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At SLE, our vision is to have the true value 

and contribution of rural land-based 

businesses recognised and valued, both 

publicly and politically.  

We do this by championing and supporting 

rural businesses that provide economic, 

social and environmental benefit to the 

countryside. 

From campsites to community owners to 

country estates, our members represent a 

diverse community who are passionate 

about rural Scotland, and we’ve acted as 

their voice for over 100 years.  

Our members have a vital role to play too, 

and we encourage you to engage with your 

local politicians, whether that be MSPs, 

MPs and councillors.  

This guide will help you take advantage of 

the various opportunities to campaign for 

rural success.  

Introduction 

Why should you campaign? 

MSPs, MPs and Councillors are elected by 

you, their constituents. Therefore, a 

fundamental part of their role is to represent 

your interests and address any concerns you 

have in their constituency/ward. 

 

By engaging with your MSP, MP or 

Councillor, you can alert them to issues in 

their constituency, you can let them know 

about your business and the positive impact 

it has in their constituency/ward, and you 

can encourage them to act on your behalf.  

 

Calum Kerr MP visiting Bowhill Estate 

 



 

3 

Who should you campaign? 

Firstly, you need to decide who you need to 

engage with.  

In Scotland, each person is represented by 

eight Members of the Scottish Parliament 

(MSP), one Member of Parliament (MP) and 

three or four local Councillors, depending on 

where you live.  

These representatives are responsible for a 

wide range of different powers. 

• MSPs are responsible for all matters 

devolved to the Scottish Parliament, 

including agriculture, fisheries, forestry, 

housing and land use planning. 

 

 

 

• MPs are responsible for powers which 

are reserved at Westminster, including 

immigration, foreign policy and trade.  

• Councillors are responsible for local 

services and policy, such as planning, 

education services, transport and 

infrastructure. 

 

A full list of devolved powers can be found 

on the Scottish Parliament website. 

Further information on Local authorities can 

be found on this Scottish Government 

factsheet. 

The Scottish Parliament 

http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/Education/18642.aspx
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/local-authorities-factsheet/
https://beta.gov.scot/publications/local-authorities-factsheet/
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What can my local politicians do for me? 

MSPs can support you by: 

• Questioning the Scottish 

Government through Written or 

Oral Questions 

• Questioning the First Minister at 

First Minister’s Questions  

• Lodging a Parliamentary Motion 

• Raising issues at Scottish 

Parliament Committee meetings 

• Introducing a Bill 

• Submitting an amendment to a Bill 

• Speaking in a Parliamentary 

Debate  

MPs can support you by: 

• Asking a Parliamentary Question 

• Introducing a Private Member’s 

Bill 

• Lodging an Early Day Motion  

Councillors can support you by: 

• Raising your concerns at council 

committee meetings 

• Responding to queries and 

investigating your concerns 

Good relationships with your local representatives are vital for your 

own business, as well as for the rural sector as a whole. 

Fergus Ewing MSP attending the opening of Blair Castle 

hydro-electric scheme. 
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How to find your local politicians? 

There are several different ways for you to find out how represents you: 

• Scottish Parliament MSP Finder – Enter your postcode to find out which constituency 

you live in and which 8 MSPs represent you. 

• UK Parliament MP Finder - Enter your postcode to find out which constituency you 

live in and which MP represent you 

• Find your local councillors - Enter your postcode to find out which council area you 

live in and follow the link to the relevant website. 

• They Work For You – A very useful website which can help you locate the MP and 8 

MSP’s representing you. Enter your postcode for a full list, in addition to detailed in-

formation on the recent votes and debates which your representative’s have taken 

part in.  

• Write To Them - Enter your postcode for a full list of which Councillors, MP, MSPs and 

MEPs represent you. This website does not provide direct contact details for your rep-

resentatives, but you can contact them directly through a webform. 

