a  

   nominal  amount.  •Making annual  cash donaƟons  to 12 Community Counci l s  within the Estate area.  •Making one off donaƟons  to Community Projects  such as  play parks , church improvements , defibri l lator purchases  etc.  •Providing Ɵmber to Schools  to enable 
  them to make ra ised beds , seats  and sculptures .   •Making land ava i lable for Forest Schools .  •Management of des ignated s i tes  and habitats  for protected species .  There are many more examples  where we work in partnership with the communiƟes , agencies  

and local authorities to enable national and local community aspirations.  

Yes The Estate owners are themselves 
members of the community and 
custodians of the land they are 
privileged to own. They are aware of the 
responsibility that goes with that and 
the need to ensure that the land is 
managed sustainably to provide an 
income, not only for the Family but to 
support the business’s employees and 
local contractors who provide services to 
the business.    This approach provides 
benefits of rural and regional 
employment and by virtue of scale 
enables decision making that can 
operate at a landscape scale to provide 
benefits that would be difficult to 
deliver were the land to be in multiple 
ownership.     Communication with Local 
Authorities, Agencies, Community 
Councils and Community groups is a 
feature of this stewardship and 
facilitating community aspirations, both 
local and national an important part of 
the business’ s strategy.  

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Under Q.6 this also relates to 
Aberdeenshire and Moray but the 
drop list only permitted one area to 
be selected.

Yes See question 5. Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Under Q.10 this also relates to 
Aberdeenshire and Moray but the 
drop list only permitted one area 
to be selected.

Yes There will be examples of concentrated land ownership where 
owners are unwilling to engage with communities or bring forward 
land but we are of the opinion that this is in the minority and that 
mechanisms are already available to address this, should the 
Scottish Government be willing to use them.

No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree

6908666474 174219154 2018‐06‐30 20:10:01 2018‐06‐30 20:10:44 Yes

6908609413 174219154 2018‐06‐30 16:45:35 2018‐06‐30 16:46:17 Yes No No

6908589692 174219154 2018‐06‐30 15:38:36 2018‐06‐30 15:38:47 Yes

6908588340 174219154 2018‐06‐30 15:33:52 2018‐06‐30 15:36:27 Yes Yes   1.0ENVIRONMENT  The landscape, which is admired by those, who live on and visit Ballogie, is a result of careful integrated land management over a period of over 200 years. Core to the management aims of privately owned land estates is a long‐term approach to land management, which is immensely beneficial to the environment. This is parƟcularly evident from the old conifers and 
 broadleaved trees, which give a disƟncƟve feel to the landscape. The fact that management can be exercised on a landscape scale is a major benefit of the larger land holdings.  When a business covers a significant area, there is effecƟve integraƟon of the different land uses between forestry and farming and shooƟng and recreaƟonal and residenƟal requirements. The effecƟve 

management of riparian areas is made much easier, when there is single ownership of a burn or sub‐catchment. Through the use over several years of Countryside Premium Schemes or Stewardship Schemes and SRDP as well as assistance from the local Fisheries Board, we have fenced off virtually all sections of water courses of any size on our holding. This reinforces the SAC designation 
 for the Dee.   The long‐term interest over a wide area means that the concept of environmental good management is embedded into our acƟve operaƟons,  is understood by all staff and is a key aspect of our business management. Employees can see the benefits of long‐term environmental management and therefore are willing to buy into what they perceive to be a success story.   

  We are members of the Wildlife Estates Scotland and the Forestry CerƟficaƟon Scheme, which reinforce high environmental standards. Through our forestry and fishing management, we look aŌer two SSSIs both of which are key riparian environments.   We have for many years had a policy of predator control to manage foxes and mink and crows for the benefit of wildlife, this long 
before there were active campaigns to support this work. We have controlled predators and done habitat improvement work to assist the prospects for the  capercailzie population on the estate. We have supported the Red Squirrel Initiative. That we can carry out policies over a wide area of woodland is a benefit in this regard. Because we are operating on a wide area that means that we 

 can have specialist staff, who are able to assist with environmental improvement schemes. We take pride in the landscape and natural retenƟons on the Estate and they are managed as part of the commercial forestry operaƟons, as is the NaƟve Pinewood.  We have for some 50 years had an acƟve policy of deer management. Deer control is aimed at reducƟon of RTAs, improved deer 
welfare, and reduction of negative impacts on farming and forestry land. The ability to operate over a significant area is crucial in effective deer control. Most deer whether red deer or roe deer are shot on the forest edge. Someone who only controls the forestry or the farmland will not be able to engage in good deer management. Because of the scale of our operation, we can retain skilled 
rangers and contractors, who know the ground. All our stalkers, employed or contractors, have DCS level 2 qualification. Because of the scale of our operation, we have a high standard of purpose built deer larder with chill. Only one sixth of our annual cull of approximately 300 head is for sporting purposes, all the rest is for deer management and control. Deer control is crucial for 

   environmental, social and economic reasons on both a local and wider scale.  In summary, scale is required for effecƟve environmental management, so that we can operate over significant areas e.g. whole sub‐catchments and because of our scale we can employ specialist staff who can carry out the environmental work.     2.0ECONOMY  We employ 16 full‐Ɵme staff and 
 approximately 10 part‐Ɵme at different Ɵmes of the year. In addiƟon we give employment to many local contractors whether plumbers and electricians or plant hire operaƟves. All management is done from the office on the Estate, which means that there is good contact with field staff and the local community.  The average age of our full‐Ɵme employees is 40 and most of our staff are 

 long‐term employees. This gives cohesion to our policies and stability to the community.     We hold a significant number of external accreditaƟon awards such as Investors in People, Quality Assurance for both livestock and cereals, Quality Assurance for our wild venison and WES level 2 cerƟficaƟon. Two of our recreaƟonal properƟes have been rated at 5‐star by Visit Scotland. It 
 shows our determinaƟon to aƩain high business standards.    Our operaƟons are highly integrated. Our hill sheep flock is a significantly important tool for control of Ɵcks on the moorland area. Farm machinery is used to assist with operaƟons on our wildlife and forestry operaƟons. Our Rangers not only look aŌer moorland and deer management, but also provide firewood for our 

recreational business. Fishing tenants not merely come to fish, they stay in the holiday cottages so that we can provide a total package for our guests. The highly successful new 5 star wedding centre is supported by the range of short holiday lets that we can provide and also the Café is available for the use of wedding guests. Because we have the space and diversity of product, we can 
 offer our guests something that is unique and special.   The Rangers on the staff are responsible for maintaining access tracks, which are important for deer management, but are also very popular and appreciated by local people and visitors as walks through the woodland areas. The Farm provides local, natural produce for the Café, the Café in turn is an exemplar of all the different 

products that we produce on the Estate. We shall further develop the potential to market our local goods and products by building a new Centre next door to the Café to inform people not merely of the Estate, but of the local countryside and the opportunities for recreational and other pursuits in the area. The maintenance of a diverse business requires the keen support of a well‐
 trained and flexible workforce.     Because of the scale of our operaƟon, we can take on young workers and give them experience and training. Our farm employees are all from farm backgrounds and working for us they get the training and experience of larger scale operaƟons with good machinery and faciliƟes. The average age of our 3 farm employees is 26. The average age of the three 

   tenant famers on the estate is 63.       Our scale of operaƟon allows us to operate a full back up and management team on site to give an effecƟve and   COMMUNITY  I think I was about 10 when I first involved in acƟve fund‐raising for the local community and at that Ɵme an extension to the Village Hall. For much of the intervening 
years I have been an active member of the Community Organisations and indeed at one time, due to the nature of a then aging community, I was the all in one. My commitment to the local community is not merely a personal interest, it is something that has been carried on through a number of generations. The Birse War Memorial was 
substantially financed through the local estates. The Ballogie Hall was built and supplied by the Estate as a social centre for the Community a 100 years ago. Times have changed, the Hall is no longer appropriate and we are now arranging for a Community Hub to be set up on land that will be leased at no charge. This Hub will support the local Nursery School as an extended playground as 
well as providing a focus area for the Community, a place where Community events can take place and also a general amusement area for people in the Village. We have enabled a pathway to be set up, linking both parts of the Village and have provided materials for this very successful Community project.  Previously mentioned, we have been active in opening up pathways which have 

