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Natural Capital is a term with 
which we have all become 
increasingly familiar. By 
definition its meaning is simple: 
the world’s stocks of natural 
assets including geology, 
soil, air, water and all living 
things.  As rural businesses 
redouble their commitments as 
stewards of their environment, 
many landowners, occupiers 
and managers are intent 
on developing long term 
environmental strategies which 
realise the potential of these 
assets. However, determining 
where to begin can  
be challenging.

Our Natural Capital Team

Drawn from all over Scotland, our team 
combines expertise in strategic planning, 
forestry, farming, valuation, habitat 
restoration and policy. We can help you 
measure the impact of your business on 
the environment and identify, assess and 
enhance its natural assets.

Natural capital is a fast evolving 
and potentially daunting subject. 
Consequently, identifying practical and 
deliverable solutions has been one of 
the key barriers to entry for the rural 
sector. However, understanding the 
relationship between your business and 
the environment will build resilience as 
societal, economic and political  
agendas change.  

With experience in identifying, measuring and restoring a range of natural assets - from 
woodland and peatland to soil and biodiverse habitats - we are uniquely placed to 
provide support.  

We work with rural businesses to develop practical strategies, helping them maximise 
opportunities presented by new environmental frameworks, emerging policies 
and markets. We help them enhance the natural environment through adapted 
management techniques.  For such strategies to be deliverable they must be 
proportionate to the scale of the business and closely aligned with its wider objectives.  

How can we help you?

Habitat creation and enhancement
• Woodland creation and peatland 

restoration 

• Identification, validation and management 
of projects under the Woodland and 
Peatland Carbon Codes

• Carbon sequestration modelling

• Practical farm-scale habitat creation and 
enhancement to align with sustainability 
strategies

Carbon auditing
To assess the emissions of diverse 
rural businesses and provide relevant 
recommendations for improving 
environmental credentials including:

• Definition of operational emissions and 
scope under the greenhouse gas (GHG) 
protocol

• Assessment of carbon footprint at 
enterprise and portfolio level 

• Develop net zero strategies using 
the baseline carbon footprint with 
recommendations for emission reductions 
and sequestration opportunities

Regenerative agriculture advice 
We provide support to farmers and 
landowners who seek to restore and 
enhance the biodiversity and soil fertility 
of the land they farm, as well as providing 
eco-systems advice including carbon 
sequestration and water retention.   

This includes reviewing overarching 
business objectives, alongside strategic 
planning and financial budgeting, to allow 
for smooth transitioning into regenerative 
agriculture.

Review of environmental opportunities 
on farms

• Including carbon and habitat audits and 
recommendations for adaptations 

Rural Performance Reports 
• To demonstrate the contribution of the 

whole estate (often to a wider external 
audience) we can provide:

 - Natural Capital Performance Report: 
an audit of the environmental and 
social assets of a farm or estate, and 
an assessment of their comparative 
performance to other estates and to 
the local area, including high-level 
ecosystem service scores in carbon 
balance, food provision, water recharge 
and flood risk

 - Rural Financial Performance Report: 
a comparative assessment of the 
financial performance of a rural estate 
against our Savills Rural Financial 
Performance annual benchmarks

Custom natural capital accounting
Detailed and bespoke approaches to 
natural capital accounting at governance 
or asset management level.



Savills is unparalleled in its cross-team working, and benefits from the breadth of experience across the rural sector, including 
planning, tourism, community engagement and renewable energy. Drawing on the additional added value created by the 
measurement and management of natural capital assets, we can assist in ensuring that rural businesses are both environmentally 
sustainable and commercially viable.
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With a focus on strategy and asset management, William has worked with diverse 
rural businesses across Scotland on behalf of both private and institutional owners for 
over 10 years. Supported by a team of specialists, William combines his knowledge 
of helping rural businesses optimise their commercial operations, and his experience 
and passion in the management of the natural environment to develop practical and 
proportionate natural capital strategies. 

With 30 years experience, Andy leads the Savills Forestry Management department. 
He advises on the implementation of native and commercial woodland creation 
schemes, including registering new woodlands under the Woodland Carbon Code 
and applications to the Woodland Carbon Guarantee Fund in England.  He undertakes 
woodland management in upland environments across Scotland, including the 
planning and supervision of plantation establishment, restocking, restructuring and 
wildlife management programmes and also of the planning and supervision of timber 
harvesting operations.

Charlie is part of the rural estate management team in Scotland and a member of 
the region’s natural capital team. She advises a range of institutional and private 
clients on their stewardship of the natural environment, drawing on her experience 
in sustainability and conservation. Charlie specialises in advising clients on the 
strategic management and enhancement of their natural assets, assessing businesses’ 
environmental impact and identifying natural capital opportunities that suit their 
objectives. 

Molly is part of Savills Rural Research team, where she specialises in agri-
environmental policy analysis. She focuses on emerging natural capital and net zero 
policies and markets across the UK. She is interested in understanding how farming 
systems and supply chains can better integrate environmental outcomes and the 
potential of the private market and public sector to enable investment into natural 
capital. Molly’s most recent thought leadership publication is Savills Spotlight on 
Regenerative Agriculture. 

Lachlan grew up on his family’s arable farm, which gave him a keen interest in 
understanding the economic, social and environmental factors that affect rural 
businesses. He provides farm management and consultancy advice to agricultural 
businesses across Scotland and has first-hand experience in regenerative farming 
systems and a holistic philosophy to land management; from improving soil health to 
increasing species diversity both above and below ground. Lachlan provides advice 
on how to adapt farm policy to align both commercial and environmental objectives. 
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Our recent projects include:

• Whole business carbon audits and transition to net zero strategies

• Landscape scale woodland and habitat creation schemes, managed under the 
Woodland and Peatland Carbon Codes

• Transition to regenerative farming policies