• COSLA – this website provides links to all 32 Scottish local Authorities  

Houses of Parliament  

http://www.parliament.scot/mspfinder/index.html
https://www.parliament.uk/mps-lords-and-offices/mps/
https://www.gov.uk/find-your-local-councillors
https://www.theyworkforyou.com/
https://www.writetothem.com/
http://www.cosla.gov.uk/
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What can you do? 

Send a letter or email 

As we mentioned above, contact details 

for elected representatives are now readily 

available online, making it easy for you to 

get in touch with them.  

Politicians receive a huge amount of 

correspondence every day, so remember 

to keep it short, concise and relevant. If 

you are looking for them to take a 

particular course of action, then state that 

clearly. 

MSPs, MPs and Councillors are elected by 

you to represent you and your business, so 

make it clear at the outset that you are 

one of their constituents.  

If you manage a business or estate in their 

constituency, it’s useful to highlight the 

economic, social and environment benefits 

you provide. An example of this could be 

the number of jobs your business 

supports, the number of homes you let or 

the number of local businesses you 

provide support to. Remember to be 

concise.  

Make sure you include your own contact 

details on your letter or email so they can 

get in touch with you for more information 

if necessary and inform you of how they 

plan to address your concerns.  

Checklist for your letter or email: 

• Your contact details 

• Clear heading to highlight the topic of 

your correspondence 

• Introductory paragraph, identifying 

yourself as a constituent and setting 

out the positive impact you and your 

business has in their constituency 

• Concise and positive message to 

explain why you are getting in touch 

with them. 

• Clearly set out what you are asking 

them to do on your behalf. 

• Ask a question to help prompt a reply. 

If you don’t get a response to your letter, 

it’s always good to follow it up with a 

phone call to their constituency office to 

discuss the matter with them directly. For 

MSPs, this is best on a Monday or Friday. 

Scottish Parliament business days run from 

Tuesday to Thursday.   
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Meet with your MSP, MP or Councillor at 

their local surgery 

If you want to build a stronger relationship 

with your local representatives, the most 

effective way can often be to arrange a 

face-to-face meeting.  

There are several opportunities for you to 

do so, such as visiting them at their local 

surgery, inviting them to visit your business 

or estate, or inviting them to local events.  

Before you meet with your MSP, MP or 

Councillor, it can be very useful to research 

any debates they contributed to, 

amendments they have made to Bills, or 

any motions they have submitted. This will 

give you an idea of the issues and causes 

they feel strongly about. You can find out 

more about their work via the links above 

in the “Who should you campaign?” 

section. 

Some politicians will ask you to make an 

appointment in advance whilst others will 

have an open surgery on a first-come-first-

served basis. We would advise you contact 

their constituency office in advance to find 

out how they operate.  

Begin by telling them about who you are, 

where you live in their constituency and 

the positive contribution your rural 

business or estate makes to their 

constituency. Once you have explained 

who you are, be clear and concise about 

why you are meeting with them, what 

action you would like them to take and 

why. 

If you have any written information on 

your business or on the points you are 

making, then take these to the meeting to 

give to your politician. 

The timeframe for appointments at 

surgery meetings can often be very short, 

so be succinct with your message.  

Checklist for meeting at a local surgery: 

• Call their constituency office or check 

their website in advance to find out if 

you need to book an appointment 

• Prepare a very brief overview of the 

economic, social and environment 

benefits you and your business 

provides in their constituency, using 

data and statistics where possible. 

• Make it clear that you are their 

constituent  

• State clearly what action you would 

like them to take and how they can 

support you. 

• Let them know you are a member of 

Scottish Land & Estates 

• After your meeting, get in touch with 

them to thank them for their time 

and reiterate how they can support 

you. 
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Invite your MSP, MP or Councillor to visit 

your rural business or estate  

Whilst sending a letter or meeting with 

your representatives at their surgery are 

incredibly useful, another great way to 

build a strong relationship with your local 

politicians is to invite them to visit your 

rural business or estate. 