 been appreciated by the local Community. Members of staff are on the local Community Council or on the Ballogie Community AssociaƟon. The level and breadth of support that we give the local Community would not be possible if we were not operaƟng over a wide enough area to have effecƟve scale of support.    We play an important role in providing affordable 
accommodation.60% of our let properties are leased on an affordable basis. We provide subsidised housing for older retired employees, so that they are able to remain in the community. We have built and sold 11 houses to regenerate the local village and we have or are selling a further 11 plots for self‐ build. This has brought a new dynamic to the community and brought more 

 children to the nursery and local school. We maintain the properƟes in the tradiƟonal vernacular style and endeavour to see that all development is done in a manner, which is modern but sympatheƟc to the tradiƟonal cultural landscape.  For local residents, we make fishing available at very reduced rates through the local fishing club, which was set up by the estate some 50 years ago.   
  For the 2 years of its operaƟon, we have run Charity events at our weddings and events centre at Ballogie House. We will have a conƟnuing commitment to Charity fund‐raising, an event which is much appreciated by members of the local and wider Community.   Our conƟnued programme of development through our Café, our holiday coƩages, the various events that we run and plans 
that are being rolled out now, create an enthusiastic environment for members of the Community. We are creating part‐time job opportunities, which again are useful to the local Community. The new centre will enhance the role of the office as a local drop in centre for information and services such as picking up parcel deliveries. In stormy conditions postal deliveries are made to the 

  office.     Since members of the N ol family are resident and acƟve in the community at Ballogie and the business and employees are acƟve throughout the Estate, it is very clear who owns the business and where anyone needs to come to if they have any issues or quesƟons.  The same cannot be said for certain local small‐holdings e.g. one bit of woodland where it has been unclear 
   who the owner or the manager has been at different Ɵmes, because they have changed so much.   In summary, it is the scale of our operaƟons, which enable us to give a wide range of benefit to the local community, linked to the fact that the family owners are part of the local community.    4.0LAND OWNERS  While it is necessary for the effecƟve funcƟoning of a diverse land 

 management business to have a very straight‐forward system of management and capacity for decision making, the actual ownership structure behind the management may be much more diverse than might be perceived. Although there are lead owners direcƟng the management of this business, the ownership is shared much more broadly throughout the family.  In the area of Middle 
and Upper Deeside, the main land businesses are either managed by a resident member of the owning family or by a resident Factor. This encourages a remarkable degree of cooperation over a broad range of issues. Particular organisations are the Dee District Salmon Fishery Board, the Dee Salmon Fishing Improvement Association, the South Grampian Wildfire Protection Group, the 

  Grampian Moorland Group, Deer Management Groups. Most businesses with significant forestry operaƟons are members of the DWP, the harvesƟng and markeƟng cooperaƟve. The River Dee Trust, originally founded by    who conƟnues to be a trust director, is acƟvely supported by this Estate and our fishing guests.    5.0SOCIETY  The rural economy needs long‐term 
security of and continuity of policy and planning. There is a need for businesses to have efficiency of scale to be able to work effective policies and to have the necessary numbers of trained staff, who are flexible to the multiple challenges involved in the effective management of diverse environments and different enterprises. Judging by the known management situation on Deeside 

 there is massively more diversity and complexity than might, at first glance, be thought. But if we are to retain a conƟnuity of policy and also retain a skilled workforce, full‐Ɵme on land‐based businesses, then we need businesses that have efficient scale to train and employ these skilled individuals.    In terms of our ethos and aƫtude especially with employee development and training,   
   I think that we are having a huge posiƟve impact on local society and I hope that spins out on a wider basis.     I shall end with the comment of the Manager of a very large Estate, which actually belongs to a Trust and who said “My problem is this estate is too small not too big.” Whether we like it or not we are being driven to bigger and bigger units and we do that because of the 
efficiencies that they bring. It is crucially important that we maintain large‐scale private units, which are owned and managed by people with a long‐term view of management and a long‐term commitment to the environment and to the local communities.                          As has been stated very many times it is the quality of management and personal commitment that matters.    

Yes

6908582269 174219154 2018‐06‐30 15:11:11 2018‐06‐30 15:11:24 Yes

6908410080 174219154 2018‐06‐30 0:47:42 2018‐06‐30 0:47:50 Yes

6908293025 174219154 2018‐06‐29 19:51:13 2018‐06‐29 20:17:14 Yes No No Yes I live on an active shooting estate. The large estate is managed 
solely for the benefit of the absentee landlord and his shooting 
parties. The year round residents    are expected to allow shooting 
right beside their properties, including shot landing on houses, 
vehicles + possibly persons including children. They are then 
expected to allow access to their private gardens to pick up shot 
birds. Any suggestion of not agreeing to this is met with 
considerable aggression. The shooting parties shoot towards/over 
roads regularly. I have much experience of picking my children up 
from school/nursery and driving home with a shoot aiming over our 
car from a very close distance. The wildlife is routinely persecuted. 
The estate is renowned for association with poisoned raptors.   
One landowner affects the situation over a very large area, if the 
land ownership was less concentrated he would have less power. 
The land is managed purely for one man's profit and enjoyment not 
for the good, or benefit, of the community.    As a number of the 
people who live on the estate are tenants there is a reluctance to 
talk about the issues, as the tenancies could be terminated. 

Yes

6908239443 174219154 2018‐06‐29 18:14:33 2018‐06‐29 18:24:29 Yes No No Yes To much control over common ground can cause complications 
when trying to arrange access to plots or land , the landowner of 
ground in between can stall or stop access 

Yes Croft let within an area of land owned by one landlord held up access rights which meant funding couldn’t be secured , kit house was delayed by 6 months while the landlord processed my access with his restrictions at 
great cost due to his solicitors costs which we had to meet . We nearly lost funding and house kit as a result .

Yes They didn’t say anything  Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No

6908184241 174219154 2018‐06‐29 16:35:08 2018‐06‐29 16:35:40 Yes

6908181261 174219154 2018‐06‐29 16:29:40 2018‐06‐29 16:37:25 Yes Yes Benefits to the environment with regards to landscape scale habitat restoration Yes

6908178115 174219154 2018‐06‐29 16:25:15 2018‐06‐29 16:26:43 Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree

6908044789 174219154 2018‐06‐29 11:40:09 2018‐06‐29 11:40:25 Yes

6908017093 174219154 2018‐06‐29 9:59:03 2018‐06‐29 10:09:09 Yes No No

6908010097 174219154 2018‐06‐29 9:44:55 2018‐06‐29 12:18:56 Yes No No Yes The main disadvantage concentrated landownership results in is 
lack of options in all sorts of areas, for individuals wishing to build 
a house, businesses wishing to set up and/or expand, 
communities seeking to develop community owned facilities, 
particularly when these are for the purposes of income generation. 
In an area where there are several or multiple landowners, then 
it's likely that at least one will be co‐operative and assuming there 
are good results this may influence other landowners that there 
are advantages to co‐operation. When there is one landowner, and 
that landowner is absentee and very old fashioned in its approach, 
then the disadvantages are even greater. They are very detached 
from the issues in the community. Scottish government policy is 
now very much based on community empowerment with the aim of 
the development of sustainable locally led solutions to a range of 
issues. This is challenging for any community, but for communities 
without access to land it is next to impossible. If large landowners 
are aware of this policy at all, then they are very much inclined to 
ignore it, as it clashes with their wish to retain control of all their 
land. They sometimes will agree to rent land, but much of the 
funding available is based on the development of community 
owned assets and developments based on rented land are not 
likely to be eligible for funding. If they are, they are likely to be 
less sustainable in the long term because they will always have to 
pay rent, reducing the financial benefit to the community. In other 
words concentrated land ownership has always been in a problem, 
but in currently it is much more of a problem because of the change 
in government policy. This is likely to get even worse as austerity 
kicks in.

