
Summary of financial support to business in Scotland 

Scheme What's covered  How to access 

Generic Support 

DigitalBoost 

Development Grant 

Fund 

This £10m fund is open to Scottish businesses 

to help them do more with digital in these 

challenging times. Funded by The Scottish 

Government in conjunction with Business 

Gateway and its DigitalBoost programme. 

Businesses who are VAT registered can apply 

for grants of up to £25K. For VAT registered 

businesses all VAT costs are 

excluded from the grant sum awarded. 

Businesses who are not VAT registered can 

apply for grants of up to 5K. 

Applications will be processed on a first come, 

first served basis. 

Visit the DigitalBoost 

Grant website for 

further information and to 

make an application. 

SDS Apprenticeship 

Employer Grant 

A new Apprenticeship Employer Grant has 

been made available to further support 

employers when taking on Modern or Graduate 

Apprentices within their business.  

Visit the 

Apprenticeships.scot 

website for 

further information.  

Strategic Framework 

Business Fund 

If your business is required to close by law or 

to significantly change its operations due to 

COVID-19 restrictions from 2 November 2020, 

you may be eligible to apply for grant funding. 

See if your business is 

eligible. 

Island Equivalent 

Fund 

Grants are available to island businesses on the 

same basis as offered through the Strategic 

Framework Business Fund to eligible mainland 

businesses while in Level 4, as well as the 

hospitality, retail and leisure top up payment. 

Payments are subject to the same terms and 

conditions as the Strategic Framework 

Business Fund. 

Further information can be 
found here. 

Coronavirus Job 

Retention Scheme 

Workers across the United Kingdom will 

benefit from increased support with a five-

month extension of the furlough scheme until 

the end of April 2021. Employees receive 80% 

of their current salary for hours not worked. 

Check if you can claim for 

your employees' wages 

through the Coronavirus 

Job Retention Scheme. 

The Kickstart 

Scheme 

The Kickstart Scheme provides funding to 

employers to create new 6-month job 

placements for young people who are currently 

You can find information 

on this scheme at Gov.uk 

https://www.digitalboostdevelopmentgrant.co.uk/
https://www.digitalboostdevelopmentgrant.co.uk/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/for-employers/apprenticeship-employer-grant/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/for-employers/apprenticeship-employer-grant/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/for-employers/apprenticeship-employer-grant/
https://www.apprenticeships.scot/for-employers/apprenticeship-employer-grant/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/pages/eligibility/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-strategic-framework-business-fund/pages/eligibility/
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/island-equivalent-payment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wage-costs-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/kickstart-scheme#guidance-about-the-kickstart-scheme-for-employers
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/kickstart-scheme#guidance-about-the-kickstart-scheme-for-employers
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on Universal Credit and at risk of long-term 

unemployment. 

This is part of the government's Plan for 

Jobs and aims to create hundreds and thousands 

of new, fully funded jobs across England, 

Scotland and Wales.  

Young people can find out 

more about the Kickstart 

Scheme at the jobhelp site. 

Digital Enablement 

Loan 

The Digital Development Loan is a Scottish 

Government initiative to help improve 

Scotland’s digital productivity. It is available to 

Scottish SMEs, who have been trading at least 

6 months to help meet upfront costs of 

improving digital use. 

• Borrow between £5,000 – £100,000 

• Interest free 

• Up to 5 years repayment terms 

• No early repayment fees 

• ScotGov funded 

Check eligibility and 

apply online. 

VAT reduction VAT in the hospitality and tourism sectors on 

food, accommodation and attractions will be 

cut from 20% to 5% as part of the 

Government’s three phased economic response 

to the COVID-19 crisis. 

The government  has extended the temporary 

15% VAT cut for the tourism and hospitality 

sectors to the end of September 2021. 

Read on for more 

information about this 

announcement.  

Bounce Back Loan 

Scheme 

Small businesses can apply for quick and easy-

to-access loans and borrow between £2,000 and 

£50,000 with the cash arriving within days. 

Loans will be 100% government backed for 

lenders, and businesses can apply online 

through a short and simple form. 

Businesses who took out a Bounce Back Loan 

will benefit from a new Pay as You Grow 

flexible repayment system. This will provide 

flexibility for firms repaying a Bounce Back 

Loan. 