This will allow them to see first-hand the 

positive contribution from your business or 

estate and any issues or concerns you 

have.  

We recommend that you begin the visit 

with a short presentation on your estate or 

business, explaining the various ways you 

have a positive impact on their 

constituency. 

Take time to carefully plan what you would 

like to show them, and if you’re going 

somewhere muddy or remote, make sure 

you tell them in advance, so they can dress 

appropriately.  

 

Checklist for inviting your representative to 

your estate or business: 

• Prepare a presentation in advance, 

clearly explaining the positive 

contribution your business has on 

their constituency  

• Make it clear that you are their 

constituent  

• Give them prior notice of what the 

visit will cover and what you plan to 

discuss 

• State clearly what action you would 

like them to take and how they can 

support you. 

• Let them know you are a member of 

Scottish Land & Estates 

• After your meeting, get in touch with 

them to thank them for their time 

and reiterate how they can support 

you. 

 

 

Luke Graham MP meeting with SLE constituents 
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Respond to public consultations 

SLE’s policy team respond to a wide range 

of local and national consultations on our 

members behalf.  

The majority of these are public 

consultations and are therefore open for 

SLE members to provide their own 

individual response.  

Whilst large organisations such as SLE can 

have a powerful voice by representing 

large groups of citizens, you as an 

individual business can also have a very 

powerful impact on a consultation by 

submitting your own specific thoughts and 

experience in a response.  

Our policy team at HQ can provide support 

and advice if you are interested in 

submitting your own response to a 

consultation. 

Further reading: 

• Scottish Government consultations 

can be found on their consultation 

hub here. 

• You can find SLE’s consultation 

responses on our website here.  

How SLE can help 

Scottish Land & Estates’ communications 

team can provide you with additional 

support and advice, such as who your 

elected representatives are and how best 

to approach them. 

Contact SLE’s head office on 0131 653 

5400 for further details. 

It would be helpful to SLE if you could let 

us know of any campaigning you carry out 

with your local politicians, so we can make 

sure we can reference it in our meetings 

with elected representatives and support 

your work where possible. 

https://consult.gov.scot/
https://www.scottishlandandestates.co.uk/our-work/our-consultation-responses
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Notes 

What is the Lobbying Register? 

The Scottish Lobbying Register came into 

force on Monday 12 March 2018, meaning 

all regulated lobbying activity must be 

registered on Scotland’s Lobbying Register. 

Guidance on the Lobbying Register can be 

found here: www.parliament.scot/

lobbying  

 

How are laws made in the Scottish 

Parliament? 

Scotland’s legislative process covers five 

stages, encouraging public engagement at 

various key opportunities to help shape a 

Bill. 

To find out more, please visit: 

www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/

Education/18641.aspx  

 

How do Committees work in the Scottish 

Parliament? 

Committees play a key role in the Scottish 

Parliament by scrutinising the work of the 

Scottish Government, examining 

legislation and conducting inquiries on a 

wide range of topics. 

To find out more, please visit: 

www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/

Education/18643.aspx  

What are Parliamentary Questions? 

Parliamentary questions can be asked by 

any MSP to the Scottish Government. They 

offer an opportunity for MSPs to request 

fact or statistics from the Scottish 

Government, or to press for a response on 

a particular issue. 

To find out more, please visit: 

www.parliament.scot/

parliamentarybusiness/32115.aspx  

 

What are Motions? 

Motions allow MSPs to highlight local 

issues and achievements, and to initiate 

debate on a particular topic. Once lodged, 

other MSPs can add their name to the 

motion as a show of support. 

To find out more, please visit: 

www.parliament.scot/

parliamentarybusiness/32115.aspx  

http://www.parliament.scot/lobbying
http://www.parliament.scot/lobbying
http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/Education/18641.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/Education/18641.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/Education/18643.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/visitandlearn/Education/18643.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/32115.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/32115.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/32115.aspx
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/32115.aspx

