
Annual Report 
2021

Wildlife Estates Scotland 
is kindly supported by 



About Wildlife Estates Scotland

As an international label, Wildlife 
Estates, recognised in 19 European 
Countries, is a growing force which 
distinguishes landholdings which are 
being managed holistically, where the 
management of commercial activities 
is integrated with the management 
and enhancement of the natural 
environment.

Although WES operates with limited 
resource and funding, members 
continue to succeed in gaining 
accreditation. The area of land 
accredited with Wildlife Estates 
Scotland (WES) since its inception 
reached an impressive 510,753
hectares across 64 properties in 
2021. Although it was a 
challenging year for many reasons, 
there appears to be an increased will 
to restore biodiversity and 
demonstrate ‘green credentials’.
There is no restriction on size of 

landholding or type of land use that 
can become accredited by WES and 
we continue to attract many different 
types of land managers from NGOs 
and farms to multi-faceted estates. 
A couple of highlights from the past 
year include the presentation of three 
WES accreditation awards by HRH 
Princess Anne and the Wildlife Estate 
Annual Plenary which was hosted by 
Scotland. With 16 newly accredited 
and re-accredited awards, it was 
encouraging to see that WES 
continued to strengthen in 2021, 
under what were difficult operating 
conditions.

This annual report summarises some 
of the key WES events that have 

taken place, as well as key statistics 
relating to our accredited members. 

Members are using the positive 
reputation of the label to engage 
access takers, local communities and 
tourists to their benefit, as well as 
encouraging politicians to 
recognise the good work being 
undertaken on private land and NGO 
landholdings. The political outlook 
remains challenging with land 
reform and future agricultural policy, 
amongst other uncertainties, 
inhibiting more determined effort. 
Lack of clarity around carbon 
markets is also proving difficult as it 
is postponing biodiversity restoration 
projects which could have, otherwise, 
already taken place including 
hedgerow planting and peatland 
restoration.
 
The WES Advisory Board remains 
committed to developing and 
promoting the benefits of WES 
accreditation and are working behind 
the scenes to make this a reality. 
In the meantime one of the primary 
benefits remains the use of WES 
data as a baseline from which to 
measure future success. In particular 
the collation of species and habitat 
data provides a base which can be 
built on, year on year, at a 
quantifiable rate and many WES 
accredited landholdings are taking 
advantage of this.

A message from the Chair

“The area of land
 accredited with
 Wildlife Estates

 Scotland since its 
inception reached

 an impressive
 510,753 hectares

 across 64 
properties in 

2021.”

Dee Ward
Chair
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The Wildlife Estates Scotland (WES) initiative 
aims to promote the best habitat and wildlife 
management practices, build recognition and 
raise standards through the introduction of an 
objective accreditation system, managed by 
Scottish Land & Estates, and supported by 
NtureScot and the Scottish Government.

The key aims of the initiative are to:

1. Promote best practice in wildlife and  
habitat management

2. Build information on species and their 
habitats, wildlife management, 

3. Encourage conservation projects and  
integration with other land uses to  
monitor continuous improvement

4. Use information to engage public and 
private stakeholders in encouraging best 
practice management for further  
maintenance of Scotland’s biodiversity

It does so through the establishment of an 
objective accreditation system. This involves 
the close assessment of an estate and its 
management against the following criteria:

• Commitment to best practice
• Adoption of wildlife and habitat  

management plans that underpin best 
practice

• Maintaining species and habitats records
• Conservation and collaborative work
• Integration with other land management 

activities (such as farming, forestry and 
tourism)

• Social, economic and cultural aspects (such as employment, community engagement and communications)



Key achievements The year in numbers
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Hosting the virtual International 
Wildlife Estates Congress 2021
With delegates tuning in from across Europe, our 
speakers including Minister for Environment and 
Land Reform, Máiri Macallan, and Chair of 
NatureScot, Mike Cantlay, were well received. The 
panel discussion concerning the plight of the Atlantic 
Salmon was highly praised for the knowledge of the 
participants and the content.

The Wildlife Estates Scotland 
Awards Reception
16 recipients of either their first WES accreditation 
award or a successful renewal were recognised at 
the Scottish Game Fair in September, with three 
recipients receiving their awards from HRH Princess 
Anne. The event saw land managers from diverse 
landholdings coming together in recognition of their 
efforts to enhance biodiversity.

Sponsorship from Lycetts
We are delighted that Lycetts has come onboard as 
WES’ first official sponsor. William Barne, Regional 
Director noted: “Lycetts is delighted to confirm its 
three year sponsorship of Wildlife Estates Scotland, 
a fantastic initiative which will bring about positive 
and lasting recognition for all the hard work put in by 
a range of responsible land owners and managers. 
We are proud to do what we can to highlight the 
very best examples of responsible, integrated and 
biodiversity focused land management.”

We have a wide distribution of 
activities taking place on accredited 
landholdings as demonstrated by 
Chart 1 (pictured right). The most 
extensive land management activity 
across our members is agriculture, 
closely followed by forestry.

Our membership covers a diverse 
range of land managers from nature 
reserves and ‘rewilders’ to 
agricultural, forestry and sporting 
estates. 

If you are interested in finding out more about WES, 
please contact Project Officer, Caroline Pringle: 

call 07436 562 227, or 
email caroline.pringle@wildlife-estates.co.uk

   44

Between them, our members manage 79, designated 
sites, they protect 830 known breeding raptor 
territories, have planted 132km of new hedgerow 
over the last 5 years and provide work for 675 full 
time employees.

This year we have had 13 accreditation renewals and 
3 new members. The renewals are particularly 
important for a number of reasons, in that the data 
collated and monitored as part of their accreditation 
is proving to be an invaluable management tool for 
estates. It is also providing a good PR hook for 
tourism but most of all, as a result of achieving 
objectives detailed within the mandatory habitat 
management plans, improvements to the health of 
ecosystems are becoming apparent and there is a 
desire to continue this momentum.

Pictured from left to right: Ed Douglas Miller of Bavelaw Estate; HRH The Princess Royal; Joanna 
Macpherson of Attadale Estate; Mark Tennant, Chairman of Scottish Land & Estates; Dee Ward, chair 
of Wildlife Estates Scotland.



Stuart House
Eskmills Business Park
Musselburgh
EH21 7PB

T: 0131 653 5400
E: caroline.pringle@wildlife-estates.co.uk

www.scottishlandandestates.co.uk/wildlife-estates-scotland