Yes My problems started around the time that we got our local development trust, Applecross Community Company, underway. At the time I was working for Raasay House Community Company and received support from experienced staff at the Community Land Unit. I became more aware of the 
opportunities open to communities which owned land and land based assets as a result. Applecross was apparently thriving in many ways, but I was aware that the population was ageing as more and more local young people moved away and we were unable to retain many of the younger people who 
moved to Applecross to work mainly due to lack of affordable housing. Some long term residents were living year round in caravans, including families with young children. Affordable rented housing completed in 2003 had been in great demand and it was clear there was considerable need for more. The 
Community Council tasked HSCHT to carry out a housing needs survey in 2007 which provided clear evidence of need. The CC approached the Applecross Trust to ask for suitable land for HSCHT or a housing association to develop affordable rented housing on. Sites were offered but none were suitable, 
nothing more came of this. When the Community Company was set up in 2008 the Applecross Trust was initially supportive. Our first project was to save the filling station from closure which they apparently thought was an appropriate community project of no threat to them. They donated £5,000 towards 
it.   We had identified the opportunities for community owned renewable energy schemes and approached the Applecross Trust (and crofters) for agreement in principle to assess the viability of hydro schemes on their land. This was readily given. We identified a suitable scheme to develop on trust land and 
with one year's CCF funding in place to get all necessary permissions underway (including legal fees for the Community Company and for the Applecross Trust), we approached the trust to start discussions about the terms of a lease. The trustees were only in Applecross once a year, so we met with the 
factor, who was encouraging, even suggesting that the rent might be low because the income was to be spent in the community. He asked for a written submission to be sent to the trustees, so we produced a detailed 15 page long document, including information on the earning capacity of the scheme and 
the many priorities the community was likely to spend the money on. Then all went quiet. We pushed for a response and were told that the Trust had handed over negotiations to Bidwells, which was also dealing with negotiations for leases for two hydro schemes RWE NPower was planning to build on trust 
land. Communications became very complicated with so many parties involved, our lawyer, their lawyer, Bidwells, the factor, the trustees. It wasn't clear who was steering things. Bidwells insisted that the community hydro should be offered similar terms to those offered to RWE, saying there was "no 
difference" between a community owned scheme and a commercial one. I asked for a meeting with all parties in the same place at the same time, which took place (though of course no Applecross Trust trustees attended) but did not resolve anything.   In late August we held an open evening with our hydro 
engineers in attendance to inform people living in the immediate area of our plans for the hydro and to allow them to ask questions and raise any issues. The chair of the Applecross Trust was in residence for his month deer shooting and he was invited along. Instead he met with our reps and engineers the 
next day and shocked everyone by saying that the Applecross Trust was going to take over the scheme and develop it themselves. We had already put 18 months work and a considerable amount of grant income into the development but had no way of stopping this happening. It later became apparent 
that this was an attempt to stop us pushing for more favourable terms by demonstrating their power, rather than a real plan. We went back to negotiations on terms which were incredibly slow. Our funding was only available until the end of March so we needed to make faster progress; other than the lease 
negotiations everything else went well. We accepted a grid connection offer, carried out detailed design for the scheme and successfully applied for planning permission. But still the terms of the lease offered by the trust were not acceptable; they were only offering a 20 year lease (which would not have 
been acceptable to lenders) and they were asking for around 7% of gross income for rent. We provided evidence from other community groups developing similar schemes of agreements with landowners at around 4%. We approached the funder for a month's extension to the grant period as legal 
negotiations were still underway. This was granted and we pushed the estate to move faster. Another month's extension was agreed by the funder after intervention from our MSP but still the agreement wasn't finalised by the end of this. We ended up having to use CARES loan to pay for the remainder of 
our legal fees and theirs, which added several thousand pounds to the cost of building the scheme. We did end up with better terms, at least for the first ten years, but the process was unnecessarily long and stressful.   I don't know why the trust did not develop their own hydro scheme or schemes as income 
generators for the estate. There are quite a number of potential schemes on the peninsula and we know that they had studies carried out, but they did not follow up recommendations.   We experienced similar frustration in relation to a proposed woodfuel project, which would have been a win/win situation 
for all involved. It would have brought in a contractor the Community Company had identified who would have felled the timber and taken it by sea to Skye where he ran district heating schemes. Not only would this have provided a local market for the area of timber that the Trust had grant funding to fell, 
but also for large areas of timber which was ready to fell but for which they had no such subsidy. The contractor was also keen to work with the community company to set up a number of small district heating schemes in Applecross, earning him an income from the renewable heat subsidy (some of which 
he would have passed to the community) and providing local people with access to affordable heat. This project was well underway with funding in place which I had initially applied for from the Timber Transport forum towards the cost of a slipway to allow barges in to carry out the timber. The Timber 
Transport Forum was supportive of the plan but asked that the Applecross Trust should lead the application rather than the Community Company as it was their timber. At that time a key member of the Trust's staff, with whom we had a very good relationship, left. The project fell apart without any further 
discussion with us. The proposed contractor was dropped without discussion, despite the fact that he had invested considerable time and money into the development of the joint project, including paying engineers to design the slipway. We were not informed of what was going on. The work was awarded 
to another contractor who felled the area which had attracted a high percentage of public subsidy, transported it by road to Kishorn (over roads which are not suitable for heavy timber lorries) where it was sent to Ireland and Belgium. The community was left with 300 tonnes of timber not worth transporting 
out and was worth little or nothing, but much was made of this donation. No explanation was offered. The Timber Transport Forum paid for minor improvements to the coast road, instead of a useful multipurpose slipway.   Our main issue continues to be with lack of access to land for affordable housing, 
whether for individuals, housing associations or community to develop. Two more housing needs surveys have been carried out, and two community consultations with a wide remit and in all the need for affordable housing is proven to be increasing. The reasons for this have been explained to the trust; 
demand for holiday and retirement homes in Applecross is so strong that prices have risen hugely. Local people cannot compete as they are mainly dependent on tourism for income. Although our tourism industry is well established and run, employment is still seasonal and not very well paid. Over 40% of 
the population is now 60 or older (figures from GP's records) and over 40% of housing stock is holiday homes. Our businesses struggle to attract and retain workforce due to lack of accommodation, there are many now living in caravans, and many who leave each winter to live elsewhere when with a home 
in the area they would be able to stay. This information and the consequences for the community is all explained to the trust but still no sensible offers of housing plots. They never say no, but offer the same unsuitable plots again and again, even though it has been explained by housing professionals at 

Not applicable We attempt to inform them, work with them, bring in others to 
work with them on a regular basis. They seem incapable of 
doing so, and/or have chosen not to do so in a useful way. They 
do engage, but not usefully. So it's not really a case of 
informing them, they are well aware that we are not happy. 
They twist things so it looks like they are engaging usefully to 
the casual observer (including many locals) when in fact they 
are not. Just enough done to "tick the box" is their aim, it would 
seem. They paid consultant Strath Caulaidh so carry out 
extensive community consultation over about 18 months from 
January 2016, with a view to informing their ten year plan for 
the community. I and others put a lot of effort into our 
response. I provided extensive information on my attempts to 
work with them and the resulting frustrations. I also put the 
consultant in touch with the Community Company's contact at 
HIE who is familiar with our work and our frustrations with the 
estate, and with the staff at HSCHT. He produced a report with 
recommendations to the trust which included information on 
the extensive response from the community, but we did not see 
this report. There have been some repercussions from this work 
but it's not yet clear how helpful they will be in the long term. 
They have got rid of the chair of the trust who was a member of 
the family who previously owned the estate and who chose to 
turn it into a charity for tax purposes. They have appointed new 
trustees, one of whom seems to be genuinely useful and well 
informed, another who seems useless and another who is a 
family member and a nephew of the chair who resigned. None 
are Applecross residents. 