Scheme extended for 

applications to until the 

end of March 2021. 

You cannot apply if 

you’re already claiming 

under the Coronavirus 

Business Interruption 

Loan Scheme (CBILS). 

The full rules of the 

scheme and guidance on 

how to apply is available 

on the British Business 

Bank website.  

Coronavirus 

Business 

Interruption Loan 

Scheme (CBILS) 

Government backed loans and other financial 

support up to £5 million provided by the British 

Business Bank via participating lenders. 

Interest-free for first 12 months. 

The UK Government has 

announced that the 

Coronavirus Business 

Interruption Loan Scheme 

https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/a-plan-for-jobs-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/a-plan-for-jobs-2020
https://jobhelp.campaign.gov.uk/kickstart/
https://jobhelp.campaign.gov.uk/kickstart/
https://jobhelp.campaign.gov.uk/kickstart/
https://digitaldevelopmentloan.org/
https://digitaldevelopmentloan.org/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-reduced-rate-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-attractions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-reduced-rate-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-attractions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/vat-reduced-rate-for-hospitality-holiday-accommodation-and-attractions
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-schemes/bounce-back-loans/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-schemes/bounce-back-loans/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-schemes/bounce-back-loans/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-schemes/bounce-back-loans/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-schemes/bounce-back-loans/
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will be extended until 31 

March 2021.  

The Coronavirus Business 

Interruption Loan Scheme. 

Business rates relief 1.6% rates relief for all occupied non-domestic 

properties in Scotland from 1 April 2020.  

100% rates relief for occupied retail, hospitality 

and leisure businesses from 1 April 2020. 

Extra reliefs will be available to non-domestic 

properties from 1 April 2020 to 31 March 

2021. 

Business rates relief - 

Applied automatically by 

local authorities.  

Income tax deferral Income tax self-assessment payments for the 

self-employed due on 31 July 2020 will be 

deferred until 31 January 2021. 

Automatic - no 

applications needed  

HMRC Time to Pay Support from HMRC for all businesses and 

self-employed people in financial distress, and 

with outstanding tax liabilities. Agreed on a 

case-by-case basis by HMRC, tailored to 

individual circumstances and liabilities. 

More information if you 

cannot pay your tax bill on 

time. 

Coronavirus 

Statutory Sick Pay 

Rebate Scheme  

The Coronavirus Statutory Sick Pay Rebate 

Scheme will repay employers the Statutory 

Sick Pay paid to current or former 

employees. Delivered via UK Government. 

Find out if you can use the 

Scheme to claim back 

employees' coronavirus-

related Statutory Sick Pay 

(SSP). 

COVID Corporate 

Financing Facility  

The Bank of England will buy short term debt 

from larger companies, allowing companies 

affected by a short-term funding squeeze to 

finance their short-term liabilities.  

Bank of England. Scheme 

is now available for 

applications. Read 

more from the Bank of 

England. 

Local Authority 

Discretionary Fund 

A £120 million fund will be distributed by local 

authorities (local councils) across Scotland. It 

will help with the short-term financial 

challenges being experienced by businesses. 

Eligibility for this fund is determined by local 

authorities, please check your local authority 

website. 

Please refer to your Local 

Authority website for 

application link. 

Tourism Sector 

https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils-2/
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/ourpartners/coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme-cbils-2/
https://www.mygov.scot/non-domestic-rates-coronavirus/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/defer-your-self-assessment-payment-on-account-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/defer-your-self-assessment-payment-on-account-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/difficulties-paying-hmrc
https://www.gov.uk/difficulties-paying-hmrc
https://www.gov.uk/difficulties-paying-hmrc
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-back-statutory-sick-pay-paid-to-employees-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/markets/covid-corporate-financing-facility
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/markets/covid-corporate-financing-facility
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The Scotland 

Inbound Tour 

Operators COVID-

19 Business Support 

and Continuity Fund 

The criteria for the Scotland Inbound Tour 

Operators – COVID-19 Business Support and 

Continuity Fund has widened and a new fund, 

the Scotland Day Tour Operators – COVID-19 

Business Support and Continuity Fund, has 

been introduced to support more Scotland-

based businesses in the tour operator sector 

critical to Scotland’s tourism economy. 