Highlands a charity A charity which most likely 
would not be accepted as a 
charity now.

Yes

6907642081 174219154 2018‐06‐28 17:13:52 2018‐06‐28 17:42:01 Yes Yes Much of Scotland's land is fragile and uneconomically viable. In certain areas, like many businesses, economies of scale is a key factor in determining whether or not a business will or will not survive.  Economic ‐ the provision of jobs and the wealth effect 
this creates, allowing communities to develop, schools to operate, businesses to thrive.   Environment ‐ Scotland's landscape has been managed and cherished over centuries by many differing public and private ownership structures. The success of this can be 
seen through the thriving tourism industry.  Environment ‐ Scotland is fast becoming a leading pioneer in renewable energy through wind, gas, hydro, solar, tidal. This has taken investment risk and had it not been for scale of ownership, this may not have been 
achievable. This has created jobs and the re‐settlement of many outlying areas.  

Yes Investment into the land, creating job 
opportunities, This in turn allows 
communities to thrive and children to 
flourish.  Provision of infrastructure for 
outdoor recreation.  Environmental 
stewardship through investment into 
renewable energy.  The management 
and stewardship of land that has 
managed and preserved the landscape, 
creating a spring board for the tourism 
sector.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Don't Know Like all sectors and business, there are examples of behavior by a 
minority number that do not represent the views, actions and 
attitudes of the majority. Clearly, this creates issues for the wider 
concept of landownership and can tarnish the reputations of many, 
who otherwise behave in a fair, balanced and responsible manner.

No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

6907482898 174219154 2018‐06‐28 12:45:48 2018‐06‐28 12:52:44 Yes Yes Economics of scale.  Multiple business opportunities providing more likelihood of diverse income streams.  Yes

6906420452 174219154 2018‐06‐26 17:33:22 2018‐06‐26 17:34:36 Yes Yes

6906321729 174219154 2018‐06‐26 15:07:06 2018‐06‐26 15:07:30 Yes

6906237990 174219154 2018‐06‐26 12:36:56 2018‐06‐26 12:37:13 Yes

6906237120 174219154 2018‐06‐26 12:34:57 2018‐06‐26 12:43:52 Yes Yes No No

6906236127 174219154 2018‐06‐26 12:31:02 2018‐06‐26 12:32:42 Yes

6906198481 174219154 2018‐06‐26 10:48:07 2018‐06‐26 10:55:11 Yes Don't know No Don't Know No Neither agree 
nor disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

HSCHT what is needed to make a plot feasible to develop affordably.  

d accessible support for our field staff                 3.0

.    ticular organisations 



6906196590 174219154 2018‐06‐26 10:48:57 2018‐06‐26 10:50:42 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No

6906157302 174219154 2018‐06‐26 8:58:29 2018‐06‐26 8:58:59 Yes

6906132332 174219154 2018‐06‐26 7:36:49 2018‐06‐26 7:38:10 Yes Yes Yes

6905894349 174219154 2018‐06‐25 20:12:54 2018‐06‐25 20:13:18 Yes

6905840331 174219154 2018‐06‐25 18:43:06 2018‐06‐25 18:47:25 Yes No No Yes A mono view of the land use. Little collaboration required so can 
do as they please.

No Tend to agree Tend to agree Strongly agree

6905804722 174219154 2018‐06‐25 17:46:04 2018‐06‐25 17:46:24 Yes

6905803543 174219154 2018‐06‐25 17:42:46 2018‐06‐25 17:44:36 No

6905797673 174219154 2018‐06‐25 17:34:31 2018‐06‐25 17:41:12 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

6905785868 174219154 2018‐06‐25 17:17:10 2018‐06‐25 17:18:19 Yes No

6905134302 174219154 2018‐06‐23 23:32:30 2018‐06‐23 23:32:42 Yes

6904499546 174219154 2018‐06‐22 12:19:11 2018‐06‐22 12:24:16 Yes

6903996627 174219154 2018‐06‐21 15:04:30 2018‐06‐21 15:04:48 Yes

6903894791 174219154 2018‐06‐21 11:38:42 2018‐06‐21 11:44:46 Yes No Yes Yes

6903497930 174219154 2018‐06‐20 18:12:25 2018‐06‐20 18:13:08 Yes

6902795827 174219154 2018‐06‐19 16:43:08 2018‐06‐19 16:43:18 Yes

6901985437 174219154 2018‐06‐18 12:05:39 2018‐06‐18 12:05:48 Yes

6901407929 174219154 2018‐06‐16 16:23:08 2018‐06‐16 16:27:05 Yes Yes Yes

6901104566 174219154 2018‐06‐15 19:57:06 2018‐06‐15 20:02:20 Yes No No Yes No Tend to agree Strongly agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

6900920304 174219154 2018‐06‐15 14:47:39 2018‐06‐15 14:48:40 Yes

6900109648 174219154 2018‐06‐14 9:00:45 2018‐06‐14 9:03:40 Yes Yes No No

6899839668 174219154 2018‐06‐13 20:32:41 2018‐06‐13 20:51:04 Yes Yes This is a very small space for a lot of benefits....  NT,John Muir Trust,RSPB all have large areas of land which they manage for environmental effect,and whilst I don't agree with much of what they do,the ownership of big swathes of land means a large effect.Big 
estates employ a lot of people directly,more people to service them,and keep people and money in rural areas encouraging the rural economy,(schools,shops trades etc).  I have seen several agricultural/sporting estates broken up with a drastic reduction in 
the labour force and the associated knock on effects on schools etc.  

Yes Yes No No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly disagree Strongly disagree

6898539351 174219154 2018‐06‐12 0:48:36 2018‐06‐12 2:06:04 Yes No No Yes it is clear, for instance with the single farm payment, it is put to 
much better use for environment, local economy, local community 
when awarded and managed by true active farmers. small estates 
such as Annandale who have policies to make every effort to 
obtain payments without returning them through active farming to 
the local economy.These payments  are obtained by forcing tenants 
out the farms their familys have ran for generations. It is easy seen 
after a short time the damage to the afore mentioned above in a 
short space of time, with longer term losses from driving out 
young/new farmers which have so much to offer an area compaired 
to slipper farming. the trouble is, if these estate owners positions 
were true management positions then they would be dismissed for 
incompetence and misconduct, but because they have in this 
instance, have inherited a responsibility they are not in any way 
able to manage in such a way that would help and allow all of the 
afore mentioned sectors prosper. unfortunately one individual can 
drive the skill and energy needed in times of uncertainty out an 
area for the sake of greed and selfishness, leaving it in a poor 
state with a bleak future and a bad advert for Scotland.

Yes As a new entrant in farming, the landlord has made every effort to make getting started as difficult as possible so he could obtain the single farm payment. From initially ensuring funding criteria was not met for instance 
the duration of the lease was not 5 years needed for support. furthermore, doing everything which was not covered by legislation to cost the business money. for example destroying fodder crops by allowing large numbers 
of deer to graze them, permitting third parties to drive through crops in v wet times. shooting with dogs with lamps amongst sheep and refusing to give notice. one sheep even got shot. 2 tups couldn't go to a sale after a 
dog belonging to the shooters attacked them, to be told to learn to accept this living in the countryside by the landlord. agents and landlords take no notice of bio security risking rural shutdown in event of another foot 
and mouth outbreak. very poor communication with much of it a last resort to tick a code of practice box. 

Yes although evidence was provided, confirming all the situations 
to be exactly as was said, correspondence was either not 
returned, or when returned not even close to honest. both 
landlord and galbraiths were informed but neither replied. this 
is not the case on the larger estates round here. the final 
outcome was I received a tx msg from my landlord saying he 
was terminating my tenancy the evening before the notice came 
the next morning. anything possible has been done to break 
the lease to obtain the payment and avoid tenants 
improvements compensation. the outcome is having to try and 
find somewhere for my sheep and I in under 2 years.

South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

Yes

6898011640 174219154 2018‐06‐11 11:37:54 2018‐06‐11 11:38:47 No

6897739743 174219154 2018‐06‐10 20:31:57 2018‐06‐10 20:33:07 Yes

6897234339 174219154 2018‐06‐09 10:36:48 2018‐06‐28 8:18:46 Yes Yes Yes Yes

6897220846 174219154 2018‐06‐09 9:29:16 2018‐06‐09 9:32:07 Yes No No Yes Yes

6896002115 174219154 2018‐06‐07 14:40:54 2018‐06‐07 14:49:24 Yes No There are instances of very good land ownership and management, where the landowner lives on the estate and is actively involved in estate life.  In such cases the tenants have security in their homes and employment. No Tenants have no security of tenure for their homes or employment.  
They are at the mercy of the landowner, which could change if the 
estate is sold, or passed down to the next generation.  They have 
no say in how the estate is run ‐ economically, socially or 
environmentally.  This has wider impacts on the surrounding areas, 
as well as the estate itself.

Yes

6895195135 174219154 2018‐06‐06 14:31:00 2018‐06‐06 14:31:47 Yes No No

6895178843 174219154 2018‐06‐06 14:10:32 2018‐06‐06 14:10:49 Yes

6895093369 174219154 2018‐06‐06 11:54:19 2018‐06‐06 11:54:26 Yes

6895061838 174219154 2018‐06‐06 10:49:29 2018‐06‐06 10:50:56 Yes No No

6895038334 174219154 2018‐06‐06 9:57:21 2018‐06‐06 11:25:20 Yes Don't know gf No



6895032518 174219154 2018‐06‐06 9:42:08 2018‐06‐06 9:45:32 Yes Yes Yes Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Yes No Argyll and Bute a private individual or 
business

No Neither agree 
nor disagree

Tend to agree Neither agree nor 
disagree

6894620221 174219154 2018‐06‐05 19:07:19 2018‐06‐05 19:14:08 Yes No . No Yes Lack of people. Playground for the rich. Lack of employment 
opportunities.  Poor land and livestock management 

Yes Keeping people out.  Death of community  Yes Highlands a private individual or 
business

Yes No support for road 
improvements through the land 
as they want to discourage 
anyone but them and their 
paying guests from the area 

Yes Highlands a private 
individual 
or business

6893385998 174219154 2018‐06‐04 10:43:54 2018‐06‐04 10:44:19 Yes Yes Yes

6891655011 174219154 2018‐05‐31 21:57:05 2018‐05‐31 22:12:03 Yes Don't know Allowing the community to use their land for sports events  Yes Muckle Toon Adventure Festival  South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Yes One main owner means they can do pretty much so as they like. 
Very little availability of land for building. 

Yes

6890389606 174219154 2018‐05‐30 13:59:11 2018‐06‐27 9:33:48 Yes Yes Yes No No

6890341876 174219154 2018‐05‐30 12:53:19 2018‐05‐30 12:55:27 Yes

6885709970 171394175 2018‐05‐23 15:45:02 2018‐05‐23 15:46:08 Yes

6885570766 171394175 2018‐05‐23 13:32:10 2018‐05‐23 13:32:15 Yes

6885465545 171394175 2018‐05‐23 10:49:59 2018‐05‐23 11:01:54 Yes Yes Yes North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

No

6885465018 171394175 2018‐05‐23 10:48:59 2018‐05‐23 10:49:43 Yes Yes Yes

6885454462 171394175 2018‐05‐23 10:18:55 2018‐05‐23 10:46:10 Yes Yes Yes

6884496399 171394175 2018‐05‐22 13:27:22 2018‐05‐22 13:27:59 Yes

6881133509 171394175 2018‐05‐17 21:17:46 2018‐05‐17 21:18:00 Yes

6880615981 171394175 2018‐05‐17 14:02:29 2018‐05‐17 14:03:21 Yes No No

6880404822 171394175 2018‐05‐17 9:26:17 2018‐05‐17 9:29:12 Yes Yes Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes land owners living and working in community benefits school, 
housing jobs etc 

Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

6880326076 171394175 2018‐05‐17 7:02:43 2018‐05‐17 7:03:04 Yes

6879869972 171394175 2018‐05‐16 20:15:16 2018‐05‐16 20:16:37 Yes Yes No

6879581567 171394175 2018‐05‐16 16:55:09 2018‐05‐16 17:13:05 Yes Yes Stability and continuity. Often high levels of investment which would not take place if land ownership was more fragmented Yes Investment by wealthy owners provides 
jobs in remote areas. Estates provide an 
important resource of affordable rented 
property

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Estates provide farms/land to let. Rental levels of farms/land let 
on secure tenancies are well below those let on short term 
arrangements. Land Reform legislation will result in the 
disappearance of this type of tenancy within a generation thus 
removing the opportunity for  young farmers to inherit tenancies 
which may have been in their family for many years

East central 
Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and 
Kinross, Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

6879566386 171394175 2018‐05‐16 16:44:37 2018‐05‐16 16:44:54 Yes

6879358326 171394175 2018‐05‐16 14:20:49 2018‐05‐16 14:22:56 Yes Don't know No Don't Know No Tend to 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree

6879331143 171394175 2018‐05‐16 14:01:32 2018‐05‐16 14:06:03 Yes Yes For large tracts of Scotland, especially Highlands, it helps coordinate the land management in a consistent fashion. Some owners are public bodies and or charitable groups. Yes Woodland restoration on a significant 
scale. from my own experience with 
forestry grant schemes and management 
large scale ownership has allowed 
landscape scale restoration. This has 
been the subject of public consultation 
and environmental survey.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Yes

6879163808 171394175 2018‐05‐16 11:07:04 2018‐05‐16 11:07:11 Yes

6876336583 171394175 2018‐05‐14 11:18:09 2018‐05‐14 11:19:20 Yes Yes Investment  Employment  Sustainability Yes

6875572620 171394175 2018‐05‐12 19:33:32 2018‐05‐12 19:33:55 Yes

6875355063 171394175 2018‐05‐12 9:59:00 2018‐05‐12 10:12:16 Yes Yes in areas of marginal land use it can help sustain jobs and livelihoods Yes sustainable small communities in areas 
of marginal land use that would 
otherwise be unlikely to last. woods and 
landscape maintained to a high 
standard contributing to scotland's 
beauty

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No Yes it has disadvantages in an urban context or areas of high 
population where access to housing via new developments can be 
disproprtionately constrained by conncentated landownership  

No Tend to 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree

6875087087 171394175 2018‐05‐11 21:39:55 2018‐05‐11 21:53:43 Yes No Our experience is that the only benefits are to the landowner, who enjoys undue influence, and appears to  believe that there is no requirement to take other interests into consideration  No Yes Land= power and influence. Control ceded to landowner is 
therefore denied to local communities  Local communities have 
little or no influence on land use issues.  Landowner can block 
initiatives on a whim.(One local example when local Estate 
claimed that Duke would not support development of a riverside 
walk, in spite of community support and ringfenced Local Authority 
funding)   Landowner has undue influence on economic activity  (E.g 
Fracking proposals/ Eviction of tenant farmers/ Eviction of 
longstanding domestic tenants  Local Council & planners 
influenced by powerful interests.   