Due to the complexity and breadth of 

businesses within the sector, a two-strand 

approach to grant funding is necessary to meet 

the needs of the sector. 

Further information can be 

found here.  

Hospitality Industry 

Diageo 'Raising the 

Bar'  

A global programme to support pubs and bars 

welcoming customers back and recover 

following the COVID-19 pandemic. “Raising 

the Bar” will be a two-year programme and is 

available now. 

“Raising the Bar” will be 

a two-year programme 

available from July 2020. 

Register your interest for 

the programme. 

Brewers Support 

Fund 

This fund is to support Scotland's brewing 

sector. The Scottish Government  recognises  

that this sector has faced unprecedented 

challenges since March 2020 as a result of the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

This fund will be administered through local 

authorities (your local council)  and will 

provide one-off grants of up to £30,000 to 

eligible businesses. The level of grant awarded 

will depend on the rateable value of the 

premises in which the brewery is located and 

will also take into account annual production 

level. 

To be eligible for this fund you must be a 

brewery located in Scotland and registered as 

producers with HMRC under Excise Duty 226. 

Local authorities will 

contact breweries in their 

area directly. They will 

ask for information to 

confirm eligibility for this 

fund and to process 

payment. 

Local authorities will 

begin contacting eligible 

businesses in the coming 

days. 

If you think you are 

eligible for this fund and 

haven’t been contacted by 

8 February 2021, please 

get in touch with your 

local authority directly 

Self-Employed  

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/scotland-tour-operators-fund-covid-19#involves
https://www.diageobaracademy.com/en_zz/raising-the-bar/
https://www.diageobaracademy.com/en_zz/raising-the-bar/
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Newly Self-

Employed Hardship 

Fund 

This grant scheme is designed to help alleviate 

financial hardship for newly self-employed 

people who meet the eligibility criteria set out 

below. 

The funding is being provided by the Scottish 

Government. 

The scheme offers a one-off £4,000 payment 

for those whose status as being newly self-

employed makes them ineligible for the UK 

Government’s Coronavirus (Covid-19) Self-

employment Income Support Scheme. 

Further information on 

eligibility and the 

application process can be 

found here.  

Events Industry Specific 

Scotland's Events 

Recovery Fund 

Now open and available for applications. The 

£2.75m fund is designed to support the restart 

of events and help organisers meet the 

additional costs of COVID-19 mitigation in 

event planning and delivery.  

For more information on 

the fund and how to 

apply, visit the Events 

Recovery Fund page. 

Cultural Sector 

Museums and 

Galleries Scotland 

Recovery and 

Resilience Fund 

Funding aims to secure the future of those 

independent Scottish museums most vulnerable 

to the impact of the pandemic. Therefore, in 

addition to supporting operating costs where 

needed, the fund will support resilience-

building activity where it can be demonstrated 

that there will be a clear and rapid impact on 

the sustainability of these museums. 

Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS) will 

accept applications from any independent 

museum in Scotland run by a not-for-profit 

organisation meeting the following criteria: 

“Museums enable people to explore collections 

for inspiration, learning and enjoyment. They 

are institutions that collect, safeguard and make 

accessible artefacts and specimens, which they 

hold in trust for society.” 

Further information can be 

found here. 

Creative Scotland 

Open Fund for 

Sustaining Creative 

Development 

Funding of between £1,000 and £100,000 is 

available for individual creatives and arts 

organisations to explore ways of working that 

More information can be 

found here.  

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/newly-self-employed-hardship-fund
https://www.visitscotland.org/events/funding/recovery-fund
https://www.visitscotland.org/events/funding/recovery-fund
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/museums-and-galleries-scotland-recovery-and-resilience-fund
https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/creative-scotland-open-fund-for-sustaining-creative-development
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will help them to adapt and respond to the 

current changing circumstances. 

Other 

Better Places Green 

Recovery Fund 

Awards of between £5,000 and £20,000 are 

being offered to successful NGO or 

community-led projects which will help to plan 

for the future management of nature sites in a 

low-impact and sustainable way, improving the 

experience for both visitors and local 

communities. 