Yes

6874558358 171394175 2018‐05‐11 13:46:40 2018‐05‐11 13:47:39 Yes

6874445664 171394175 2018‐05‐11 11:21:57 2018‐05‐11 11:43:53 Yes Yes Many areas of Scotland benefit from ownership by a smaller number of people because these people have the means to invest into the countryside without any meaningful return. These areas are as beautiful as they are down to the owners investing their 
own money into the estates with very little financial reward. Should these areas be owned by communities the business case would be very dubious and would most likely require heavily subsidised backing from taxpayers money. People can enjoy the beauty 
of these areas, they are fully accessible to the public. There may be other areas where there might be more of a business case but that would then require cherry picking which is hardly a beneficial situation for a developed country like Scotland.  Other 
benefits include environmental. The current owners in the large part invest heavily into their estates to give environmental benefits to the public at their own cost. For example, they may cull the deer in order natural regeneration can occur in over‐grazed 
areas. This is a financial cost as the income received usually does not cover the expenditure required. The public get the benefit of a more balanced habitat rather than an over‐grazed hillside.

Yes In the remote areas of Western Scotland, 
specifically Inverness‐Shire, there are 
vast areas of stunning mountains 
enjoyed by thousands of tourists and 
hillwalkers every year. There are large 
numbers of deer which need to be culled 
so that the health of the herd can be 
maintained and so enjoyed by the public 
but also habitat diversity is maintained. 
Landowners are also investing in fences 
and planting to create new forestry 
schemes of native species which not 
only enhances habitat diversity but also 
plays a role in carbon consumption. I 
have personal experience in both of the 
above and know that they cost more than 
any income that is produced and the 
benefits to the wider public good are 
plain to see.

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Yes

6872247312 171394175 2018‐05‐09 15:19:23 2018‐05‐09 15:23:12 Yes Don't know No

6872196356 171394175 2018‐05‐09 14:48:39 2018‐05‐09 14:49:44 Yes Yes No Yes

6870552403 171394175 2018‐05‐08 9:33:10 2018‐05‐08 9:33:27 Yes

6868589784 171394175 2018‐05‐06 11:19:27 2018‐05‐06 11:22:48 Yes No No Yes Yes



6863528487 171394175 2018‐05‐02 9:35:59 2018‐05‐02 9:36:16 Yes

6863489847 171394175 2018‐05‐02 8:53:54 2018‐05‐02 8:55:44 Yes Yes Yes Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Yes Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No No Tend to 
disagree

Tend to disagree Strongly disagree

6860553111 171394175 2018‐04‐30 15:05:00 2018‐04‐30 15:09:02 Yes No No

6858814157 171394175 2018‐04‐28 18:15:53 2018‐04‐28 18:16:30 Yes

6858694882 171394175 2018‐04‐28 15:28:10 2018‐04‐28 15:30:16 Yes No No Yes Yes Yes North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree

6855831392 171394175 2018‐04‐26 19:48:37 2018‐04‐26 19:51:37 Yes Yes Give local area a community focus ie a central focal point where community and land owners have strong links and this leads tp promotion of an area and community benefits from branding for product sales or tourism promotion  Yes

6849205869 171394175 2018‐04‐24 11:08:33 2018‐04‐24 11:29:57 Yes

6849081699 171394175 2018‐04‐24 10:08:04 2018‐04‐24 10:42:24 Yes Yes Many of the large land holdings are extremely unproductive, not through any fault of the land owner, but due to the severe limitations imposed on the units by geography, geology, topography, and climate. It takes a huge area of this type of ground to provide 
any sort of living or employment for a person. Most of these units are heavily subsidised by rich men, at a substantial loss. Much better than being heavily subsidised by the tax payer. Effectively, in effect, the only use for much of this ground is for field sports, 
and by nature this requires large land holdings. 

Yes The only remotely economic use of much 
of Scotland'spoor quality land is for field 
sports, and possibly a little for forestry, 
though we have already seen what 
misguided forestry has done in some 
areas ( Flow Country? ). Nor has mass  
afforestation provided long term 
employment in remote areas. Quite the 
reverse in fact. Why saddle the tax payer 
with the cost of these large uneconomic 
units for no benefits.    Habituated Black 
houses have not disappeared for no 
reason....

Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

Yes

6847101657 171394175 2018‐04‐23 17:02:31 2018‐04‐23 17:02:38 Yes

6846428807 171394175 2018‐04‐23 13:31:21 2018‐04‐23 13:34:40 Yes No No Yes Gathering of small estates in Sutherland by very wealthy 
individual/s. too much control in one persons hands.  Wealthy 
individual is able to spend money to stop development in the 
planning process, call the shots in the community as owns 
homes/livelihoods. Concentration of power.

Yes

6844716003 171394175 2018‐04‐22 11:50:27 2018‐04‐22 11:52:09 Yes Yes Stability and long‐term husbandry No Don't Know No Tend to 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to disagree

6843694504 171394175 2018‐04‐21 13:01:09 2018‐04‐21 13:01:51 Yes

6843629215 171394175 2018‐04‐21 11:36:35 2018‐04‐21 11:40:07 Yes Yes Big spaces, national parks etc. We run a small remote restaurant and a lot of guests come to explore the big open 'wilderness' So to a extent there is benefits. Yes

6841969562 171394175 2018‐04‐20 16:07:40 2018‐04‐20 16:08:37 Yes

6841894427 171394175 2018‐04‐20 15:43:20 2018‐04‐20 15:43:32 Yes

6841888648 171394175 2018‐04‐20 15:41:06 2018‐04‐20 15:42:12 Yes Don't know Yes

6841887845 171394175 2018‐04‐20 15:40:39 2018‐04‐20 15:41:14 Yes

6836817953 171394175 2018‐04‐18 19:57:16 2018‐04‐18 20:03:27 Yes Yes Benefits to the land owners on terms of power status and lifestyle. Tenants have little power and can be squeezed out.  No

6833215189 171394175 2018‐04‐17 17:26:44 2018‐04‐17 17:27:21 No

6829275892 171394175 2018‐04‐16 12:10:03 2018‐04‐16 12:11:12 Yes Don't know Yes No No

6829274199 171394175 2018‐04‐16 12:09:43 2018‐04‐16 12:09:52 Yes

6828999845 171394175 2018‐04‐16 9:30:46 2018‐04‐26 21:54:30 Yes

6824063581 171394175 2018‐04‐13 10:32:55 2018‐04‐13 10:38:34 Yes Yes No Yes Yes Not applicable No

6824061332 171394175 2018‐04‐13 10:31:00 2018‐04‐13 10:31:26 Yes

6822247491 171394175 2018‐04‐12 17:23:13 2018‐04‐12 17:26:10 Yes

6821209474 171394175 2018‐04‐12 9:55:29 2018‐04‐12 10:04:40 Yes Yes When applied properly, there is a far greater opportunity to manage wildlife habitat on a landscape scale. Fragmented ownership makes it incredibly difficult to achieve and massively increases the cost to the public purse.   The ability to amalgamate many 
marginal management activities into an operational plan that will provide continuous employment for specialist contractors that is rarely possible in a mixed ownership. e.g. 

Yes No No Neither agree 
nor disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to disagree

6816446347 171394175 2018‐04‐10 17:36:39 2018‐04‐10 17:36:54 Yes

6815955089 171394175 2018‐04‐10 15:00:05 2018‐04‐10 15:01:14 Yes Don't know No

6815557774 171394175 2018‐04‐10 12:10:18 2018‐04‐10 12:10:40 Yes

6812807997 171394175 2018‐04‐09 13:52:02 2018‐04‐09 13:57:18 Yes Yes Economies of Scale. Community focussed, benevolent landowners able to manage estates for public benefit at large scale No Yes Reverse of above. Absent, disinterested owners may be resistant to 
change, community aspirations, stifling progress.