Closing date for applications of 29 January 

2021. 

For more information and 

to apply visit the 

NatureScot website.  

Support for 

nightclubs and soft 

play 

If you're self-employed or a member of a 

partnership and have been impacted by 

coronavirus (COVID-19) find out if you can 

use this scheme to claim a grant. 

The third taxable grant is worth 80% of your 

average monthly trading profits, paid out in a 

single instalment covering 3 months’ worth of 

profits, and capped at £7,500 in total. 

If you’re eligible, you must make your claim 

for the third grant on or before 29 January 

2021. 

You do not need to apply 

for this funding.  Your 

local authority will contact 

you shortly to begin the 

process of gathering 

information in support of 

your claim. Read more on 

the fund. 

Large (7 or more 

guests) Self-Catering 

Grant 

Eligible self–catering businesses will be able to 

apply for one off grant support of £2,000, and 

eligible exclusive use premises will be able to 

apply for £10,000 in grant support. 

To be eligible for the support self-catering 

businesses must by on the NDR roll, and must 

be recorded by the rates assessor as sleeping 

seven or more guests. 

To be eligible for exclusive use self-catering 

support, self-catering businesses must be listed 

on the NDR roll, as ‘exclusive use 

accommodation’. 

Local authorities will 

identify and invite eligible 

businesses to register for 

payment. There is no 

need to apply. 

https://www.nature.scot/funding-and-projects/better-places-green-recovery-fund
https://www.nature.scot/funding-and-projects/better-places-green-recovery-fund
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-contingency-fund/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-contingency-fund/
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Exclusive Use Grant 

 

 

This fund provides financial support for 

exclusive use properties in Scotland that have 

been impacted by the single household 

restrictions during the coronavirus (Covid-19) 

pandemic.  

Exclusive use businesses are eligible for one-

off grants of £10,000 if they: 

• pay non-domestic rates 

• have been evaluated by the Scottish 

Assessors Association as an "exclusive 

use venue" providing overnight 

accommodation in their main building, 

in lodges at the property, or a 

combination of both 

Local authorities will 

identify and invite eligible 

businesses to register for 

payment from 15 February 

2021. There is no need to 

apply. 

Support for Small 

Accommodation 

Providers Paying 

Council Tax Fund 

This fund if for small accommodation 

providers in Scotland, including B&BS, guest 

houses and self-catering business. 

All B&Bs, self-catering businesses and guest 

houses that were previously supported by either 

the Bed and Breakfast Hardship Fund or the 

Creative, Tourism and Hospitality Hardship 

Fund are automatically eligible for support 

under this scheme. These businesses will be 

contacted by the local authority and invited to 

register for payment.  

B&Bs, self-catering businesses and guest 

houses that have not previously been supported 

are also eligible to apply to this fund. 

Full eligibility requirements can be found here. 

Applications will open for 

new entrants on 15 March 

and close on 22 March 

2021. 

Funding for regional 

projects promoting 

the development of 

local food and drink 

across Scotland 

The Regional Food Fund offers grants of up to 

£5,000 to support projects and initiatives that 

promote the development of local food and 

drink across Scotland. The funding is aligned to 

the Food Tourism Scotland Action Plan and is 

part of the Scotland Food & Drink 

Partnership’s Recovery Plan, supported by the 

Scottish Government. 

To be considered for the Regional Food Fund, 

the project or initiative must: 

• be based in Scotland 

Further information and 

application details can be 

found here.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/support-for-small-accommodation-providers-paying-council-tax-fund
https://foodanddrink.scot/regional-food-growth/regional-food-fund
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• benefit a region or community 

• include more than one business 

• be completed before 31 December 2021 

 

 

 

Start Up Loans Apply for a government-backed Start Up Loan 

of £500 to £25,000 to start or grow your 

business. Unlike a business loan, this is an 

unsecured personal loan.  

The loan is unsecured, so there’s no need to put 

forward any assets or guarantors to support an 

application. All owners or partners in a 

business can individually apply for up to 

£25,000 each, with a maximum of £100,000 

available per business. 

More information on 

eligibility requirements 

and the application 

process can be found here.   

 

https://findbusinesssupport.gov.scot/service/funding/start-up-loans