Yes

6812429298 171394175 2018‐04‐09 10:20:28 2018‐04‐09 10:21:31 Yes No No

6809144678 171394175 2018‐04‐06 20:45:37 2018‐04‐06 20:49:34 Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Strongly 
disagree

Strongly agree



6809140406 171394175 2018‐04‐06 20:43:41 2018‐04‐06 20:46:45 Yes Yes Yes

6808522703 171394175 2018‐04‐06 16:36:47 2018‐04‐06 16:37:17 Yes

6808407897 171394175 2018‐04‐06 15:55:13 2018‐04‐06 16:01:25 Yes Yes The social and economic needs of the communities can be addressed at a local level. The same with environmental issues.   Investment can be targeted where it is needed to maintain sustainable communities.  Yes

6808362616 171394175 2018‐04‐06 15:39:27 2018‐04‐06 15:42:08 Yes Yes Yes Highlands a public body Yes No Tend to 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Tend to disagree

6808332468 171394175 2018‐04‐06 15:27:50 2018‐04‐06 15:29:10 Yes Yes Employment, Infrastucure, Investment. Yes

6808295746 171394175 2018‐04‐06 15:14:20 2018‐04‐06 15:20:19 Yes Yes can mean no cost to public purse  co‐ordinated approach to environmental issues  generous approach to access of land and management of it   Yes open access to sea loch shoreline  use 
of land for school and charity events  
deer control co‐ordinated with ADMG 
guidance  private owner carries costs

Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes charity event in private garden  shore often used by campers and 
cleaned up by owner

Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes can lead to jealousy    No Strongly 
disagree

Tend to agree Strongly disagree

6808270705 171394175 2018‐04‐06 15:04:34 2018‐04‐06 15:12:04 Yes Yes ability to employ rangers, co‐ordinated deer control, enough land to offer plenty of access and in some cases for well managed path networks  extensive environmental strategy Yes   plenty of easy access  co‐ordinated 
deer control working within ADMG 
directives  sea water loch side not 
fenced off, so available for all to use

Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes private garden available for school use and charity events Argyll and Bute a private 
individual or 
business

Yes can create a feeling of jealousy No

6808237466 171394175 2018‐04‐06 14:52:23 2018‐04‐06 14:52:41 Yes

6808227360 171394175 2018‐04‐06 14:48:09 2018‐04‐06 14:50:18 Yes Yes Yes Highlands a private 
individual or 
business

No No No Strongly 
disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree

6807885029 171394175 2018‐04‐06 12:03:54 2018‐04‐06 12:04:21 Yes

6806562067 171394175 2018‐04‐05 20:49:26 2018‐04‐06 11:40:09 Yes No The only benefits are if the owners/occupiers actually use the land effectively for farming, for instance, and if there are ongoing improvements to the quality of the land and how it is used and operated for the benefit of the local community and the country as 
a whole. 

No Yes Lack of investment in land quality improvement by crofting 
landlords‐‐‐croft land not being utilised at all by tenants and 
allowed to revert to reeds and bog.   No tree planting because it is 
"a waste of good grazing" but said grazing depletes the land of any 
possible re vitalising of the natural vegetation and trees which 
would provide shelter and land improvement for cattle and 
possibly sheep.   Total lack of proper control of increasing deer 
population‐‐‐wolves (very controversial idea I know) could be 
introduced in some areas rather than having the total lack of 
control that there is in some areas of the increasing deer 
population as they have no natural predators

Yes land that  Not worth it ‐‐they are not open to improvement Yes

6806289127 171394175 2018‐04‐05 19:10:33 2018‐04‐05 19:11:10 Yes

6805798580 171394175 2018‐04‐05 16:23:29 2018‐04‐05 16:24:07 Yes

6805521624 171394175 2018‐04‐05 14:44:56 2018‐04‐05 14:56:22 Yes Yes local employment to one/few businesses. owners are usually wealthy and invest lots into the area and encourage tourism etc. No No I don't see any disadvantages.  Yes

6805373493 171394175 2018‐04‐05 13:56:42 2018‐04‐05 14:10:08 Yes No There are beautiful landscapes and productive patches within land owned and controlled by a small number of people, however these benefits are minor compared to what they could be if the land was in community ownership. Other benefits such as the 
right to roam have come about due to public pressure and despite the wishes of large land owners.

No Yes Erratic decision‐making. No community consultation in decisions. 
Decisions that undermine the fabric of community. Long‐standing 
(multi‐generational) community members with no security to 
remain. Sub‐standard housing stock. Repairs to houses not carried 
out despite repeated requests. Unhealthy, damp, fungus‐filled 
houses. Creative people with a hope to make something of 
themselves in the place moving out again and again as they 
realise what they are up against. Unlived in 'heritage' prioritised 
over community, when both should be a priority. Grant monies (for 
building repairs, path‐making, environmental projects etc accruing 
to the wealthy owners of thousands of acres rather than the 
common good. Ongoing practices of primogeniture mean even the 
laird's siblings do not receive a share of the estate. Arbitrary 
change of use, removal of storage areas, removal of garden areas, 
removal of access, change of parking and other general worsening 
of conditions carried out without consultation. Results of 
consultations that were carried out by external bodies never made 
public to community despite being told this would be the case. 
Lack of transparency, lack of clarity, and a feeling of 
disempowerment as standard due to the poor practices and 
attitudes described above. Staff of the estate fired without good reason

Yes

6805178336 171394175 2018‐04‐05 12:21:10 2018‐04‐05 12:21:20 Yes

6804988871 171394175 2018‐04‐05 10:07:58 2018‐04‐05 10:09:22 Yes Yes Yes

6803099324 171394175 2018‐04‐04 17:10:42 2018‐04‐04 17:14:48 Yes Yes Large tracts of Scotland, particularly the Highlands are agriculturally or economically very poor. they wont sustain any economic activity other than perhaps some sporting undertakings that themselves depend on scale for their success. if we dilute the 
ownership beyond a certain level, we negate the ability to undertake any economically viable use of the land

Yes Yes Yes

6803044035 171394175 2018‐04‐04 16:52:57 2018‐04‐04 16:53:06 Yes

6802856971 171394175 2018‐04‐04 15:53:21 2018‐04‐04 15:55:17 Yes Don't know Yes North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes

6800426067 171394175 2018‐04‐03 17:46:08 2018‐04‐03 18:19:53 Yes Yes The land can be managed more efficiently and productively and can also can be more beneficial to the environment.  Yes

6800335777 171394175 2018‐04‐03 17:18:43 2018‐04‐03 17:19:13 Yes

6800316286 171394175 2018‐04‐03 17:13:15 2018‐04‐03 17:13:25 Yes

6800148749 171394175 2018‐04‐03 16:22:21 2018‐04‐03 16:23:01 Yes

6799945911 171394175 2018‐04‐03 15:20:09 2018‐04‐03 15:31:06 Yes Yes The biggest benefit is that the tax payer is not having to foot the bill for maintaining the amenities and  employment  in these areas.    Yes Both my husband and myself have been 
born and brought up and worked and 
now rent a house on shooting estates 
and have had a wonderlife. 

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

Yes

6799377436 171394175 2018‐04‐03 10:59:51 2018‐04‐03 11:01:24 Yes Yes More employment and the look of the landscape in Scotland  Yes

6799198894 171394175 2018‐04‐03 8:54:32 2018‐04‐03 8:54:55 Yes

6798333814 171394175 2018‐04‐02 22:20:03 2018‐04‐02 22:21:32 Yes Yes Yes East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

No

6797498671 171394175 2018‐04‐02 16:31:30 2018‐04‐02 16:31:50 Yes

6795053791 171394175 2018‐03‐31 10:58:33 2018‐03‐31 11:30:41 Yes Don't know This cannot be a YES/ No answer because there are two issues that I have experienced and which show a benefit and a major disadvantage of large scale land ownership.    The benefit is where the owner is resident on the land and actively involved in the 
management and long term sustainability and planning of the 'business'.    The problem is where the management has been passed to an outside agency that has no long term vested interest in how the land, and the business is made sustainable and 
capable of engaging with the local community.    Where the management of an estate is transferred to a management company, long term environmental and economic sustainability cease to be priority and are replaced with targets that are concentrate on 
short term gains that seldom create long term employment or new business opportunities  .

Yes

6791720565 171394175 2018‐03‐29 16:08:08 2018‐03‐29 16:10:10 Yes No No Benefits to locals.  No

6791002968 171394175 2018‐03‐29 10:06:22 2018‐03‐29 10:13:48 Yes Yes Yes North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

Yes



6791002009 171394175 2018‐03‐29 9:16:11 2018‐03‐29 10:05:44 Yes

6790925951 171394175 2018‐03‐29 8:59:12 2018‐03‐30 14:31:46 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

6790774832 171394175 2018‐03‐29 6:40:26 2018‐03‐29 6:41:09 Yes

6789060874 171394175 2018‐03‐28 16:16:41 2018‐03‐28 16:17:13 Yes

6788296603 171394175 2018‐03‐28 10:33:39 2018‐03‐28 14:31:41 Yes Yes Potentially, in that large scale landscape / biodiversity protection / enhancement could be achieved. This of course assumes that the owner was supportive of such issues and wished to undertake such actions. No Yes If the landowner is unsympathetic / unresponsive to issues of 
public good / environmental benefit then clearly the opportunity to 
gain public or societal benefit from land is diminished

Yes

6788203163 171394175 2018‐03‐28 9:27:40 2018‐03‐28 9:30:48 Yes Yes It is more straightforward to have communication with the community if only one or a few owners are managing an area. Yes

6788049441 171394175 2018‐03‐28 7:23:25 2018‐03‐28 7:24:47 Yes

6788041011 171394175 2018‐03‐28 7:17:18 2018‐03‐28 7:17:35 Yes

6788037902 171394175 2018‐03‐28 7:14:10 2018‐03‐28 7:16:23 Yes No No No Yes

6787269044 171394175 2018‐03‐27 22:37:41 2018‐03‐27 22:38:43 Yes

6786689463 171394175 2018‐03‐27 19:19:15 2018‐03‐27 19:19:30 Yes

6785682560 171394175 2018‐03‐27 14:13:09 2018‐03‐27 14:13:24 Yes

6785517817 171394175 2018‐03‐27 13:03:50 2018‐03‐27 13:05:21 Yes

6783845605 171394175 2018‐03‐26 19:58:20 2018‐03‐26 20:02:31 Yes Yes Larger area heritage protection and policy. Often protection from small scale diverse commercialistic development. Often higher wealth input and tax write off funding from wealthy individuals which otherwise would not flow into area without damaging and 
narrow interest development. 

Yes

6782574204 171394175 2018‐03‐26 11:50:33 2018‐03‐26 11:50:42 Yes

6782356630 171394175 2018‐03‐26 9:26:05 2018‐03‐26 9:26:24 Yes

6782210080 171394175 2018‐03‐26 7:32:30 2018‐03‐26 7:34:12 Yes No No Yes No

6781026071 171394175 2018‐03‐25 7:05:05 2018‐03‐25 7:38:37 Yes No benefits in our village No Yes Lack of interest or investment by landowner for decades.   Lately 
without any prior consultation with community plans announced 
for a massive wind farm.

Yes Not applicable South west Scotland (South 
Lanarkshire, South and East 
Ayrshire, Dumfries and 
Galloway)

a private individual or 
business

No Strongly agree Strongly agree

6780784098 171394175 2018‐03‐25 0:21:36 2018‐03‐25 0:27:32 Yes Yes Yes North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private 
individual or 
business

No Yes Yes No North east Scotland 
(Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire 
and Moray)

a private individual or 
business

Yes No North east 
Scotland 
(Aberdeen, 
Aberdeenshir
e and Moray)

a private 
individual 
or business

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree

6780483207 171394175 2018‐03‐24 18:30:54 2018‐03‐24 18:36:45 Yes No No Yes Land availability for housing. Yes No availability of land for housing where I have always lived and work. Yes Forestry commission scotland one of the worSt absentee 
landlords. 

Argyll and Bute a public body Yes Transport Scotland threat to 
our business,  that if we do not 
buy the land at hugely inflated 
price theye might close our 
business down.

Yes Argyll and 
Bute

a public 
body

Strongly agree Strongly agree Strongly agree

6779386502 171394175 2018‐03‐23 22:45:38 2018‐03‐23 22:56:15 Yes No No Yes obstruct sustainable community development  Yes

6779126603 171394175 2018‐03‐23 20:42:46 2018‐03‐23 20:43:36 Yes

6778884775 171394175 2018‐03‐23 19:02:24 2018‐03‐23 19:05:43 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Neither agree 
nor disagree

Neither agree nor 
disagree

Strongly disagree

6778529197 171394175 2018‐03‐23 16:53:07 2018‐03‐23 16:57:49 Yes Yes It is possible to find examples ‐ both historical and contemporary ‐ of far‐sighted environmental, economic and developmental policies that were implemented over large territories by individuals or families. The tree planting policies of the
for example, echoed more recently by the re‐planting of Glenfeshie, are two examples of positive environmental changes implemented by individuals of wealth and little accountability. Historically, and depending on the families and individuals, these private 
landowners have attempted to institute economic improvement for the benefit of the wider communities that lived on the land although these efforts were not always seen as a benefit by the communities attempt to turn Lewis into a 
productive fishing and canning plant was essentially rejected by islanders who wished to see land reform and not be dependent upon the largesse of individual landowners on principle.  So, it is possible to trace benefits, but the heritable system means that 
this is not a product of that system as such, but rather the product of individual actions.

No

6778133346 171394175 2018‐03‐23 14:36:30 2018‐03‐23 14:36:47 Yes

6777830824 171394175 2018‐03‐23 12:13:22 2018‐03‐23 12:13:44 Yes

6777800916 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:54:31 2018‐03‐23 11:54:42 Yes

6777790951 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:47:48 2018‐03‐23 11:48:09 Yes

6777788933 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:46:33 2018‐03‐23 11:46:49 Yes

6777768202 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:32:40 2018‐03‐23 11:32:55 Yes

6777760312 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:27:20 2018‐03‐23 11:56:36 Yes Yes Economies of scale. A great extent of Scotland is made up of poor land and it is not viable to manage when split up into small areas, be it farming, deer management etc.   Large swathes of land when owned by a limited few can lead to the faster action of 
improvements be it social, community or environmental as there are fewer challenges to overcome from additional parties. These landowners often assist with these improvements to the local communities and the environment by donating their land use and 
additional services at no cost, which may not be possible otherwise.

Yes Leasing of local halls to communities at 
peppercorn rent or rent free.  Assisting 
local communities during creation of 
core paths and other access routes, 
simplifying the procedure.  Rent free 
broadband mast sites for local 
communities.   Being able to offer 
farming opportunities to 'young farmers' 
be it through tenancies or contract 
farming.  Deer Management. Due to deer 
herds moving many miles at times it is 
far easier to manage these species 
when a large areas of land is controlled 
by one party.  Being able to designate 
large areas into environmental schemes 
which has a positive widescale impact 

East central Scotland (Fife, 
Dundee, Perth and Kinross, 
Angus)

a private 
individual or 
business

No

6777751964 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:21:30 2018‐03‐23 11:21:43 Yes
on nature.

ending on familes



6777750376 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:20:21 2018‐03‐23 11:20:34 Yes

6777744279 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:15:43 2018‐03‐23 11:17:35 Yes No No Yes Yes Yes

6777743488 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:15:27 2018‐03‐23 11:17:20 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes a charity No

6777730595 171394175 2018‐03‐23 11:05:58 2018‐03‐23 11:06:21 Yes

6776803702 171394175 2018‐03‐22 23:05:54 2018‐03‐22 23:08:41 Yes

6776510755 171394175 2018‐03‐22 21:04:01 2018‐03‐22 21:04:50 Yes

6775879256 171394175 2018‐03‐22 17:18:03 2018‐03‐22 17:22:53 Yes

6775784066 171394175 2018‐03‐22 16:53:13 2018‐03‐22 16:53:23 Yes

6774957761 171394175 2018‐03‐22 11:14:33 2018‐03‐22 11:14:54 Yes

6774872702 171394175 2018‐03‐22 10:19:47 2018‐03‐22 10:19:59 Yes




